TOSS-UPS

1. First published in The Strand Magazine from September 1914 to May 1915, this Conan Doyle work incorporates elements of the real-life Molly Maguires and Pinkerton agent James McParland. It contradicts the time line of stories The Final Problem and The Adventure of the Empty House, when the protagonist supposedly first learns of his main adversary. FTP name this novel, in which Sherlock Holmes first discusses Professor Moriarty with Doctor Watson in the timeline:

Answer: The Valley of Fear
2. Fought with aid of Romans such as Titus Labienus and Gaius Trebonius, its most famous participants would all die violently, one by strangulation after a triumph and the other two after the dissolution of the first and second triumvirates respectively. The location of this battle was unknown for many years and remains disputed, but probably occurred on Mont Auxois. FTP name this famous example of circumvallation which broke the power of Vercingetorix of the Averni:

Answer: Battle of Alesia
3. It is contradicted by the abundance of hydrogen over helium, but remains true for other elements, notably the lanthanides, which obey it perfectly. It can be related to fusion, in that the larger the atom needing to be fused without pairing, the less likely this is to occur, making exceptions past Nickel, element 28, almost impossible to find. FTP name this postulate which states that that elements with even atomic numbers are more abundant that elements with odd atomic numbers:

Answer: Oddo-Harkins Rule

4. Graduating from Rutgers with a dual major in African Studies and American history, this female musician has released only one single album, 360 Degrees of Power, but is better known for her association with another hip hop group, which she entered after Professor Griff left after making anti-Semitic comments. FTP name this erstwhile member of Public Enemy, rebuked by Bill Clinton in her eponymous moment:

Answer: Sister Souljah (Accept: Lisa Williamson Do NOT Accept or Prompt on: Sister Souljah Moment )

5. Its etymology stems from the latin phrase describing dower as “gift of the morning.” Examples of this type of union, in which the groom holds the bride’s right hand with his left instead of the customary right, include King Erik XIV of Sweden with a servant and Archduke Franz Ferdinand with Sophie Chotek. FTP name this type of ceremony, which bars issue from the more powerful partner’s rank or inheritance:  

Answer: Morganatic Marriage (Accept: Lefthanded Marriage, Prompt on: Marriage)

6. Cited as a deceiver in the New Testament epistles of Second Peter 2:15 and Jude 1:11, he is described as being used by the teachers of Pergamum in Revelation 2:14. This diviner’s story, told in the Book of Numbers, is an attempted contract with Balak, King of Moab, to curse the Israelites but instead, God forces him to prophesy blessings on them three times. FTP, name this Old Testament character with a famous talking donkey: 

Answer: Balaam
7. The characters of Winwife and Quarlous vie for the hand of Dame Purecraft, a Puritan widow. Master Littlewit and his wife Win connive into going to the titular event, despite the protestations of Zeal-of-the-Land Busy, a puritan preacher. Also containing the characters of Edgeworth, a cut-purse, and Trash, a woman who sells gingerbread, ftp name this play first staged in 1614, taking place at the titular festival, by Ben Jonson:

Answer: Bartholomew Fair
8. It indirectly names the seat of Pierce County in Washington State. An active stratovolcano in the Cascade range, it is the most prominent mountain in the contiguous United States and is located 87 kilometres southeast of Seattle. Sometimes visible from Portland and Victoria, British Columbia, its official name was given by George Vancouver, naming it after his friend, a Rear Admiral. FTP name this namesake of a truck: 

Answer: Mount Rainier (Accept: Tacoma, Mount Tacoma, Mount Tahoma)

9. This Norse entity is related to the Egyptian deity Hathor, whose flowing udders cause the milky way. Attested to only once in the main Prose Edda and once in the Nafnabulur, her four udders sustain Ymir, while her licking frees Buri from the ice over 3 days. FTP name this primeval cow of Norse mythology, an inhabitant of Ginnungagap;

Answer: Audhumbla (Be loose with pronunciation, since it has many different spellings)

10. This case began with the accused arrested for possession of hash oil and $619.45, which the Crown used as reverse onus proof that he was trafficking the drugs. A famous judgment of Chief Justice Dickson of the Supreme Court of Canada overturned the conviction, simultaneously setting out a test for interpreting section 1 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms that is still used today. FTP, identify this seminal 1986 case on the right to be assumed innocent until proven guilty:

Answer: Regina v. Edwin David Oakes (Accept: order Vice versa, R. v. Oakes, Oakes v. the Queen in either order, Do NOT Accept or Prompt on: the Oakes Test)

11. He has been to the Stanley Cup final three times, two of which he did not play at all, and his team has lost in all three. He has, however, played in all three “Heritage Classic” out door games with three different teams. This undrafted Anchorage native’s defining moment may be his botched pass to Jason Smith, allowing the game-winning goal in the first game of the 2006 Stanley Cup Final. FTP, name this back-up goalie:

Answer: Ty Conklin
12. This opera’s “mad scene”, containing the lines “Il dolce suono…spargi d’amaro pianto” is technically demanding and a rite of passage for sopranos. Maria Callas sang it as written, although most embellish their part, a feature of this bel canto opera. Featuring Lord Enrico Asthon and the title character, ftp name this 1835 Donizetti tragic opera based on a story by Sir Walter Scott.:
Answer: Lucia di Lammermoor (Accept: Lucy of Lammermoor)


13. His first acting job was an unpaid appearance as a child in a Tim Hortons commercial. This native of Brampton, Ontario, has played Larrabe Hicks in I Was a Sixth Grade Alien and voiced Josh Spitz in the show Braceface, as well as having an “infinite playlist” while starring alongside Kat Dennings. FTP name this Canadian awkward actor, starring in Superbad, Juno, and in Arrested Development as George Michael Bluth:  

Answer: Michael Cera
14. It uses three biblical scenes: the Flood, the fall of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the overthrow of Belshazzar. Written in a didactic style, this medieval homily contrasts a virtue with its corresponding vice, noting in its introduction that God banishes those who are not well dressed. FTP name this poem, originally found only on the Pearl Manuscript, Cotton Nero aX.(A10), an alternative name of which is Purity:

Answer: Cleanness (Accept Purity before it is mentioned, Do NOT Accept or Prompt on: Cleanliness)

15. It was written as a response to the death of Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, 3 years before the death of its poet. First published on December 8, 1915, in Punch magazine, a portion of it is now printed on one bill of the poet’s currency. FTP name this famous poem in the form of a French rondeau, written by John McCrae and usually recited on Rememberance Day: 

Answer: In Flanders Fields
16. First synthesized by George Barger and James Ewens in 1910, it won Arvid Carlsson the 2000 Nobel Prize in Physiology/Medicine for showing its status as a neurotransmitter. A precursor of norepinephrine and epinephrine, it is also the primary neuroendocrine inhibitor of prolactin, and the two have an antagonistic relation. FTP name this substance in the brain, too much of which causes Schizophrenia and Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, and a lack of which causes Parkinson’s Disease:   

Answer: Dopamine
17. Her original form was made out of edible onion meal, but her creator Ms. Lovell was convinced to change it to plastic instead.  Currently made by a company whose executives encourage a female to “back that sexy butt in here,” her number one fan in Springfield is definitely Waylon Smithers. Outselling competitor Lisa Lionheart with a new hat, ftp name this doll known for phrases such as “Don’t ask me, I’m just a girl”:

Answer: Malibu Stacy
18. The youth wing of this party, whose symbol is a stylized black sail, is now the largest political youth group in its country. Winning 0.63% of its country’s vote in 2006, it was the third highest-finishing party to be left out of the Riksdag. Passing its country’s Green Party in membership in 2008 and the Christian Democrats in 2009, it is now the third largest Swedish political party. FTP name this copyright-minded group, which will have one seat in the European Parliament (2 if the Lisbon Treaty is ratified):

Answer:  Swedish Pirate Party

19. Produced by a ruler between Pius V and Sextus V, it was introduced by the papal bull inter gravissimas. First suggested by the Calabrian doctor Aloysius Lilius, it was a response to the reckoning of the Easter moon to a 19 year period, resulting in disharmony with nature. FTP name this ecclesiastical reform, introduced on February 24, 1582, which computed a solar year as 365.25 days:

Answer: Gregorian Calendar

20. The Edo Period peacefully ends in Japan. The Kaabu Empire ends violently in West Africa. Christopher Sholes applies for a patent for a proto-typical QWERTY keyboard typewriter. Maxwell’s Demon is first introduced as a thought experiment. FTP these events occurred in what year, better known for the merger of Austria and Hungary and Canadian indepedence:

Answer: 1867 A.D./C.E.

21. They show a very high redshift, owing to the expansion of the universe. While there was debate as to their nature into the early 1980s, it is agreed that the most luminous of them radiate at a level exceeding the output of one trillion suns. FTP name these astronomical objects with over 200,000 known universal examples, which are powered by super-massive black holes:

Answer: Quasars

22. “Seven Views” of this topographical landmark was the title of a 1994 novella by Mike Resnick. Work here continued into the 21st century by Professor Fidelis Masao of the Open University of Tanzania supported by Earthwatch. FTP name this site, whose volcanic instability allows for precise potassium-argon dating, home to sisal which gives it its name, various members of the Leakey family during the 20th century and resting place of homo habilis:

Answer: Olduvai Gorge (Accept: Oldupai Gorge, Grudgingly Accept: Sisal Gorge until Sisal is mentioned)

23. This 1953 work presages the advent of “star wars” orbital weaponry, as it theorizes that weapons in space blind most of humanity, and of biological weapons, as many humans rapidly become sick of a previously-unknown disease days after the catastrophe. Most importantly, it anticipates genetic modification, resulting in the titular poisonous plants. FTP name this work in which Masen helps to pick up the pieces of destroyed society, written by John Wyndham: 

Answer: The Day of the Triffids
24. The two contestants were nominated by Mohsen Rezaee and Mehdi Karroubi, respectively. Many nations have declined to comment, citing non-interference, but Russia, China and India have congratulated the victor. Featuring a victory for the Abadgaran Party, ftp name this event, followed by global protests, allegations of cover-up, and most importantly riots in support of the loser, Mir-Hossein Mousavi:

Answer: Iranian Presidential Election of 2009 (Accept Clear Knowledge Equivalents)

25. His attempted slaughter of all Romans in Asia Minor in 88 B.C. was the start of three namesake wars in which he engaged both Sulla and Pompey the Great. While Appian records his death as suicide by bodyguard, Dio Cassisus calls it murder. FTP name this erstwhile King of Pontus and subsequently the Bosporan Kingdom, whose wars against Rome highlighted its power and the weakness of the Hellenistic kingdoms:

Answer: Mithridates VI of Pontus (Accept: Mithridates the Great, Eupator Dionysius)

26. Born in Strasbourg, her father was killed in the Seven Years’ War two months before her birth. Moving to Switzerland and then to Paris, her first piece, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, was completed in 1788. During the French Revolution, she was saved to make death masks of her executed friends executed and the slain, including Robespierre and Marat. She later emigrated to London and set up an exhibition of her works. FTP name this founder of a museum franchise now owned by Merlin Entertainments Group, famous for her wax replicas:

Answer: Madame Marie Tussaud (Accept: Marie Grossholtz)

27. Its inventor Dean Kamen has stated that it would make the car obsolete. Since being unveiled in 2001 and put in use in 2002, it has attracted controversy about where it is allowed to run, although disabled persons may ride them on the sidewalk under federal legislation. FTP name this computerized vehicle, most recently featured as a ride of Paul Blart: Mall Cop:

Answer: Segway PT (Accept clear knowledge equivalents, other types of Segway)

BONUSES

1. Answer the following questions about African-American comedians, ftp each:

a) Dying in 2005, he starred in Superman 3 as Gus Gorman, a computer-hacking savant 

Answer: Richard Franklin Lennox Pryor III

b) His older work includes Boomerang and the R-rated Beverly Hills Cop, though his recent works are kid-friendly and include Norbit:

Answer: Eddie Murphy
c) He has been reprimanded by Oprah Winfrey and Rev. Jesse Jackson for his eponymous show’s skit of a white family with a controversial name:

Answer: Dave Chappelle
2. Answer the following questions about members of the 2002 Gold Medal winning Canadian men’s ice hockey team:

a) This right winger was an 8th round draft pick with the Calgary Flames, with whom he won a Stanley Cup:

Answer: Theoren “Theo” Fleury
b) Recently announced as the General Manager of the Dallas Stars, this centre is one of only 8 players who has won the Stanley Cup with 3 different teams:

Answer: Joe Nieuwendyk
c)Although he did not play at all, this Carman Manitoba native nicknamed the Eagle was also awarded a Gold Medal for his back-up benchsitting:

Answer: Ed Belfour
3. Identify the following plays of Euripides, ftp each:

a) King Pentheus is ripped apart by a mob including his wife and mother in this grisly play:

Answer: The Bakkhae (Greek Spelling Used Here, Pronounced Back-High)

b) Glauce of Corinth, as well as all the titular character’s children with Jason, are all killed by the title character. The final scene features her insulting her former husband and escaping: 

Answer: Medea
c)Produced either before or after Sophocles’ play of the same name, Euripides darkens this tale of a matricide, describing it, perpetrated by the titular sister of Orestes, as a shameful act: 

Answer: Electra
PICTURES FOUND AT END OF PACK

4.Multimedia Bonus! Given an unusual  flag and a brief description of what makes it unusual, identify the country ftp each:

SHOW PICTURE ONE

a) Yes, that is a machine gun on the flag:

Answer: Mozambique
SHOW PICTURE TWO

b) The hammer-and-sickle is replaced with a wheel for this formerly-communist Southern African country:

Answer: Angola
SHOW PICTURE THREE

c) Formerly French, its flag resembles India, except for the centre dot:

Answer: Niger
5. Sit down and eat at the Periodic Table (But Careful, You Might Not Like the Food!) Ftp each:

a) Element number 59, this lanthanoid, when alloyed with nickel, allows scientists to almost reach absolute zero. Its name comes from the Greek for “green twin”: 

Answer: Praseodymium
b) Element number 44, this rare element was possibly isolated as “vestium” in 1807 but takes its current name from an historical part of Eastern Europe 

Answer: Ruthenium
c) Named after an alternate name of the Norse goddess of beauty and fertility, this element number 23 was discovered by Andres Manuel del Rio, forgotten, and discovered again 30 years later:

Answer: Vanadium
6. Poetry Time: Given a passage from a poem, answer the question given, ftp each:

a) Name the poem: A bunch of the boys were whooping it up in the Malamute Saloon,/The kid that handles the music-box was hittin’ a rag-time tune:

Answer: The Shooting of Dan McGrew (by Robert Service)

b) Name the poet: Some an army of horsemen, some an army on foot
and some say a fleet of ships is the loveliest sight on this dark earth; but I say it is what-
ever you desire:
Answer: Sappho

c) Name the poet: She walks in beauty, like the night, of cloudless climes and starry skies, and all that’s best of dark and bright, meet in her aspect and her eyes:

Answer: George Gordon Byron, Lord Byron
7. Rivers of South America, ftsnop

a)FFP, this Argentine river and namesake of a soccer team was the site of the scuttling of the German pocket-battleship the Graf Spey during World War II:

Answer: River Plate (Accept: Rio de la Plata)

b) FTP, With its mouth at Delta Amacuro, this river is a major form of transportation in parts of Venezuela and Colombia, and it shares its name with an Aphra Beyn work:

Answer: Orinoco River

c) F15P, Coming from the Tupi language for “like the sea” (ie as big as the sea), this river flows through Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay and is considered the second longest in South America:

Answer: Parana River

8. Answer the following about the current economic meltdown, ftp each:

a) On April 22, 2009, this federal company’s CFO was found dead of an apparent suicide. The company, which was started in 1970, was placed under conservatorship along with Fannie Mae last September:

Answer: Freddie Mac (Accept: Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, FHLMC) 

b) 71 years old, he pled guilty on March 12, 2009 to an 11 count federal charge alleging he bilked investors using a Ponzi scheme:

Answer: Bernard Lawrence “Bernie” Madoff
c) This automaker, latest victim of the economic crisis, headquartered in Detroit, Michigan, filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection on June 1, 2009:

Answer: General Motors Corporation (Accept: GM)

9. Name these authors from the short stories they wrote, ftsnop:

a) FFP, Hills Like White Elephants, The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber, and a Clean, Well-Lighted Place:

Answer: Ernest Hemingway
b) FTP, Barn Burning, A Rose for Emily, and Uncle Willy:

Answer: William Faulkner
c) F15P, The Toynbee Convector and The Foghorn:

Answer: Raymond Douglas “Ray” Bradbury
10. Identify the following celebrities by their treatment on South Park, ftp each:

a) He’s not the Emperor of Black People, but he told Randy Marsh he was, and had him kiss an unusual part of his anatomy to “apologize””

Answer: Rev. Jesse Jackson
b) Stan Marsh dismisses him as less funny than “that guy who plays Napoleon Dynamite,” and he subsequently won’t come out of Stan’s closet: 

Answer: Tom Cruise
c) Terrorists have placed a “snuke” in her “snizz” in an elaborate plot for the British to take over America again: 

Answer: Hilary Clinton
11. Identify these shogunates of Japan, ftsnop:

a) Its last shogun was Yoshinobu, and it ended amidst the Boshin war of the 19th century:

Answer: Tokugawa Shogunate

b) This shogunate weathered several attempted invasions by the Mongols, aided by the kamikaze, or divine wind, which ruined Mongol fleets:

Answer: Kamakura Shogunate

c) Succeeding the Kamakura Period, an alternate name is the Muromachi Shogunate, named after the street in Kyoto where the third shogun of this period set up his palace:

Answer: Ashikaga Shogunate

12.Identify these Italian Renaissance Painters from works, ftp each:

a) Madonna of the Long Neck, Mystical Marriage of St. Catherine, Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror:

Answer: Parmigianino (Accept: Girolamo Francesco Maria Mazzola)
b) Finding of the Body of St. Mark, The Deliverance of Arsenoe, Victory of Lepanto:

Answer: Tintoretto (Accept: Jacopo Comin, Jacobo Robusti, Prompt on: Il Furioso)

c) Primavera, Birth of Venus, Pallas and the Centaur:

Answer:  Sandro Botticelli (Accept: Alessandro di Mariano di Vanni Filipepi, Il Botticello)
13. Calculate these famous mathematicians, ftp each:

a) He called God “The Supreme Fascist” and this Hungarian-born American émigré was famous for showing up unannounced at colleagues’ houses to work on math problems:

Answer: Pal (Paul) Erdos
b)Born in Hamilton, Ontario, he studied at the University of Toronto and Johns Hopkins. He lends his name to a Medal in Mathematics for achievers under 40:

Answer: John Charles Fields
c) His work on the Poincare Conjecture earned this Russian a Fields Medal, but he declined to accept the award and did not attend the ceremony:

Answer: Grigori Yakovlevich Perelman
14. Name these early British rulers, ftsnop:

a) FFP, This queen of the Iceni led a revolt against Rome after her husband Prasutagus died and his will was ignored: 

Answer: Boudicca (Accept: Boadicea)

b) FTP, This loser of the Battle of Stamford Bridge, brother of Harold II, unsuccessfully allied with the Norse to secure the British throne:

Answer: Tostig
c) F15P, The son of Sweyn Forkbeard, legend has it that he went to the seashore and ordered the waves not to splash his feet as proof of his fallibility and humility:

Answer: Canute (Accept: Cnut)

15. Given the memorable literary quotation, identify the work ftp each:

a) Hell is other people (L’enfer, C’est les autres)

Answer: No Exit (Accept: Hui Clos)

b) ‘Tis a far, far better thing I do today than I have ever done before:

Answer: A Tale of Two Cities
c) If anyone asks, say I was going to America:

Answer: Crime and Punishment

16. Given the binomial nomenclature of an animal, its home continent and one mascot which is that type of animal, name it ftp each:

a) Ornithorhynchus anatinus, Australia, Syd of the 2000 Olympic Games:
Answer: Platypus

b) Loxodonta Africana, Africa, Big Al of Alabama

Answer Elephant

c)Felix concolar, North and South America, Butch T. of Washington State

Answer: Cougar (Accept: Mountain Lion, Puma)

17. Identify these board games, ftp each:

a) A trademark of Hasbro, Inc. in Canada and the United States, this game is played on a 15 by 15 square board with letters of the alphabet and publishes reference materials to demonstrate permitted plays:

Answer: Scrabble
b) Sold by Parker Brothers and based on pachisi, the titular expression of false regret indicates that players may affect opposing players’ pieces as they travel around the board:

Answer: Sorry!
c) Spawning a movie starring Tim Curry as Wadsworth the Butler, this deductive game pairs place, method and perpetrator of the murder of Mr. Body:

Answer: Clue
18. Answer these questions about human cells, ftp each:

a) The reason that fingers and toes become separate in a developing human embryo is because the cells connecting them undergo this process, good for the body but bad for the individual cell:

Answer: Apoptosis (Accept: Programmed Cell Death)

b)This organelle catalyzes the assembly of individual amino acids into polypeptide chains, using a process known as translation:

Answer: Ribosome
c) These intracellular bodies digest excess or worn-out organelles, food particles, and engulfed viruses and bacteria, using acid hydrolases:

Answer: Lysosomes

19. Answer the following questions about the novels of Charles Dickens, ftp each:

a) Subtitled “A Tale of the Riots of ‘80”, this early historical novel centres around the Gordon riots and has Lord George Gordon as a character:

Answer: Barnaby Rudge
b) The last completed Dickens novel, it revolves around John Harmon, an heir thought dead throughout most of the work:

Answer: Our Mutual Friend
c)One of Dickens’ Christmas novels, it features a super-naturally talking insect which gives good advice:

Answer: The Cricket on the Hearth, a Novel of Home

20. Ace these current professional tennis players, ftsnop:

a) Winner of the women’s Wimbledon tournament in 2004, the US Open in 2006 and the Australian Open in 2008, this Russian is nicknamed “The Screamer”:

Answer: Maria Yuryevna Sharapova

b) His upset of Rafael Nadal allowed this Frenchman, currently ranked 9th, to earn his first final appearance at the 2008 Australian Open:

Answer: Jo-Wilfried Tsonga Petsonga

c) This top-ranked Indian women’s tennis player from Mumbai has defended her tennis attire against claims that it dishonours her as a Muslim:

Answer: Sania Mirza
21. Identify the Canadian Prime Minister from clues, ftsnop:

a)FFP, This longest-serving Prime Minister of Canada surpassed even Robert Walpole for time served as a Prime Minister, time that ended in 1947:

Answer: William Lyon Mackenzie King
b) FTP, this second Prime Minister of Canada, hailing from Scotland, refused knighthood:

Answer: Alexander “Sandy” Mackenzie
c) F15P, this last of the 1890 Tory Prime Ministers is the only Prime Minister to be a medical doctor and also has the shortest reign as Canadian Prime Minister:

Answer: Sir Charles Tupper
22. 30-20-10 identify the American President:

a)Officially born in Fairfield Vermont, there is considerable evidence to indicate that this President was actually born in Durham, Lower Canada, making him ineligible:

b)Mark Twain conceded, apparently sincerely, that it would be “hard to better” his Presidency:

c) FTP name this 20th in person and 21st in term President of the United States, who succeeded to the office when Charles Guiteau shot President Garfield:

Answer: Chester Alan Arthur
23. Answer the following about the current Canadian and Ontarian political scene, ftp each:

a) Succeeding Stephan Dion as the leader of the federal Liberal Party, this Etobicoke resident has been mocked by the ruling Conservative Party as “just visiting” for his lengthy tenure at Harvard:

Answer: Michael Ignatieff
b) This Premier of Ontario defeated Ernie Eves in 2003 and has held office since then:

Answer: Dalton McGuinty
c) This man has recently been elected to the leadership of the Ontario Progressive Conservative Party, and thus serves as the main rival to Premier McGuinty:

Answer: Tim Hudak
24. Identify these deceased professional wrestlers, ftsnop:

a) He fell to his death when equipment malfunctioned during his ring entrance at the Kemper Arena in Kansas City in 1999:

Answer: Owen Hart
b) This “Wolverine” with the “Crippler Crossface” killed himself and his family in a murder-suicide at his Atlanta home in 2007:

Answer: Chris Benoit
c) This Mexican-American wrestler, sometimes using the phrase “cheat to win,” was found dead of heart failure in a Minnesota hotel room by his nephew Chavo, also a wrestler:

Answer: Eddie Guerrero
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