
Valencia Fall Invitational 2000


Champeenship Round--Questions mostly by CB with some by Roberts Whaples and Dhuwalia

1)  This atomic process was discovered in 1939, through the work of Strassman, Hahn, and Meitner.  It causes a large energy release by converting binding energy into kinetic energy, when a large molecule which has absorbed a slow-moving neutron is “cracked” into smaller, more stable molecules.  FTP, identify this type of reaction, in which the most common starting materials are Plutonium-239 and Uranium-235.

A.  Fission (do not accept “fusion”)

2)  In the Old Testament ritual of Yom Kippur, this animal was chosen by lots to and then thrown over a precipice in Jerusalem to placate Azazel, a wilderness demon.  The animal symbolically took on the sins of the nation, and by sacrificing it, the people were purified.  FTP give the name of this animal which has come to refer to any person or group who takes the blame for the sins of others.

A.  scapegoat

3)  Trained as a doctor, he carried a Uruguayan passport with the name Adolfo Mena.  When he was executed by Bolivian troops in 1967, they cut off his hands for reasons never explained.  His revolutionary reputation was made by his efforts in the late 1950s and early 1960s to help Fidel Castro establish a communist regime in Cuba.  FTP name this revolutionary whose image lives on in hipster t-shirts.

A.  Che Guevara
4)  In the center, Christ talks to the disciples, instructing Peter to find the coin needed to pay the tax collector in the mouth of a fish.  At the left, Peter removes the coin from that fish.  At the right, Peter disdainfully thrusts the coin into the outstretched palm of the taxman.  Name this groundbreaking 14th century painting, FTP, by Massaccio.

A.  The Tribute Money

5)  It is home to both the Pablo Picasso and the Joan Miro museums, and its skyline is graced by Antonio Gaudi’s beautiful but unfinished Sagrada Familia church.  Its main drag is the Ramblas, a long boulevard filled with tacky tourist shops and great restaurants leading to the Mediterranean port.  FTP name this capital of the Catalonian region of Spain, home to the 1992 Summer Olympics.

A.  Barcelona

6)  He is estranged from his father, an admiral, because of his low ambition and generally irresponsible lifestyle.  His back sports a large tatoo of a hot rod from Car-Toons Magazine, he once dated an airport men’s club dancer named Crystal, and he’s partial to hard rock music, once serenading his elementary school charges with a guitar-solo version of “Freebird.”  FTP name this bus driver for Springfield Elementary who likes “to get blottoed.”

A.  Otto

7)  Biologists properly call it the Sewall Wright effect.  It takes place more rapidly in smaller populations or when a generation’s alleles involved confer no apparent benefit compared to any others.  It is inevitable over successive generations due to sampling errors in gametes.  FTP name this genetic change in the frequency of certain allele characteristics over time.

A.  genetic drift
8)  One version of the myth suggests she hatched from an egg laid by her mother, while another suggest that she was entirely human and was carried off by Theseus when she was a child.  Her brothers rescued her while Theseus was in the underworld and brought her back to Sparta.  Odysseus suggested she be allowed to choose her husband, the opposite of Greek tradition, and after she did she bore him a daughter, Hermione.  FTP name this wife of Menelaus, the “face that launched a thousand ships.”

A.  Helen

9)  This name was adopted by a number of Italian organized crime syndicates in both Italy and the US in the 1920s through 1940s, but it originally designated a subversive group founded by Colonel Dimitrijevic to combat the authoritarian measures of the Habsburgs.  FTP name this Serbian group of whom the most famous member was Gavrilo Princip.

A.  Black Hand
10)  The first one landed on July 20, 1976, on Chryse Planitia.  The second landed two weeks later on Utopia Planitia.  Both sent back pictures of  a rocky, desert-like terrain.  Neither found much evidence of life, however.  FTP name this first set of probes to land on Mars.

A.  Viking (acc. Viking I or Viking II)

11)  It is the world’s most crowded waterway, carrying three times the maritime traffic of the Suez Canal.  Eleven shipping accidents have already taken place in 2000, though none as bad as that which killed 29 Russian sailors on an oil tanker in 1994.  Though it is only 20 miles long, it is treacherous partly due to its narrowness:  it is only 700 yards wide at its narrowest point.  FTP name this small strait which joins the Sea of Marmara to the Black Sea.

A.  Bosporus

12)  He never played in the Australian Open as its January date interfered with his yearly four-month vacation.  He also never won the U. S. open, and he generally didn’t fare well on hardcourts.  His grass and clay play were superb, however, netting him six French and five Wimbledon titles, including his classic 1981 victory over John McEnroe.  FTP name this Swede who retired in 1981 at the top of his game.

A.  Bjorn Borg
13)  His most recent literary output, though he began it in the early 1960s, is his first novel, The Rum Diary.  Had he been elected mayor of Aspen, Colorado, he would’ve torn up the asphalt and replaced it with grass, renamed the town “Fat City,” and set up a stocks in which to lock up drug dealers who charged too much; he lost by less than a hundred votes.  FTP name this Gonzo journalist, author of three books beginning with the words “Fear and Loathing.”

A.  Hunter S. Thompson 
14)  It consists of a tube containing a low-pressure gas and a cylindrical hollow cathode through which runs a wire anode.  An ionizing particle passing into the tube will cause an ion to be produced and accelerated to the appropriate electrode, which stimulates a small speaker to emit clicks and beeps.  FTP name this device used to detect and measure radiation.

A.  Geiger counter

15)  She had her own estate, called Chateau de St. Cloud, where she liked to gamble.  The French called her “the Austrian” after her country of birth, not a complimentary nickname.  Who was this daughter of Francis I and Maria Theresa of Austria, FTP, the wife of Louis XVI?

A.  Marie Antoinette
16)  Xenophon tells us that this man served as a foot soldier in the Peloponnesian war before returning to Athens to marry Xanthippe, whom he described as a shrew.  The Epicureans called him “the Athenian Buffoon.”  Who is the philosopher without a school, FTP, best known from the descriptions in Plato’s dialogues?

A.  Socrates

17)  Much of the novel focuses on the hunting of Old Slewfoot, a giant black bear missing a toe.  Jody, the protagonist, builds a flutter mill at the spring, hunts with his father, and plays with his crippled friend Fodder-Wing.  The titular creature is Jody’s pet, named Flag, who is shot after he eats the Baxter family’s new corn.  So goes, FTP, what novel by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings?

A.  The Yearling

18)  Massachussets’ law forbidding state agencies from doing business with this Asian nation was struck down by the Supreme Court, which said states cannot create policies that supersede federal relations with foreign countries.  It changed its name officially in 1989, though because of the current regime’s appalling record on civil rights, the U.S. refuses to recognize the new name.  FTP name this southeast Asian nation whose capital used to be Rangoon, and is now Yangon.

A.  Myanmar (accept Burma)

19)  His wife was Mary Custis, a granddaughter of Martha Custis, George Washington’s wife, and his father, Henry, was one of Washington’s trusted aides.  After graduating second from West Point and successfully leading troops in the Mexican War, he was superintendent of West Point from 1852-1855.  FTP name this general who turned down Lincoln’s offer to head the Union armies in order to lead the Army of Virginia in the Civil War.

A.  Robert E. Lee
20)  Mistresses Ford and Page find out they are both being wooed by the same rogue, and they indignantly decide to get even.  They set up the rogue to be discovered by their husbands, and as he comes to make love to Mistress Ford, he must be rushed out of the house in a basket of foul-smelling linen.  The rogue’s only companions are the irrepressible Bardolph, Pistol, and Nym.  FTP name this Shakespearean play written because Elizabeth I wanted to see more of Falstaff.

A.  The Merry Wives of Windsor

21)  The first president born after the close of the Civil War, he served as Lieutenant Governor of Ohio and then later as a Senator during World War I.  At the end of that conflict, he won the Republican nomination, pledging a “return to normalcy.”  FTP name this chief executive who presided over the corrupt Albert Fall and who died of pneumonia in 1923.

A.  Warren G. Harding      

Boni--Champeenship Round

1)  Identify the following bodies of water around the Middle East FTPE.

This thin northern branch of the Red Sea separates Egypt from Saudi Arabia and gives Israel and Jordan ports.

A.  Gulf of Aqaba

This small gulf of the Red Sea separatest the bulk of Egypt from the Sinai Peninsula.

A.  Gulf of Suez (do NOT accept “Suez Canal”)

These straits bend around Oman, connecting the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman.

A.  Straits of Hormuz

2)  Name these French mathematicians whose names start with L, for 10 points each.

A.  In his 1794 Elements de Geometrie, he proved that both pi and pi squared are irrational.

Ans: Adrien Marie Legendre
B.  He created the calculus of variations and did extensive work on calculating planetary motions; his writings include Mecanique analytique from 1788, and a common energy formulation is named for him.

Ans: Joseph Louis Lagrange
C.  Author of the 5-volume Mecanique celeste, his 1812 work on probability includes his namesake integral transform and presents an experimental method now known as the Monte Carlo Method.

Ans: Pierre Simon Laplace

3)  Name the following playwrights from works on a 10-5 basis.

10pts.  Breath; Krapp’s Last Tape

5 pts.   Endgame



A.  Samuel Beckett
10pts.  Seascape

5pts.   Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
A.  Edward Albee
10pts.  All My Sons

5pts     The Crucible



A.  Arthur Miller
4)  Identify the following current Supreme Court Justices from descriptions FTPE.

The longest serving Justice, he’s also the Chief.

A.  William Rehnquist
The only Justice nominated by President Ford, he’s the oldest Justice and one of the Court’s more liberal voices.

A.  John Paul Stevens
Although nominated by George Bush in 1990 after Robert Bork was rejected by the Senate, this Justice has become a stalwart of the Court’s liberal wing.

A.  David Souter
5)  For this breezy bonus, you’ll need to identify the following named winds FTPE.

This warm, humid southerly wind of the Mediterranean Sea brings rain to Southern Europe and shares its name with an old car model.

A.  Sirocco 

This warm, dry, westerly wind occurs on the Eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains around 40 days a year, primarily in winter.

A.  Chinook

Though this originally referred to a wind condition in the Arabian Sea, it now designates any wind system characterized by seasonal reversability and which often brings heavy rains.

A.  monsoon

6)  Given a description, name the class of elementary particles FTPE.

Including particles like the muon and neutrino, these particles are never found in the nucleus and are not subject to the strong nuclear force.

A.  leptons

These particles, including the proton, are made up of quark triplets.

A.  baryons

Composed of quark/anti-quark pairs, these class includes particles like pions and kaons.

A.  mesons

7)  Answer the following about the assassination of Abraham Lincoln on a 5-10-15 basis.

5 pts.
Lincoln was shot in what Washington D.C. theater?

A.  Ford Theater

10 pts.
What play was he watching when he was shot by John Wilkes Booth?

A.  Our American Cousin

15 pts.
What doctor splinted Booth’s broken foot, earning himself a hanging?

A.  Dr. Samuel Mudd
8)  Name the following current Major League Baseball players known for their athletic exploits in football FTPE.

This former University of Tennessee quarterback is now a member of the Colorado Rockies and was leading the league in batting at the All-Star break in 2000.

A.  Todd Helton
This Atlanta Brave previously starred as a defensive back for the Atlanta Falcons, but he’s not Deion Sanders.

A.  Brian Jordan
This California Angels outfielder was the punter for two Nebraska Cornhuskers national championship teams.

A.  Darren Erstad   

9)  Identify these ancient Greek writers on a 5-10-15 basis.  Hint:  none of them are dramatists.

This Theban is famous for his odes, including the Pythian.

A.  Pindar

This epic poet’s Theogeny is the basis for much of our knowledge of Greek mythology.

A.  Hesiod

This 4th century BCE poet of the New Comedy wrote the Dyscolus and Samia.

A.  Menander

10)  Answer the following about U.S. involvement in Vietnam FTPE.

On August, 2, 1964, two U.S. destroyers were attacked in this body of water, leading to a congressional resolution allowing expanded U.S. involvement in the war.

A.  Gulf of Tonkin

This road from Cambodia into North Vietnam was the Viet Cong’s main supply route.

A.  Ho Chi Minh Trail

The accords ending hostilities between North and South Vietnam were signed in what city?

A.  Paris

11)  Answer the following about the Aztecs on a 5-10-15 basis.

5pts
This city, buried beneath Mexico City, was the Aztec capital.

A.  Tenochtitlan

10pts
The arrival of Cortes was mistaken for the advent of this god, the “feathered serpent.”

A.  Quetzacoatl

15pts.
The protector and chief deity of Tenochtitlan, this god of the sun was indicated by a hummingbird.

A.  Huitzilpochtli      

12)  Given a title and a description of a work, name its female African American author.

Their Eyes Were Watching God, a novel


A.  Zora Neale Hurston
We Real Cool, a poem




A.  Gwendolyn Brooks
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, a memoir

A.  Maya Angelou
The Bluest Eye, a novel




A.  Toni Morrison
A Raisin in the Sun, a play




A.  Lorraine Hansberry
The Temple of My Familiar, a novel



A.  Alice Walker
13)  Identify the following Chinese Dynasties from descriptions FTPE.

Lasting from 206 BCE to 220 CE, this dynasty reached its apogee under Emperor Wu Ti.

A.  Han

Lasting from 618-907 CE, this dynasty featured the “golden age” of Chinese culture, embodied by poets like Li Po and Tu Fu.

A.  T’ang

This dynasty, whose name translates as “brilliant,” lasted from 1368 to 1644 and is best known for the improvements in the making of beautiful porcelain and other “chinaware.”

A.  Ming

14)  A. As of 2000, only one person has won two Nobel prizes in physics.  FTP, name that scientist.

Ans: John Bardeen
B. FTP, John Bardeen shared the 1956 prize with Brittain and Shockley for the development of what device?

Ans: the Transistor
C.  Bardeen shared the 1972 prize for his contributions to the BCS theory.  FTP, what physical phenomenon was explained by the BCS theory?

Ans: Superconductivity

15)  Answer the following about a period of American history FSNOP.

FTP, what name, derived from a satiric work by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner, is applied to the last 20 years of the 19th century, characterized by an explosion of wealth among the northeastern “robber barons”?

A.  Gilded Age

FFPE, what two tycoons tried to corner the U.S. gold market, resulting in the panic of 1869?

A.  Jay Gould and James Fisk
FTP, the beginning of the 1869 panic was September 24, known by what name to historians?

A.  Black Friday  

16)  For this bonus, I’ll name a category of the Academy Awards, and for five points each, you name both who won the 2000 award, and for what movie.

Best Actor


A.  Kevin Spacey, American Beauty
Best Actress


A.  Hillary Swank, Boys Don’t Cry
Best Supporting Actress
A.  Angelina Jolie; Girl, Interrupted
17)  Identify the Japanese-born authors of the following works FTPE.

The Tale of Genji


A.  Lady Murasaki Shikibu

The Woman in the Dunes

A.  Kobo Abe  

The Remains of the Day

A.  Kazuo Ishiguro
18)  30-20-10 Name the composer from works.

30  Israel in Egypt; Saul

20  Rinaldo; Music for Fireworks

10  Messiah; Water Music

A.  George Friedrich Handel
19)  Time for some periodic table math.  On a 5-10-15 basis, using the atomic numbers of the following elements, carry out the requested calculation, and answer by giving the name of the element that has the atomic number of the answer.  

5pts.
Helium times oxygen=what element?

A.  sulphur (2x8=16)

10pts.
Titanium divided by sodium=what element?

A.  helium

15pts
Fermium divided by Neon=what element?

A.  neon 

20)  30-20-10 Name this famous Greek.

30  Legend has it he was killed when fellow Athenians, in a gesture of respect, threw their garments on him; unfortunately, he suffocated.

20  Alive during the 7th century BCE, under him debtors could be claimed as slaves.

10  He is most famous for his strict law code, which the orator Demades said was “written in blood.”

A.  Draco

