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Tossups

1. During his reign, this politician suppressed the MORENA movement, also known as the Movement for National Reform, and upon assuming power he outlawed all parties other than his country's namesake Democratic Party. After a disputed 1993 election, this politician participated in the 1994 Paris Accords, and a major scandal during the early 90s in this man's country originated from the alleged murder of opposition leader Joseph Rendjambe. This man got his start in the politics of his nation in the government of Leon M'ba, whom he succeeded, and subsequently made a deal with the Elf Aquitaine company to allow oil drilling hin his country. In 2005, this man won 69% of the vote in a presidential election against Pierre Mamboundou, but that proved to be his last term in office. For ten points, identify this founder of a namesake university in Libreville who from 1967 until his recent death on June 8th was the president of Gabon.

Answer: Omar (Albert-Bernard) Bongo Ondimba

2. This writer described Saul Bellow as "circled by intellectual picadors," in one essay, and in another lamented the racism of H.L. Mencken; both of those essays are collected in a volume entitled Belling the Cat. Anthony Burgess praised this author's novel about Mortimer Griffin, who wins the Victoria Cross during World War II entitled Cocksure. Joseph Hersh is the titular protagonist whose story is told in snatches in this writer's novel St. Urbain's Horseman, while in another of his novels, the title character breaks into the homes of his former schoolmates to exact his revenge on them, and the fortunes of the titular Eskimo poet form the plot of this author's work The Incomparable Atuk. The protagonist of this man's most famous novel seeks to acquire a lake in the Laurentians in accordance with his grandfather's dictum that a man without land is nothing, and like many of this man's novels, that work concerns the lives of Canadian Jews. For ten points, identify this author most famous for novels like Joshua Then and Now and The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz.

Answer: Mordecai Richler

3. This author argued that television has co-opted the rebellious irony of postmodern fiction in his essay "E Unibus Pluram." This author parodied John Updike as Biff Diggerance in a novel contrasting Andrew "Wang-Dang" Lang with the solipsistic Rick Vigorous. He chronicled how his time on the cruise ship Zenith turned him into a pampered, self-centered jerk in his essay "A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again," and wrote about the Entertainment, a film so addictive that it causes people to watch it until they die, in a novel about the Incandenza family. This author of The Broom of the System left unfinished a third novel, The Pale King, at the time of his suicide on September 12th, 2008. For 10 points, name this American author of Infinite Jest. 

ANSWER: David Foster Wallace 

4. Art historian T.J. Clark has argued that this work makes a feminist statement because it implies a masculine consumer and observer. One early sketch for this painting changes the central figure's hairstyle from bangs to a bouffant. A glass with lavender and yellow flowers in it sits in the foreground, while a pair of green boots dangles from the ceiling at the upper left of this painting. A girl in a white dress wearing yellow gloves can be seen in the left background, and a man with a top hat and mustache dominates the far right of this work. A bowl of oranges and bottles of Bass Pale Ale with red triangles on the label are in the foreground near a central figure whose reflection differs from her actual posture and who wears a bunch of flowers at the front of her black dress. For 10 points, identify this painting by the artist of Luncheon on the Grass, Edouard Manet. 

Answer: The Bar at the Folies-Bergere 

5. Influenced by Teilhard de Chardin, this thinker believed that electricity was an extension of the central nervous system. This thinker argued that the phonetic alphabet caused members of tribal societies to evolve into Western man, and that the printing press created a "Mechanical Culture" responsible for nationalism and the Industrial Revolution. This thinker asserted that people perceive their environment only when it changes, and therefore view the world through a "rear-view mirror." This man coined the term "global village" and distinguished between minimally participatory, or "hot," and highly-participatory, or "cold," types of media. For 10 points, name this author of The Gutenberg Galaxy and Understanding Media, a Canadian thinker who argued that "the media is the message."

ANSWER: Marshall McLuhan

6. One holder of this office spent his time there engaged in power struggles with such people as Johannes von Miquel, and during his time in that office endorsed laws against Socialists and subversion. Another occupant of this post used it to promote such projects as the Baghdad Railway, and pursued a foreign policy sometimes referred to as "world policy," which sought "a place in the sun," for his nation. The second individual to occupy this office engaged in a conflict over free trade with the Agrarian League, and was dismissed after conflicting with Eulenburg over the Umsturz Vorlage. The last man to hold this office before World War I worked with Edward Grey to prevent the escalation of the Balkan Wars and saw the Second Moroccan Crisis generated by the Agadir affair. The first and most famous 19th century holder of this office was instrumental in the passage of the Falk laws which resulted in the Kulturkampf with the Center Party, and was known as the "Iron" one. For ten points, identify this office held before World War I by such individuals as Leo Caprivi, Bernhard von Bulow, Theobald von Bethmann Hollweg, and Otto von Bismarck. 

Answer: Chancellor of the German Reich (accept any obvious equivalents that mention Germany and the Chancellorship)

7. This ruler was a contemporary of Hiram of Tyre, and a historical clue to his existence can be found in the Tel Dan inscription.One problem in the religious scholarship concerning this figure was his descent from Ruth the Moabite, and in some tellings he is thought to have fought a war with Ishbosheth, the son of his predecessor. In Jewish tradition, this ruler is held to have written most of the Psalms, and he collaborated with the prophet Nathan on the construction of a resting place for the Ark of the Covenant. According to the unflattering "court history," his eldest son Amnon raped his daughter Tamar, and his general Joab put down a revolt by this king's son, Absalom. Annointed by Samuel and succeeded by Solomon, his son with Bathsheba, for ten points, identify this Old Testament king of Israel, who succeeded Saul and won a notable victory against the Philistine giant Goliath.

Answer: King David

8. In Chekhov's "Uncle Vanya," Alexander Serebryakov suggests buying property in this nation, which is not England but is the basis for one of the settings of Anthony Powell's Venusberg. In a story by Carson McCullers, a music teacher named Madame Zelinsky insists that she had once seen the king of this nation go by in a sled, and an Edmund Wilson work subtitled A Study in the Writing and Acting of History and concerned with the history of the Russian revolution takes its name from this nation. A Nobel Prize winner from this nation set his most famous novel amidst the struggle between the Reds and the Whites during this country's revolution, while the work considered this nation's national epic was compiled from legends collected by Elias Lonnrott. The homeland of the author of Meek Heritage, Franz Sillanpaa, for ten points, identify this country whose literature includes the tales of Vainamoinen, Ilmarinen, and Leminkhainen, the Kalevala.

Answer: Finland

9. One character in this story asserts that mathematicians believe "Pagan fables" such as x squared plus p x equals q after insisting that "mathematical axioms are not axioms of general truth." That character contrasts an eight year old boy who won all the marbles in his school by winning games of "even and odd" with officials who "consider only their own ideas of ingenuity," and describes a game in which players seek to find names on a map to explain his solution of this story's central problem. That problem is resolved when the central object of this story is replaced with a similar one that quotes from Crebillon's Atree. The Prefect gives the protagonist of this story fifty thousand francs after the protagonist retrieves the title object from the Minister D. For 10 points, name this short story in which C. Auguste Dupin discovers the title piece of writing hidden in plain sight, written by Edgar Allan Poe.
ANSWER: "The Purloined Letter" 

10. Following this engagement, a proposal for surrender in which those who had fought for the losing side would retain their property was submitted to Generals Saunders and Townshend. The winning side in this battle used Point Levi as the staging ground for its operations, and this battle was part of one side's more massive operation that also included successful actions by William Johnson and Jeffrey Amherst. An earlier engagement between the two commanders at this battle had resulted in repulsion of the invaders at Montmorency. Immediately prior to this battle, one side staged a landing at L’Anse au Foulon, following tactics that had proven successful earlier at Louisborg. After scaling the cliffs surrounding the battlefield, the winning side drove off the French under Montcalm.  For 10 points names this decisive victory during the Seven Years War, for forces under James Wolfe, which lead to Britain gaining control of New France. 

Answer: Battle of the Plains of Abraham or Battle of Quebec 

11. Both the Colpitts and the Hartley variety of this type of circuit implement link coupling to create a step-down transformer, and the Hartley variety is tunable by means of a varactor. An Esaki diode is used in the Van der Pol circuit to implement one of these with a quadratic term in its differential equation, while low-noise ones can be implemented through the use of a Wien bridge. A quadrature type of this kind of circuit can be implemented through the use of switched capacitors, and the classic 555 chip implements a circuit that provides this function through a relaxation mechanism. The simplest way to implement such a circuit is with a voltage source in series with a resistor, inductor, and capacitor, which yields a fundamental frequency equal to the inverse of the square root of the product of inductance and capacitance. Often realized through the use of a vibrating quartz crystal, for ten points, identify this type of electronic circuit which produces a periodic signal, usually a sinusoid or a square wave. 

Answer: oscillator (accept logical equivalents, prompt on "clock")

12. An "analytical" version of this philosophy was notably propounded by such members of the September Group as the Canadian philosopher Gerald Cohen, while the "Main Currents" of this philosophy title the best-known work of Leszek Kolakowski. This philosophy came under attack from Sidney Hook in 1943's The Hero in History, and other critics have included Jean Baudrillard, who attacked it in 1973's The Mirror of Production. In an essay on "Personalism and" this philosophy, Nikolai Berdyaev argued for a humanistic interpretation of it that takes psychology into account, and the last section of Antonio Gramsci's Prison Notebooks is titled "The Problems of" this doctrine. A version of this doctrine was famously expounded by members of the Frankfurt School, while the orthodox variety of it is best known for its central tenet of dialectical materialism. For ten points, identify this philosophical doctrine which was combined with Leninism to form the official political dogma of the USSR. 

Answer: Marxism 

13. This figure’s daughter Benthisikyme raised his other son, who was a priest that initiated Heracles into the cult of Demeter; that man Eumolpus, killed the king of Athens at the instigation of this man. This man’s union with Tyro produced Pelias and Neleus, while another of his children wanted to build a temple out of the skulls of his opponents. He first saw his most famous wife dancing with her sisters at Naxos and asked Delphinus to help woo her. He once sent a monster to attack the walls of Troy, and after Odysseus blinds his son Polyphemus he prevents Odysseus from returning home. The brother of Zeus and Hades, for 10 points, name this deity often depicted with a trident.

ANSWER: Poseidon

14. The largest islands belonging to this region are the Banks and Prince Patrick islands, and Mount Sir James MacBrien is the highest named peak in this region. Home to the Dene people who speak an Athabascan language, much of this region's economy is concerntrated around Fort Smith, while radioactive ores were discovered in the 1930s near the appropriately named Port Radium on the shores of its largest lake. Bordered to the north by the Beaufort Sea, it shares Victoria and Melville islands with its eastern neighbor. The Mackenzie Mountains and the Mackenzie River are both contained in this region, which is also home to the city of Yellowknife on the shores of the Great Slave Lake, as well as the Great Bear Lake farther north. Divided in 1999 in order to create Nunanvut, for ten points, identify this federal region of Canada bordered by the Yukon on the west and Nunavut on the east.

Answer: Northwest Territories

15. This man used his military power to compel the Senate to send him to Spain to join Metellus Pius in the fight against Sertorius. Opposed in Rome by the Optimates, this man was indebted to Aulus Gabinius for authorizing one of his most famous military expeditions, while another expedition was authorized by a bill promoted by Gaius Manilius. During that expedition, this man set up Tigranes as the king of Armenia and created the provinces of Bithynia-Pontus and Cilicia. After detaching himself from the Marian faction, which led to the mutinous killing of Lucius Cornelius Cinna, this man joined the Sullan party, and would later marry Sulla's step-daughter before supporting Marcus Lepidus for the consulship of 78 B.C.E. His successful military campaigns included one against Mediterranean pirates as well as against Mithradates of Pontus, and he also put down the revolt of Spartacus, but was killed in Pelusium after losing a 48 B.C.E. battle against a man with whom he had once shared power. For ten points, identify this Roman statesman who lost the battle of Pharsalus after being part of the First Triumvirate with Julius Ceasar and Marcus Licinius Crassus.

Answer: Pompey the Great or Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus 

16. One particle of this type has been proposed to account for the symmetry breaking of the SU(2) group, while another type of these particles is a self-interacting component of an SU(3) theory. Carlo Rubbia and Simon van der Meer discovered one family of these particles, which had been predicted by the Glashow-Weinberg-Salaam theory, and another one of these particles is predicted by the Standard Model to give mass to all other particles via a namesake mechanism. These particles obey a statistical distribution which contains an additive factor of minus-one in the denominator, allowing the number of these particles in a ground state to diverge, and their gauge variety act as force carriers in fundamental interactions. Including such particles as the photon, the W+ and W-, the Z, and possibly a predicted particle named after Higgs, for ten points, identify these particles whose wave function is symmetric, unlike fermions.

Answer: (gauge) bosons 

17. The Nuchel translucency scan is a specific detection test for this disorder, and like Alzheimer's disease, this disorder can lead to the formation of amyloid plaques in the brain as a result of abnormal APP genes. The tendency of some sufferers of this disease to have elevated superoxide dismutase levels may contribute to the progression of neurological problems. Secondary characteristics of this disorder include congenital heart anomalies, hypotonia, and the presence of epicanthic folds. It is the most common genetic cause of mental retardation and is linked to more frequent meiotic non-disjunction of chromosomes with increasing maternal age. For 10 points, name this genetic syndrome caused by the presence of an extra copy of chromosome 21.  

Answer: Down syndrome [or Down's syndrome; or Trisomy 21 before mention] 

18. Knochel reports the formation of these compounds via ipso-substitution of aryl iodides. Kharasch and Fuchs report their reaction with vinyl halides, and palladium catalyzes their reaction with alkyl halides in the Kumada coupling. The synthesis of these compounds is improved by the addition of mercuric chloride and also requires aprotic solvents such as diethyl ether or THF. They are carboxylated by using dry ice and can react with nitriles to form imines. Reacting them with weak acids forms alkanes and they are also commonly used to produce secondary and tertiary alcohols from aldehydes and ketones.  For 10 points, name these organo-metallic compounds that are made up of an alkyl halide and a magnesium atom and are named for their French discoverer. 

ANSWER: Grignard reagents 

19. One ruler of this political entity modified his policies in the middle of his reign to adhere to a doctrine called Dhamma, and a notable history of this polity was written by the Greek Megasthenes, who had been an ambassador to one of its rulers. The founder of this polity first gained independence for it by winning a battle against Seleucus I, and would later abdicate the throne to follow the monk Bhadrabahu, who predicted a 12-year famine during this kingdom's existence. The Shunga kingdom supplanted this polity after its last king, Brihadratha, was killed by Pushyamitra, and the early administration of this empire was based on a text by Chanakya called the Arthashastra, while other famous achievements of rulers of this polity include the rock and pillar edicts of one of its emperors. For ten points, identify this state centered on Pataliputra, whose rulers included Bindusara and Ashoka, and which was founded by its namesake, Chandragupta.
Answer: Mauryan Empire 

20. Two trumpets play separated from the orchestra in the balconies or wings of a concert hall in this man's Tromba Lontana, and this composer of Slonimsky's Earbox included movements like "Alligator Escalator" and "She's So Fine" in one of his suites. Another of this composer's works began as a string quartet called Wavemaker and contains extensive string tremolos from the original compositional structure. Along with Shaker Loops, he wrote a violin concerto with a second-movement Chaconne titled "The body through which the dream flows" and a piece that moves halfway around the circle of fifths titled Phrygian Gates. This composer of a piece named after a truck stop, Hallelujah Junction, also wrote a memorial to the victims of the September 11th attacks and an opera about an American president's visit to a Communist country. For 10 points, name this minimalist composer of On the Transmigration of Souls and the opera Nixon in China. 

Answer: John Adams 

Bonuses

1. Answer some questions about North American players in the English Premier League for 10 points each: 

[10] The only player to play for the English National team despite never having lived in England till then, this midfielder played for his hometown Calgary Foothills before finding success at Bayern Munich. He is now a regular for Manchester United and England 

Answer: Owen Hargreaves 

[10] This US goalkeeper was the starter at Manchester United before being loaned to Everton and replaced by Edwin Van Der Saar. He also won the Golden Glove award for best goalkeeper at the recently concluded Confederations cup. 

Answer: Tim Howard 

[10] Another player instrumental in the American success at the Confederations cup was this Fulham midfielder who scored in both the finals against Brazil and in the semi-final upset of Spain. 

Answer: Clint Dempsey

2. It was developed through the collaboration of James Meade, John Hicks, and Roy Harrod, who in 1936 presented their findings to the Econometric Society. For ten points each:

[10] Identify this macroeconomic theory, which is usually illustrated by a scissor-like curve that demonstrates the interaction between its four namesake components.

Answer: IS-LM model or Investment Saving Liquidity Money supply model

[10] The ISLM model was developed from this most famous work of John Keynes.

Answer: The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money

[10] The IS-LM model fell out of favor largely due to the efforts of this economist, who presented a namesake critique of that model in the 1970s. He would later go on to win the Nobel Prize for his work on rational expectations.

Answer: Robert Lucas

3. This man appears as a character in Jose Antonio Villareal's The Fifth Horseman, where he passes Xochitl Salamance off to Heraclio to become his mistress. For ten points each:
[10] Identify this Mexican revolutionary whose fictional memoirs are the subject of a book by Martin Luis Guzman.
Answer: PanchoVilla
[10] Pancho Villa also plays a major role in this novel by Mariano Azuela, at the end of which Demetrio Macias is killed after he goes on fighting following Villa's defeat.
Answer: The Underdogs or Los de abajo
[10] The title character of this Carlos Fuentes novel goes to Mexico seeking Pancho Villa. It is a fictionalized account of the last days of Ambrose Bierce.
Answer: The Old Gringo or El gringo viejo 

4. In addition to his more famous philosophical works, this man also published treatises entitled "On the Rainbow" and "On the Calculation of Chances." For ten points each: 

[10] Identify this 17th century thinker who authored a Treatise on the Emendation of the Understanding as well as a work which cast Jesus as a moral teacher, the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus. 

Answer: Baruch (Benedict de) Spinoza or Bento de Espinosa 

[10] Spinoza's other major work is this treatise which attempts to derive the titular concepts from basic axioms and is organized along a "geometrical" model. 

Answer: Ethics or Ethica 

[10] Spinoza's apparent pantheism and shades of atheism was referred to as a "hideous hypothesis" by this philosopher whose own works include Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion and An Enquire Concerning the Principles of Morals. 

Answer: David Hume

5. Among the stories collected in this volume is one which tells of the author's tour through Shakespeare's home town, "Stratford on Avon," as well as which analyzes the "Traits of Indian Character." For ten pointse each:
[10] Identify this collection of stories which includes "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" and "Rip Van Winkle," the most famous of Washington Irving.
Answer: The Sketchbook of Geoffrey Crayon
[10] Washington's Sketchbook employs this narrative technique, which can also be seen in Shakespeare's The Taming of the Shrew in which that play is acted in front of a drunken tinker named Sly.
Answer: frame story or story within a story (accept logical equivalents)
[10] Perhaps one of the most famous frame stories is this collection of tales told by Florentines who have fled the city because of the plagues, written by Giovanni Boccaccio.
Answer: The Decameron 

6. Gamal Abdel Nasser’s mention of Ferdinand de Lesseps, during a speech in Alexandria, was the code word for Egyptian forces to act at the start of this conflict. Answer some questions about water bodies that made the news during a certain Middle Eastern war FTPE: 

[10] Britain, France and Israel invaded Egypt in 1956 after Nasser’s nationalization of this entity, whose construction was supervised by de Lesseps. 

Answer: The Suez Canal 

[10] Nasser’s actions were sparked by Eisenhower’s withdrawal of funding for this project on the Nile. Eventually completed with Soviet help, its construction required the evacuation of Abu Simbel due to flooding. 

Answer: The Aswan Dam 

[10] Israel’s involvement in the Suez crisis was due to Nasser’s decision to block these straits at the mouth of the Gulf of Aqaba in 1953, thus denying Israel access to the Red Sea. 

Answer: Straits of Tiran 

7. While protestors throng the streets of Tehran, answer some questions about happier times from the glory days of the Persian Empire for 10 points each: 

[10] The Persian Empire reached its greatest extent under this ruler, who established its capitals at Susa and Persepolis. However, his westward expansion was halted by defeat at the battle of Marathon. 

Answer: Darius I or Darius the Great (Prompt on just Darius) 

[10] Like his predecessor Cambyses II, Darius was a member of this royal house of Persia, which ruled the empire until Darius III was defeated by Alexander and subsequently killed by one of his own satraps.

Answer: Achaemenid dynasty

[10] This tri-lingual rock carving, discovered by Henry Rawlinson in its namesake Iranian village, depicts Darius the Great’s accession to the Persian throne in Babylonian, Old Persian and Elamite. It was vital for the deciphering of the Cuneiform script. 

Answer: The Behistun inscription (Accept Bisitun, Bisotun and other similar sounding answers) 

8. At the end of this work, all humans but Alquist are killed, and Primus and Helena volunteer to sacrifice themselves to spare the other so that Alquist can reconstruct a secret formula. For ten points each:
[10] Identify this play in which the title figures revolt against their human masters.
Answer: RUR or Rossum's Universal Robots

[10] RUR was written by this Czech playwright, who also wrote a short story about the posthumous trial of Ferdinand Kugler, "The Last Judgement," and collaborated with his brother on The Insect Play.

Answer: Karel Capek

[10] This novel by Capek concerns the struggle between humans and the title creatures, who are discovered by Captain von Toch and eventually go on to take over the entire earth.

Answer: War with the Newts or Valka s mloky

9. For 10 points each, identify the following literary works which were all involved in obscenity trials.
[10] The title character descends into the underworld to look for his wife Dame Lisa, who has been stolen by Kaschei in this 1919 novel by James Branch Cabell, which was involved in a notable obscenity trial for its sexual references.
Answer: Jurgen, A Comedy of Justice
[10] Perhaps subject to one of the most famous obscenity trials, which in 1960 finally allowed this work to be sold uncensored in Britain, this novel by D.H. Lawrence concerns Connie, who is married to the crippled Sir Clifford but finds love with the titular character, gameskeeper Oliver Mellors.
Answer: Lady Chatterley’s Lover
[10] There was no dispute about the literary merit of this French work, since it won the Prix des Deux Magots in 1955. That did not stop the French government from pressing obscenity charges against the publishers of this book by Pauline Réage about the sexual objectification of the title character.
Answer: L’Histoire d’O (or The Story of O) 

10. Many of this monarch's laws were subsequently reformed by her successor, Joseph II, and she secured the title of Emperor for her husband Francis I after the death of Charles Albert of Bavaria. For ten points each: 

[10] Identify this Austrian archduchess and Empress of the Holy Roman Empire from 1745 to 1765. 

Answer: Maria Theresa 

[10] Maria Theresa's early war against Frederick II of Prussia ended in 1748 with the signing of this peace treaty, which confirmed her right to hold the Habsburg throne. 

Answer: Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle 

[10] Maria Theresa could only succeed to the Habsburg throne in the first place because this emperor, her father, promulgated the Pragmatic Sanction, which exempt her from the constraints of the Salic Law. 

Answer: Charles VI (or Charles III of Austria)

11. The earliest instance of this religious ritual dates to writings by Ashella, a Hittite who employed rams for this purpose rather than the more familiar animal associated with it. For ten points each: 

[10] Identify this ritual, which in Greek society manifested itself as the expulsion of a poor citizen, but is more generally used to indicate rituals in which a sacrificial animal assumes the sins of a society. 

Answer: scapegoat rituals 

[10] Not surprisingly, Origen compared this religious figure to a scapegoat for his voluntary assumption of human sin. 

Answer: Jesus Christ (accept logical equivalents, e.g. Joshua, etc.) 

[10] In the Torah, the story of how this high priest of the Jews performed a scapegoat ritual is told in Leviticus. The ranks of the Jewish priests, the Kohannim, are held to be descended from this brother of Moses. 

Answer: Aaron 

12. Photons originating in it are scattered by gas via the Sunyaev-Zeldovich effect. For ten points each:
[10] Identify this remnant of the Big Bang, which has the coarse spectrum of a black body that peaks at 2.7 K.
Answer: cosmic microwave background radiation
[10] Analysis of the anisotropies of the CMB provided conclusive proof that the geometry of the universe had this characteristic, rather than being open or closed.
Answer: flat
[10] Tensor perturbations in the CMB are generated by these phenomena, which are presumed to account for the energy loss in the Hulse-Taylor binary and which are being searched for by the LIGO experiment.
Answer: gravitational waves (accept word forms) 

13. The Iranian election has been grabbing all the headlines, but it was preceded a few days earlier by an election in Lebanon, which went more smoothly than expected. Answer these questions about the Lebanese election for 10 points each.
[10] Despite winning 55% of the popular vote, the losing March 8th Alliance did not challenge the election results.  The core of the March 8th Alliance is this Shi'a party headed by Hassan Nasrallah. 

Answer: Hizbullah

[10] The March 8th Alliance was defeated by this similarly named coalition which draws support mainly from Lebanon's Sunni and Druze communities.  It takes its name from the date of the popular demonstration which is considered the high-point of Lebanon's 2005 Cedar Revolution.

Answer: March 14th Alliance 

[10] The March 14th Alliance is led by this man, the son of former statesman Rafik who was assassinated in 2005, leading to a crisis in Lebanon.
Answer: Saad ed Deen Rafiq al-Hariri 

14. A snake is crushed beneath the hind hooves of a rearing horse ridden by Peter the Great in this artist's The Bronze Horseman. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this Rococo sculptor of porcelain sculptures like Menacing Cupid and Pygmalion and Galatea.

 Answer: Etienne Maurice Falconet 

[10] This Rococo painter included a sculpture of a putti in his painting of a woman kicking off her shoe while a man looks up her skirt, The Swing. 

Answer: Jean-Honore Fragonard 

[10] This Fragonard work depicts a man behind a door performing the titular action with a woman in a rich brocade dress. 

Answer: The Stolen Kiss [or Le Baiser volé] 

15. Chimene sings "Pleurez, pleurez les yeux" out of grief over Rodrigue in his opera Le Cid. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name this composer whose instrumental "Meditation" is often excerpted from his opera Thais. 

Answer: Jules Massenet 

[10] In this Massenet opera, the title character dies in the arms of des Grieux after she is put in a prison convoy to be deported. 

Answer: Manon 

[10] This other composer wrote an opera on the same story called Manon Lescaut, as well as operas like Tosca and La boheme. 

Answer: Giacomo Puccini 

16. Humans often possess the Alu type of these genetic structures discovered by Barbara McClintock. For 10 points each: 

[10] Name these DNA sequences that move around the genome and that are nicknamed "jumping genes." 

Answer: transposons [or transposable elements] 

[10] Some transposons re-copy themselves into a different location in the genome using this enzyme that transcribes single-stranded RNA into single-stranded DNA. 

Answer: reverse transcriptase 

[10] Transposon activity may be regulated by this process in which genes are silenced after transcription. 

Answer: RNA interference 

17. Conducted under the auspices of the Liberal Party, it lasted from 1960 until 1966, when the Union Nationale won the provincial elections. For ten points each: 

[10] Identify this period of social change which saw secularization, nationalization of power companies, and the creation of a welfare state in Quebec. 

Answer: The Quiet Revolution or Revolution tranquille 

[10] The Quiet Revolution occurred largely through the initiative of this Quebecois statesman, whose diverse cabinet was known as the "team of thunder" and included Marie-Claire Kirkland, the first woman elected to Quebec's provincial assembly. 

Answer: Jean Lesage 

[10] Following the Quiet Revolution, the Liberals eventually split, with this man leading an offshoot that became the Parti Quebecois. 

Answer: Rene Levesque

18. He was raised in the forest of Sliabh Bladhma [?slieve bloom?] by his aunt Bodhmall and the warrior woman Liath Luachra after being hidden by his mother Muirne. For 10 points each:
[10] Identify this Irish mythological hero, born with the name of Deimne, who gained wisdom after accidentally burning his finger on the Salmon of Knowledge.
ANSWER: Fionn mac Cumhaill [accept either or both; also accept either underlined portion of Finn McCool]
[10] With Sadbh, Fionn fathered this legendary bard and member of the Fianna, who himself later became the father of Plor na mBan and Oscar. James MacPherson attributed a series of poems to him, and he is the narrator of the Fenian cycle.
ANSWER: Oisin [accept Ossian]
[10] Fionn’s most famous rival was this figure, who killed his father and took over the Fianna. Fionn gained his revenge by defeating the fairy Aillen, a task this character had been unable to accomplish.
ANSWER: Goll mac Morna 

19. It generalizes an integral theorem named for the same man whose name is attached to this theorem. For ten points each:
[10] Identify this theorem of complex analysis, sometimes named after Cauchy, which states that the integral of a function around a closed contour is given by two times pi time the square root of negative one, times the sum of a certain quantity calculated at the poles of the function.
Answer: Cauchy's residue theorem
[10] The residues needed to apply Cauchy's theorem can often be found by expanding the function in question in this series, a generalization of Taylor series to complex functions.
Answer: Laurent series
[10] Cauchy's theorem applies to analytic functions, which have the characteristic that this operation may be performed on them an infinite number of times.
Answer: derivative (accept any logical equivalents) 

20. Some of these compounds include peptide nucleic acids and compounds created from processes such as ROMP and ATRP. For 10 points each:

[10] Name these compounds, often created via radical mechanisms that have initiation, elongation, and termination steps.

ANSWER: polymers

[10] This term refers to the relative stereochemistry of monomeric units in a polymer chain. Iso- refers to all-the-same stereochemistry, while syndio- refers to alternating.

ANSWER: tacticity [accept word forms]

[10] This mechanism for Ziegler-Natta polymerization controls the tacticity of the resulting polymer.

ANSWER: Cossee-Arlman mechanism

