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1. This object was used to end a failed invasion by a tribe of sorcerers called the Dark Interlopers. It was also used after a botched execution attempt in which the victim survived being impaled with a sword and broke his chains. This object is held in a chamber that sits atop the Arbiter’s Grounds. A (*) piece of this object transforms Yeta into the ice monster Blizzeta. It functions in tandem with a black monolith called the Portal Stone, allowing you to travel to the palace of Zant. Ultimately, this object is shattered by Midna. For 10 points, name this object from Twilight Princess that links Hyrule to the Twilight Realm.
ANSWER: the Mirror of Twilight
BONUS: In Twilight Princess, the Zora Prince Ralis is a cleverly inverted example of what generic mythological figure, who typically suffers a “dolorous stroke”?
ANSWER: the Fisher King

2. Light-blue “Frost” variants of these enemies are encountered on the way to Starborn Valley and on Shiver Mountain. A giant one of these enemies with a lolling tongue speaks, like Owen Meany, in all-caps, and serves as the fire-breathing boss of Mt. Lavalava. A bunch of alternately minuscule or huge fire-breathing ones appear on Tiny-Huge Island. In (*) Super Mario Sunshine, the two-time boss of Bianco Hills is a Goop-vomiting member of this species who became a recurring Nintendo character. Super Mario 64 was the first game to show them outside of pipes. For 10 points, name these classic Mario enemies, carnivorous flowers named for a sharp-toothed South American fish.
ANSWER: Piranha Plants
BONUS: Tiny-Huge Island also features this dangerous enemy, a large orange fish who wears sunglasses and can eat Mario whole. As a child, David Seal nicknamed him “Big Murphy.”
ANSWER: Bubba

3. The second time you encounter this character, he has a crooked nose, and two-thirds of his frontal and parietal bones have been replaced by metal plating. If you suffer a disgraceful loss to him early in the game, this character delivers the devastating jeer, “I’ve got two words for you: LO—SER.” His other taunts include, “I’m gonna bust you up REEEAAAL good!” and (*) “Daddy screamed REEEAAAL good before he died!” When he first appears, he says, “Peppy! Long time no see!” referring to his membership in the original Star Fox team before he defected to Andross. For 10 points, name this Star Wolf member, a noted swine.
ANSWER: Pigma [or Pigma Dengar]
BONUS: On Fortuna, what three-word phrase does Pigma exclaim when you shoot him down? It is followed by a characteristic “Agh-aghagh-agh!”
ANSWER: “My beautiful reward!”

4. In a nod to Monty Python, this vehicle’s owner remarks, “No great loss, I’ve still got another,” when he loses an arm, followed by, “But I don’t need arms to beat you!” when he loses the other one. Once you have poured water from the hump of Gobi the Camel into this vehicle, it can travel to an environmentally forbidding half of the penultimate level. Its owner puns, “You’ll soon be feeling my merry old sole on the top of your puny heads!” before you fight him. This vehicle found in (*) Glitter Gulch Mine is owned by the “Grubby Boiler Monarch” Old King Coal, and it is required to access Grunty Industries. For 10 points, name this useful train from Banjo-Tooie.
ANSWER: Chuffy [prompt on the train from Banjo-Tooie before it is read, and accept that answer if no one else can name it]
BONUS: In the aforementioned penultimate level, Hailfire Peaks, the dragon brothers Chilli Billi and Chilli Willy serve as the level’s bosses. Both of them mistake you for a member of what occupation?
ANSWER: pizza delivery boy [or obvious equivalents]

5. It is heavily implied that this character is identical with another man who remarks, “Things would sure be more interesting if there were more…troubles in the world…” and talks about his unusual “hobby.” When you first meet this character, he exclaims, “Oh, I can only hope the world gets even worse!” and jokes, “If I looked as good as you, I could run a different kind of business.” In addition to a standard payment, he awards you 100 (*) points for each major sale, and when you reach 1000, he gives you a glass bottle. This character inhabits the former guardhouse by the Castle Town gate, and you must use your bow on horseback to hunt the enemies he requests, who materialize at various spots in Hyrule Field. For 10 points, name this mysterious character from Ocarina of Time who buys captured spirits.
ANSWER: the Poe Collector [or obvious equivalents indicating the guy who buys Poes from you; do not accept “Poe Salesman”]
BONUS: Perhaps the creepiest character in Ocarina of Time is the scientist by Lake Hylia. What signature statement does he make every time you dive in his pool? It is inevitably prefaced by, “You may not have noticed, but…”
ANSWER: “I’ve been watching you.”

6. In the best comment from the Youtube video for this character’s piccolo-heavy theme music, SpaceLlama69 recounts a childhood dream about blowing up his local video game store with this character’s theme playing in the background. When this character is unable to help you, he uses phrases like, “Zero doin’,” and “Gimme some slack,” and he is fond of peppering his conversation with gesticulations and sound effects pantomiming falling bombs. In the third level, this character can be found in the Testing Department, and in the fourth level, you find him near a sunken submarine. In the game’s climactic sequence, this character fires the (*) boot that sends the main antagonist flying into a floating prison to be beaten up by a gentle giant. The Feather Bow, the Grape Shooter, the Pineapple Launcher, the Peanut Popgun, and the Coconut Shooter are the five ranged weapons that you can purchase at his armory. For 10 points, name this camo-wearing, shades-sporting member of the Kong family.
ANSWER: Funky Kong [prompt on Kong]
BONUS: Name all seven of the tasty food items listed in the concluding refrain of the DK Rap. Alternatively, you may recite a full verse for a Kong of your choice.
ANSWER: “Walnuts, peanuts, pineapple smells, / Grapes, melons, oranges, and coconut shells!”

7. In a climactic scene, the dissolution of this material reveals a portal to the Hall of Honored Dead, which contains statues of former Sentinels. This substance is secreted by the core of a creature referred to in prophetic literature as “The Worm.” Thardus was created from rock and this material in Phendrana Drifts. This substance was responsible for the (*) near-extinction of the Luminoth, who were devastated by the Ing Horde. Project Titan and Project Helix both focused on applications of this substance, which was introduced to the planets Aether and Tallon IV. The latter project used this material to produce the Elite Pirates and the Omega Pirate, whose death infuses your Power Suit with this substance. For 10 points, name this highly radioactive blue substance in the Metroid universe that originated from the planet Phaaze.
ANSWER: Phazon
BONUS: The giant, living meteor that spreads Phazon to new planets is called a Leviathan. What French printmaker created the iconic frontispiece for the Thomas Hobbes tract of that name?
ANSWER: Abraham Bosse

8. A witty observer named Graphitediscus once noted that “some men just want to watch [this thing] burn.” The failure of this event to come to fruition is indicated by a video in which tears stream down the face of a character sitting in a prison cell with “Okeow is gay” written over the toilet. Simple Plan’s “How Could This Happen to Me?” plays over that looping video about the failure of this event. The main .com page named for this event plays an electric guitar-dominated instrumental cover of “Numa Numa” to accompany four corner videos showing the shirtless celebratory dancing of Bonesaw577. Hopes that this event was occurring were frequently dashed by dramatic (*) chokes on Rainbow Ride. The name for this perpetually imminent event was coined and popularized on Siglemic’s chat as he played Super Mario 64. For 10 points, give this term for a world record-breaking speedrun that originated from a misspelling of the word “run.”
ANSWER: the urn [or teh urn; prompt on Sig breaking the world record and obvious equivalents]
BONUS: The chat on Siglemic’s stream spawned a variety of ubiquitous inside jokes. One of the most popular jokes, delivered in response to frequent questions about Sig’s gender, held that he was one of these things.
ANSWER: a hot asian grill [sic] [prompt on asian]

9. You enter this location through the mouth of a decorated, head-shaped structure with fires burning in the octagonal windows that serve as the eyes. This location features a purple-cloaked enemy who wields two sabers and commits bomb-seppuku when you defeat him. In order to access this dungeon, you must know the “Elegy of Emptiness.” You can obtain the (*) Great Fairy’s Sword by collecting the fifteen Stray Fairies in this temple. After defeating the Garo Master and obtaining the Light Arrows, you can shoot the Red Emblem with one, causing this entire temple to flip upside down and reverse right and left. This temple’s boss is the massive insect Twinmold, whom you must defeat using the Giant’s Mask. For 10 points, name this fourth temple in Majora’s Mask.
ANSWER: Stone Tower Temple
BONUS: Because shooting the Red Emblem only inverts two of the three dimensional axes of the Stone Tower Temple, rather than all three, it does not qualify as a true example of what type of transformation?
ANSWER: parity transformation

10. A boss in this game must be defeated by redirecting the wrenches he throws through movable elbow pipes, which are introduced in the fourth level. Another boss in this game is an anthropomorphic sun whom you must knock into the water surrounding the stage. Those bosses, the Mad Wrencher and Sundee, are minions of the evil (*) farmer Jinbe, who has kidnapped your wife and children. Each screen of this game requires you to navigate a black ball through enemies and obstacles into the next door, relying heavily on your ability to dig holes and tunnels. For 10 points, name this underrated Shigeru Miyamoto project, a Game Boy game starring Muddy Mole.
ANSWER: Mole Mania
BONUS: The first boss in Mole Mania is a kangaroo wearing boxing gloves named Kangaroon. What objects must you drag under his shadow when he leaps into the air in order to defeat him?
ANSWER: thumbtacks

11. In one game, you must circle repeatedly around a platform that shoots blue flames out of its bottom tip on the way to one of these objects with a pair of Bob-ombs and a Lakitu atop it. In another game, you must traverse two of these objects before fighting the lava octopus King Kaliente. Many of these objects are incinerated by (*) Rosalina as she pilots her observatory to Bowser’s Galaxy Reactor near the end of Super Mario Galaxy. In his first appearance, Unagi is poking his head out of one of these objects. In Super Mario 64, you can obtain a star by firing yourself through a circular rainbow from a cannon on one of these objects found in Rainbow Ride. For 10 points, name these objects, one of which is sunk to the bottom of Jolly Roger Bay.
ANSWER: ships [or airships before “Unagi” is read]
BONUS: I learned the Japanese word for “eel” from Super Mario 64. From what Minoru Kawasaki film did I learn the Japanese word for “crab”? Its protagonist is a giant crab who becomes a soccer player, and it was described by its director as being “like Forrest Gump, but with a crab.”
ANSWER: Kani Goalkeeper [or Crab Goalkeeper]

12. In this level, a bored cubiform creature claims he spent days coming up with a game that involves flipping over tiles on a four-by-four board, then petulantly decides not to be your friend anymore when you beat him. At one point in this level, you must navigate a maze that alternately rotates clockwise and counterclockwise, whose spiked walls remove a third of your health if you touch them. At another point, you must execute a series of jumps over lava during a (*) race with the beetle from an earlier level. On the uppermost platform of this level, a giant Kosha has periodic tantrums that result in boulders raining from the ceiling. This level’s boss battle is a rematch with Army Dillo. For 10 points, name this cavernous sixth level of Donkey Kong 64.
ANSWER: Crystal Caves
BONUS: Many 90s children know the meaning of the word “jape” due to the game’s first level being called Jungle Japes. From which Canterbury pilgrim does the host request “som myrthe or japes”? Earlier, in a nod to Donkey Kong 64, Chaucer says of him that “with feyned flaterye and japes, / He made the person and the peple his apes.”
ANSWER: the Pardoner

13. The music for this level originated from a riff the composer wrote for the song “No Absolution” for the metal band he was in before he turned to video games. One of your enemies in this level tauntingly asks, “What’s the matter? No glib remark, no pithy comeback?” and the music changes after he instructs you to “Finish the job…if you can.” Earlier, that enemy in this level criticizes you for being “Always loyal to the (*) mission, never to your friends.” Aside from the simple task of blowing up a single computer, your only objective in this level is killing your nemesis by shooting him off of a tiny platform at the bottom of a ladder. In this level, you run around the scaffolding suspending a giant satellite antenna and ultimately kill Alec Trevelyan. For 10 points, name this last regular level of GoldenEye.
ANSWER: Cradle [prompt on the last level of GoldenEye]
BONUS: Trevelyan is seeking retribution for the British Army’s brutal forced repatriation of Cossacks to the Soviet Union after World War II. What Austrian town, where Camp Peggetz was located, was the site of the most notable repatriation, including Trevelyan’s family?
ANSWER: Lienz

14. Two copies of this enemy act as the second mini-boss of Catfish’s Maw in Link’s Awakening. This enemy appears as the boss of the Dancing Dragon Dungeon in Oracle of Seasons. A modified form of this boss can be defeated by dropping a giant fist on top of it using the Dominion Rod. In another appearance, this boss torments the Sky Spirit Valoo, whose (*) tail you grapple during the boss fight to pull down the ceiling. In Twilight Princess, a modified form of this boss appears in the Temple of Time. This boss of Dragon Roost Cavern in The Wind Waker also appears in a game in which defeating a minion and his companions in a special order causes one of them to tell you to strike her with your sword while she is stunned. Appearing inside the Great Deku Tree, she is the first boss of Ocarina of Time. For 10 points, name this recurring boss, a one-eyed arthropod.
ANSWER: Gohma
BONUS: Princess Zelda’s namesake, Zelda Fitzgerald, wrote what only novel of hers while being treated for a mental breakdown at Johns Hopkins? Her husband was annoyed that she used autobiographical material he had been planning on using in Tender Is the Night.
ANSWER: Save Me the Waltz

15. The mimetic accuracy of this event, an instance of mise en abyme, depended on the last-minute discovery of some four-inch-wide, unmarked yellow tape by an assistant. This action occurs after a character ties some police tape to a tree but fails to stretch it far enough. The character who enacts this event refuses an offer of help by gesturing for his friend to stand back, saying, “Wait a minute. (*) This looks familiar. This reminds me of something.” Before attempting this action, he assures his companion, “I’ve been preparing for this moment my entire life,” but his hopes are dashed when he is forced to dive out of the way of an oncoming white truck, after which Jerry comments, “Game over.” For 10 points, name this event in which George Costanza mimics the gameplay of the arcade game he is pushing across the street.
ANSWER: George’s real-life game of Frogger [or obvious equivalents; do not accept “George Costanza playing Frogger”]
BONUS: Instances of mise en abyme like the Frogger sequence in Seinfeld operate on a principle akin to that of fractals. In mathematics, what adjective describes such systems that look roughly the same on any scale?
ANSWER: self-similar

16. In the Japanese version of the game he appears in, this character is inexplicably named Benjamin. In a re-release of the game, this character’s closely associated supervisor no longer had a white beard, making him look less like Fidel Castro. If you take too long to defeat this character, he immediately destroys you following the announcement, “You’re too slow, time to end this!” This character is controlled by a much more amusing guy with such catchphrases as “What’s wrong? Come a little closer!” and (*) “Here come the little hyenas now!” This boss fires parallel laser beams from his wings and drops plunger-like iron pillars in your path, and he is tethered to the Forever Train. For 10 points, name this boss from Star Fox whose name puns on that of the planet he occupies, Macbeth.
ANSWER: Mechbeth
BONUS: What forested area was largely cleared during the construction of the Weapons Factory on Macbeth? Fittingly, its name is drawn from Shakespeare.
ANSWER: Birnam Wood

17. This weapon is used to break fifteen sticks of dynamite in the Ordnance Storage Challenge. Earlier, this weapon is used in an area in which you open the Slightly Sacred Chamber, followed by the Really Sacred Chamber, where you confront a “Despotic Dizzy Totem God” named (*) Targitzan. It is also used to defeat the clinkers in Clinker’s Cavern. This weapon fires “clockwork,” “ice,” “grenade,” “fire,” and “blue” types of its characteristic ammunition, eggs. For 10 points, name this weapon also known as the Breegull Blaster, a bird used as a gun by his backpack-wearing companion Banjo.
ANSWER: Kazooie [or the Breegull Blaster before it is read]
BONUS: Targitzan is a fictional Mayan war god. To which real Mayan war god does he correspond? If that’s too hard, just name his other major analogue, the Hero Twin known as the “War Twin.”
ANSWER: Buluc Chabtan [or Xbalanque]

18. According to the backstory in the instruction manual, the protagonist responded to news of the trouble caused by this character by using a parrot as a “makeshift carrier pigeon.” The main characters panic and run around in circles when this character appears on the beach, taunting, “Sorry to break the party WORMS! But I HAD to say GOODBYE!” He comes from the planet (*) Future Fun Land, which can be reached by using a lighthouse that turns out to be a rocket. After collecting the four quarters of an amulet of his face, you can enter the sculpture of his head carved into the mountainside on Timber’s Island and challenge him to a race. For 10 points, name this main antagonist in Diddy Kong Racing, a porcine sorcerer.
ANSWER: Wizpig
BONUS: In the course Boulder Canyon, ringing the bell causes this to happen, screwing the racers behind you. In order to obtain one of the four secret keys in the game, you must do this, then backtrack and use a powerful boost.
ANSWER: it raises the drawbridge [or obvious equivalents]

19. This thing was created as the result of an assignment to study the “hereditary mystic powers” of the Royal Family. In a subsequent game, one of the creators of this thing sells his soul to the devil and locks up its co-creator, his younger brother, in Ikana Graveyard. This thing was created by Flat and Sharp, the (*) Composer Brothers. This song is functionally and melodically equivalent to the “Song of Passing” in The Wind Waker. In order to learn this song, you must first play Zelda’s Lullaby standing on the Triforce marker in the Kakariko Village Graveyard. You find this song’s melody carved in stone in the Royal Family’s Tomb. This song is especially useful for its ability to freeze Gibdos and Redeads. For 10 points, name this song from Ocarina of Time that changes day to night, and vice versa.
ANSWER: the Sun’s Song
BONUS: In addition to being the world’s number one Song of Storms enthusiast, the Windmill Man is undoubtedly a fan of this Wallace Stevens poem from Ideas of Order. It observes, “the clouds flew round and the clouds flew round and the clouds flew round with the clouds,” and notes, “things go round and again go round has rather a classical sound.”
ANSWER: “The Pleasures of Merely Circulating”

20. This building contains unique enemies such as a cylindrical stone roller called a Spindel and a grinning Thwomp variant capable of horizontal movement called a Grindel. This location houses a boss who is the closest series precursor to Bouldergeist, David Seal’s arch nemesis from Super Mario Galaxy. Standing on four (*) pillars around this structure blows the top off of it, enabling one to access the boss it contains, who consists of two stone hands with an eye in each palm. This building contains Eyerok, in addition to a star that is acquired by touching five spots marked by coins along a sand duct. For 10 points, name this building from Super Mario 64 that dominates the landscape of Shifting Sand Land.
ANSWER: the pyramid in Shifting Sand Land
BONUS: What 1952 book of psychoanalytic cultural theory might apply to Mario’s classic nemeses, the Shy Guys?
ANSWER: Black Skin, White Masks [or Peau noire, masques blancs]
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