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This work’s 1992 Pulitzer Prize was the first one awarded to a production that did not premiere in New York City. In one section of this play, Abe Steinman fails to form a union in opposition to the Blue Star Mining Company, whose dominance was predicted in an earlier section by the storyteller JT Wells. Joshua gives a baby a proper burial alongside a centuries-old gold watch in its final section, The War on Poverty. Michael kidnaps a Native American girl named Morning Star after arriving in the Cumberland Plateau in its first section, Masters of the Trade. For 10 points, name this collection of nine one-act plays about the Rowen, Talbert, and Biggs families, the magnum opus of Robert Schenkkan.
ANSWER: The Kentucky Cycle

This author loosely adapted the life of Polish-Romani poet Bronislawa Wajs, or Papusza, for his novel Zoli. A 38-year-old grandmother named Tillie and a radical Irish monk named Corrigan are among the characters in a novel by this man that uses the story of the wire-walker Philippe Petit as a “pull-through metaphor”, whatever that means, in an allegory for 9/11. His most recent novel intertwines stories of Frederick Douglass’s visit to Ireland and of the aviators Alcock and Brown. He also wrote songs based on those two novels with Joe Hurley and Clannad, respectively. For 10 points, name this Irish-American Hunter College professor who wrote the National Book Award-winning Let the Great World Spin and 2013’s TransAtlantic.
ANSWER: Colum McCann

This author’s sister was an early feminist who founded the Organization for Sexual Awareness, which aided the abortionist J.H. Leunbach. The “rare strength and fertility” of this man’s “poetic imagination” presumably helped his collection Poems 1906 introduce the prose poem to his home country. His other major works include a sextet of novels detailing his theories of human evolution called The Long Journey. The Counts’ Feud figures in this author’s book The Winter, which is the third volume of his magnum opus, a novel about Mikkel Thogersen’s service under Christian II. For 10 points, name this author of The Fall of the King, whose 1944 Lit Nobel made him perhaps the least famous Danish winner of that award.
ANSWER: Johannes V. Jensen [or Johannes Vilhelm Jensen]

This author used his experience as a speechwriter for Hap Arnold to write a novel that includes a fictionalization of the Freeman Field Mutiny. His book about Abner Coates, The Just and the Unjust, and the aforementioned Pulitzer-winning novel about Col. Norman Ross, Guard of Honor, are among his so-called “professional novels”. His best-known novel displaced Peyton Place atop the NYT Bestsellers list and centers on the priggish lawyer Arthur Winner, but is likely more famous for being the subject of an essay that calls its style “turgid and inexpressive” and accuses it of perpetuating the “Novel of Resignation”. For 10 points, name this American author of By Love Possessed, who was thoroughly eviscerated in a famous review for Commentary by Dwight Macdonald.
ANSWER: James Gould Cozzens

Jean-Jacques Annaud is directing the upcoming film adaptation of this novel. A scene in this novel involving a lecture about the “little life” and the “big life” is followed by a scene in which a herd of horses is massacred. A group in this novel led by Bao Shungui carries out a program in which marmots and antelopes are killed. Its protagonist learns about Tengger from Old Bilgee while living in Olonbulag. Its author claims that Han settlers exhibit the “spirit of the sheep”, while the nomads among whom the protagonist lives exhibit the spirit of the title animal. For 10 points, name this first winner of the Man Asian Prize, a semi-autobiographical novel about a “sent down youth” in Inner Mongolia, written by Lü Jiamin under the pseudonym Jiang Rong.
ANSWER: Wolf Totem [or Lang Tuteng]

Two answers required. These two authors split an award whose Ion Trewin-chaired judging panel avoided controversy by not giving the award to Ending Up by Kingsley Amis, whose wife Elizabeth Jane Howard was on the panel. One of these authors had several chapters of his award-winning novel submitted as a joke to publishers in 2006, all but one of whom rejected them, and as far as I can tell has never previously appeared in quizbowl. The other wrote a novel that ends with a group including Phineas and Solomon burying a body that had earlier been discovered by the black overseer Jacobus on a farm owned by the industrialist Mehring. For 10 points, name these two authors who are neither Pontoppidan and Gjellerup nor Martinson and Johnson, but who did split the 1974 Booker Prize, one for his novel Holiday and the other for her novel The Conservationist.
ANSWER: Stanley Middleton and Nadine Gordimer

Two characters in this novel refer to their friends Allan and Donna as “the Lydias”, the name of their daughter. A family in this novel is shaken when the son, Doyle, stabs a woman 29 times. Angie O’Meara breaks up with Malcolm Moody in one section of this novel, while in another, Kevin Coulson helps the main character save a suicidal Patty Howe. The main character of this novel steals a bra from her daughter-in-law to achieve a “little burst” of pleasure and starts a relationship with Jim Kennison in its final section, “River”. In its first section, the title character refuses to go to church with her husband Henry, who is Crosby’s town pharmacist. For 10 points, name this Pulitzer-winning 2008 novel about a retired math teacher in Maine, by Elizabeth Strout.
ANSWER: Olive Kitteridge

The protagonist of one of this author’s novels finds himself comically unable to request either lower rent from his landlords, the Seigals, or a raise from his boss, the headmaster Mr. Khanna. This author wrote an autobiographical essay in which she discussed the “great animal of poverty and backwardness” that she saw in a country in which she lived for 24 years. She won the Booker for a novel that features many flashbacks about the protagonist’s ancestor Olivia, who moves to “Town X” after scandalously aborting the Nawab’s baby. For 10 points, name this author of The Householder, “Myself in India”, and Heat and Dust, the only person to win both a Booker Prize and an Academy Award, whose screenplays for Howards End and A Room with a View were filmed by her regular collaborators Merchant and Ivory.
ANSWER: Ruth Prawer Jhabvala [or Ruth Prawer]

Description acceptable. An essay about this event relates its author’s desire to avoid being “someone who missed the Northern Lights because they were fussing with a lapdog” and describes how a passage beginning with the line “Past the flannel plains and the blacktop graphs and skylines of canted rust” prompted the author to call Maureen Corrigan and Susan Larson. The essay “What Really Happened This Year” by Michael Cunningham is about this event, whose perpetrators did not fail to recognize the work of Sara Ganim or Stephen Greenblatt. Nearly four decades earlier, a similar event took place involving Gravity’s Rainbow. For 10 points, identify this event in which a certain 18-person board inexplicably decided that neither Denis Johnson’s Train Dreams, nor Karen Russell’s Swamplandia, nor David Foster Wallace’s The Pale King were deserving of a certain literary award.
ANSWER: the non-awarding of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction [accept equivalents, be generous, etc.]

The protagonist of this novel kills a man during a riot--an act which occasions no comment--strikes up an affair with the married Leah Strauss, and repeatedly fails to remember his own nationality after receiving a blow to the head from a camel driver. The bar owner Christos claims that one of this novel’s central events was directly responsible for the impending nationalization of the Suez Canal. Its protagonist comes to Port Said after hearing about the mysterious death of his friend Elie Khoury. For 15 points, name this dreamlike 1969 novel about the fund distributor Jack Townrow, written by P.H. Newby, which is now almost certainly most famous for winning the inaugural Booker Prize.
ANSWER: Something to Answer For

This author asserted that “the novel no longer claims to draw its pertinence from its association with some important topic; but from the fact that it [...] struggles to reflect a certain harmony” in an otherwise hilariously salty speech in which he mocked the NYT for deigning to ask American critics their opinions of him and fellated Scandinavian countries for being the first to translate his novel Les Georgiques. Wikipedia notes that this Antananarivo-born author’s Coleman Francis-like recurring leitmotifs include “the suicide of an eighteenth-century ancestor and the death of a contemporary relative by sniper-fire”. His other important novels include Conducting Bodies, Triptych, and The Flanders Road. For 10 points, name this French new-novelist who won the 1985 Lit Nobel.
ANSWER: Claude Simon

John Mulaney described having his dreams of a job where you “sit around the house all day and then go do one thing at night” crushed by the end of the movie adaptation of this novel. Its frame narrative is set in the Hotel Splendour, where the main character reminisces about sleeping with Vanna Vane. A character in this novel who marries Delores Fuentes dies in a car crash shortly after appearing on I Love Lucy. After emigrating from Havana, its protagonists gained fame with their performance of “Beautiful María of My Soul”. For 10 points, name this first fiction Pulitzer winner by a Hispanic author, a 1989 novel about a band led by Cesar and Nestor Castillo that was written by Oscar Hijuelos.
ANSWER: The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love [prompt on “The Mambo Kings”]

Engineers in this country attempt to construct a .46-caliber revolver in a novel whose protagonist allows himself to be bitten by a shark while monitoring radio transmissions aboard a fishing boat. The autobiography This Is Paradise! was written by an author from this country. A 1994 study of this country’s literature was written by B.R. Myers, who also wrote about it in The Cleanest Race. The 2013 fiction Pulitzer went to Adam Johnson’s novel The Orphan Master’s Son, which is about a man from this country who adopts the identity of Commander Ga and becomes the husband of the actress Sun Moon. For 10 points, identify this home country of the character Pak Jun Do, who seeks to serve the Dear Leader, Kim Jong Il.
ANSWER: North Korea [or the DPRK; or the Democratic People's Republic of Korea; or Chosŏn Minjujuŭi Inmin Konghwaguk; prompt on “Korea”]

Late in this novel, its protagonist gets a huge chest tattoo reading “Me ves y sufres”, or “See me and suffer”. Various characters in this novel struggle with staying on the “Pritikin diet” despite the temptations of the local Bar-B-Chew Barn. Both the psychiatrist Dr. Goosens and the teacher Mr. Nuckles are revealed to be pedophiles near the end of this novel, whose protagonist dreams of living in a cabin on the beach in Acapulco like the one he saw in the movie Against All Odds. This Booker-winning novel was published three years before its author’s 2006 novel Ludmila’s Broken English. For 10 points, name this novel in which the reporter Lally Ledesma helps frame the title character for a school shooting committed by his friend Jesus Navarro, the first novel by DBC Pierre.
ANSWER: Vernon God Little

The first 29 sections of this poem were originally published in its author’s collection Cikada. It claims that “not a single” human brain has ever mastered the “three million words” of the language of Xinombra. Its setting is pictured as a tiny bubble in a “delicate glass bowl” in a speech given by the Chief Astronomer, which horrifies the poem’s speaker so much that he stumbles “shivering from Mima’s hall”. This poem centers on a “goldonda” that leaves Douris and, in swerving to avoid Hondo, misses Mars entirely and shoots off toward Lyra. Its author’s ability to “catch the dewdrop and reflect the cosmos” was not enough to prevent him from committing scissors-seppuku when people criticized him for being one of two Swedish Academy members to basically give the 1974 Nobel to themselves. For 10 points, name this science- fiction poem about a spaceship accidentally ejected from the solar system, the magnum opus of Harry Martinson.
ANSWER: Aniara: A Revue of Man in Time and Space [or Aniara: en revy om människan i tid och rum]

Minor characters in this novel include the watercolorist Rabbit and Darky, who drowns in a latrine. The protagonist of this novel attends a Max Harris poetry reading where he meets Amy Mulvaney, with whom he falls in love; unfortunately, she marries his uncle Keith. This novel centers on Dorrigo Evans, who becomes the leader of a group of Australian POWs laboring on the Burma Railway. This Richard Flanagan novel shares its name with a haibun recounting of an attempt to visit all the places mentioned in the poetry of Saigyo. For 10 points, name this 2014 Booker Prize winner that takes its name from a Basho travelogue.
ANSWER: The Narrow Road to the Deep North [no alternate titles acceptable!!!!!!!]

An author with this first name wrote a National Book Award-winning novel in which John Donner returns to his hometown, which is now underwater after the construction of a hydroelectric dam, but passes through a graveyard and visits the town in the past. In addition to The Waters of Kronos, that author with this first name wrote the Awakening Land trilogy, whose final volume The Town won a Pulitzer, as well as the novel The Sea of Grass. Another author with this first name described the many instances in which “‘something’ happened” that allowed him to survive the Depression in his autobiography Be My Guest. This is the surname of an author who collaborated on Romance, The Nature of a Crime, and The Inheritors with Ford Madox Ford. For 10 points, identify the first name of the founder of Hilton Hotels and the surname of the author of Almayer’s Folly.
ANSWER: Conrad [accept Conrad (Michael) Richter, Conrad (Nicholson) Hilton, or Joseph Conrad; don’t accept any of J. Conrad’s Polish names because that’s not how common links work]

This author’s few quizbowl appearances include showing up as part of a truly incoherent Ahmad Ragab bonus in 2005 Moc Masters and in the leadin to an insane tossup from 2000 T-Party on Matilde Seroa. The Pintor sisters and their servant Efix appear in this author’s novel Reeds in the Wind, which is probably less famous than a novel in which Constantino Ledda is falsely convicted of murdering his uncle, prompting his wife to remarry a cruel landowner to survive. A much saner CO 2005 bonus places this author of After the Divorce alongside Giovanni Verga as one of the foremost figures of the verismo movement. For 10 points, name this winner of the 1926 Lit Nobel, a Sardinian woman.
ANSWER: Grazia Deledda

In one scene in this novel, the protagonist is frightened by the sight of a jellyfish in the film Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea. Another scene in this novel takes place in a schoolyard shed, where lighter fluid is used to set Sinbad’s lips on fire. The protagonist of this novel stays up all night whispering the word “stop” in order to prevent his parents from arguing. This novel is set in the same fictional town as its author’s novels The Van, The Snapper, and The Commitments. Its protagonist joins his friends Aidan, Liam, and Kevin in tormenting younger children, but is later mocked after his father’s disappearance with variants of the title chant. For 10 points, name this 1993 Booker winner about a 10-year-old boy in Barrytown, Ireland, presumably still the most famous novel of Roddy Doyle.
ANSWER: Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha

A character in this novel dies during a vacation in the Bahamas with “Red” Renton, while another character is dumped out of a boat and into a lake while trying to drown a deer. In this novel, the Milestone Press is tasked with printing a series of terrible books by Dickie Thwaite, whose mother cheats her servant Katie out of her wages in domino games. Its protagonist’s plans are derailed when he is struck in the head by a ball while golfing with his wealthy patron Billy Cosgrove. This 1963 National Book Award-winner is about a member of the Order of St. Clement who is sent to work under Father Wilfrid in Duesterhaus in rural Minnesota. For 10 points, name this first novel of J.F. Powers, which has a Thomas Malory-inspired title.
ANSWER: Morte d’Urban

One of the chapters in this novel ends with its protagonist lying in the snow, having been abandoned during a planned border crossing by Wrédé. The protagonist of this novel fails to find much in the files of his boss Hutte, but is eventually able to track Howard de Luz to Padipi, near Bora Bora. Three consecutive chapters of this novel are profiles of the model Denise Coudreuse, her Greek husband Jimmy Stern, and the Dominican legate Pedro McEvoy, the latter two of whom may be aliases or past identities of the protagonist. For 10 points, name this Prix Goncourt-winning novel about the amnesiac detective Guy Roland, which as far as you know is the most famous novel by 2014 Nobel winner Patrick Modiano.
ANSWER: Missing Person [or Rue des Boutiques Obscures; or The Street of Dark Shops]

A character in one of this man’s novels owns a marble bas-relief called The Spirit of Science Conquers Ignorance and Prejudice, which is later broken into pieces and, along with his series of “electro-metal” busts, fired out of a cannon. In another of his novels, a vomit-inducing encounter with a maggot-covered sheep’s head in a chamber pot is just one of the sights in the Majestic Hotel in Kilnalough that disturbs Major John Archer. Dunstaple and McNab argue over the cause of cholera in his most famous novel, whose plot is kicked off when chapatis begin appearing in dispatch boxes and on the desk of the Collector, Mr. Hopkins. For 10 points, name this British author who won the “Lost Booker” for his 1970 novel Troubles and won the 1973 Booker for its sequel, The Siege of Krishnapur.
ANSWER: J.G. Farrell [or James George Farrell]

This author has the same first and last name as the man who took the alias “Rio DiAngelo” as a member of the Heaven’s Gate cult, of which that man was the only survivor. Dell Parsons flees from Great Falls, Montana after his parents botch a bank robbery in this man’s 2012 novel Canada. Joe and Phyllis Markham struggle to find a house in Haddam, New Jersey in a Pulitzer-winning novel by this man whose protagonist, their real estate agent, plans a trip to the Baseball Hall of Fame with his son over the title holiday weekend. That protagonist first appeared in a novel by this man in which his young son’s death from Reye’s syndrome leads to his divorce from Anne Dykstra and his move into the title career. For 10 points, name this author who wrote about Frank Bascombe in Independence Day and The Sportswriter.
ANSWER: Richard Ford

This character, who claims to have “pine trees in her blood”, is at one point forbidden from attending Mass in the market town of Saint-Clair. Alain Forcas runs across this character in a bar in the novel What Was Lost. This character realizes that the object of her daughter’s affections, a law student named George Filhot, is actually in love with her. She feels an attachment to Jean Azévédo, the fiance of her sister-in-law Anne de la Trave, for whom she also felt an attraction that she was forced to repress. The birth of this character’s daughter Marie fails to alleviate her frustration at her dull life in Argelouse, which causes her to use Fowler’s solution in an attempt to poison her husband Bernard. For 10 points, name this title character of the most famous novel by 1952 Nobel winner Francois Mauriac.
ANSWER: Thérèse Desqueyroux [prompt on “Desqueyroux”; accept Thérèse Desqueyroux or either underlined portion of Thérèse Larroque]

A character in this play wears overly-tight sweaters and constantly refers to lipstick as “Devil’s Kiss”. This play ends with its protagonist giving a speech that describes being told to imagine a part of her hand that came from “a tongue of fire that screamed through the heavens” and relates her falling in love with the “beautiful word” “atom”. Another speech in this play is about boiling a dead cat in a sodium hydroxide solution and is giddily delivered by Janice Vickery. Its protagonist’s sister Ruth has a violent seizure after finding out that their mother Beatrice has drunkenly chloroformed their pet rabbit Peter. For 10 points, name this Pulitzer-winning play in which Tillie Hunsdorfer carries out the title science experiment, the most famous dramatic work of Paul Zindel.
ANSWER: The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds

The protagonist of a novel by this author experiences rare flashes of joy while looking at Delacroix’s Jacob Wrestling with the Angel and Titian’s Bacchus and Ariadne, and has spent a lifetime pining for his former flame, his first cousin Fanny Bauer. The elderly retiree Julius Herz is at the center of this author’s 2002 novel The Next Big Thing. The protagonist of her most famous novel carries on an affair with the married David Simmonds and turns down a proposal from Philip Neville. That character, a romance novelist named Edith Hope, fled London and lives at the title building near Lake Geneva. Some people got super pissed when that novel by this author beat out J.G. Ballard’s Empire of the Sun for the 1984 Booker Prize. For 10 points, name this art historian and novelist who wrote Hotel du Lac.
ANSWER: Anita Brookner

A character in this novel who was taught by Captain Ledoux to be a “tight-packer” tells a story about having to eat a boy named Fortunata, who he says “tasted… stringy”. This novel’s plot is set in motion by its protagonist’s desire to escape a marriage to Isadora Bailey arranged as blackmail by the gangster Papa Zeringue. In this novel, Josiah Squibb, Peter Cringle, and the evil dwarf Captain Ebenezer Falcon are among the crew of the Republic, which experiences a mutiny after capturing the shape-shifting “god” of the Allmuseri tribe. For 10 points, name this National Book Award-winning novel narrated by the freed slave Rutherford Calhoun, written by Charles Johnson and titled for a section of the triangle trade.
ANSWER: Middle Passage

A character in this novel who claims that his job is to make a “white lump, which has no meaning, [...] the most important thing in the world” is the ad executive Harwinton, who along with Walter Dundee and Rudolph Arling becomes the protagonist’s right-hand man. An important location in this novel is rumored to contain a “Garden of Black Delight” below its thirteenth subterranean floor, in addition to its actual Theatrum Mundi, Temple of Poesy, and many other attractions. Its protagonist marries Caroline, the sister of his business partner Emmeline Vernon, and rises from cigar-shop assistant to bellboy at the Vanderlyn to proprietor of the world’s largest hotel, the Grand Cosmo. For 10 points, name this “tale of an American dreamer”, a 1997 Pulitzer-winning novel by Steven Millhauser.
ANSWER: Martin Dressler: The Tale of an American Dreamer

In 2012, this novel was awarded the “Best of the James Tait Black” prize. The protagonist of this novel once escaped a sacrifice at the hands of “Christian Rosencreutz”, to whom she had been sold by Madame Schreck. In the final section of this novel, a train is waylaid in Siberia by bandits who seek an audience with Queen Victoria, while a major character is kidnapped by a group of escaped murderesses. In this novel, the fortune-telling pig Sibyl convinces Colonel Kearney to offer that major character a job on his Grand Imperial Tour. The protagonist of this novel tells the journalist Jack Walser that she was hatched from an egg and that the wings on her back are real. For 10 points, name this 1984 novel about the aerialist and performer Sophie Fevvers, a work of Angela Carter.
ANSWER: Nights at the Circus

This author won fans among early psychoanalysts with his autobiographical novel Imago. He used a pseudonym incorporating a Latin phrase meaning “happy at last” for his prose poem “Prometheus and Epimetheus”, which inspired Carl Jung and which he later updated and republished as Prometheus the Sufferer. His famous stories include “Conrad the Lieutenant” and “Two Little Misogynists”, but his most famous accomplishment is a five-book poem in alexandrines that ends with Heracles being sent into the world as Zeus declaims “Stupidity, I challenge thee! Malice, on the fight!” For 10 points, end this packet with a bang by naming the Swiss poet who was awarded the 1919 Lit Nobel for his epic poem Olympic Spring.
ANSWER: Carl Spitteler [or Carl Friedrich Georg Spitteler; prompt on “Carl Felix Tandem”]


