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Questions by Chris Borglum, Cory Edwards, and Brian Rooney

Toss-ups
1) Six separate Supreme Court cases of 1876 are referred to by the name of this organization, as the cases involved the right of states to regulate railroads and grain processors which had been fixing high prices for freight and storage.  Formed in 1867, it still exists today, working mostly to foster educational exchanges about agricultural methods and to create farming cooperatives.  FTP name this organization also known as the Patrons of Husbandry.

A.  The Grange (acc. Grangers)

2) In 1932, American physicist Carl Anderson discovered a trace of this subatomic particle while studying cosmic rays.  It had first been theorized by Paul Dirac, who reasoned that electrons don’t fall into negative energy states because the seemingly empty space there is filled with negative energy electrons.  FTP name these particles which have the same mass as electrons but a positive charge.

A.  positrons

3) He described his re-conversion to Christianity in the autobiography Surprised by Joy.  His faith is clear in the science fiction trilogy he later wrote, which began with Out of the Silent Planet.  FTP name this author of The Screwtape Letters who also wrote seven children’s books about Narnia.

A.  C. S. Lewis
4) In the first episode of Cheers, Norm described this 1967 flick as the sweatiest movie ever made.  It featured a wealth of familiar faces, including Wayne Rogers, Strother Martin, Dennis Hopper, and Joe Don Baker.  In one of its classic scenes, the title character eats 50 boiled eggs to win a bet.  FTP name this movie about southern prison camp inmates starring Paul Newman.

A.  Cool Hand Luke
5) The first ended with the defeat of the British at Majuba Hill in 1881.  The second ended slowly as British Lord Kitchener began to realize he could no longer contain guerilla raids on his units.  FTP name these wars named for Britain’s opponents, the Dutch settlers of South Africa.

A.  Boer Wars

6) No odd ones exist.  The largest is (2 859,437 -1) x 2 859, 433.  The smallest is six.  What are these numbers, FTP, which are equal to the sum of all the their proper divisors?

A.  perfect numbers

7) Two alternate names for this ailment are Caisson Disease and Tunnel Disease.  It causes severe pain in the muscles and joints of the arms and legs, which may be accompanied by vertigo, nausea, shock, and even death.  Name this disease, FTP, which is caused by the enlargement of nitrogen bubbles in blood and tissue resulting from increased pressure, often due to a diver’s overly rapid return to the water’s surface.

A.  Bends

8) According to Aristotle, this concept is an absolutely essential component of tragedy since there is no reason to witness the destruction of a thoroughly virtuous man nor that of a thoroughly corrupt one.  Instead, one learns from the downfall of a man who is or does good, but has a particular trait which lays him low.  One example of this concept is hubris, or excessive pride.  FTP name this term from Greek tragedy which translates as “fatal flaw.”

A.  hamartia

9) As a 21 year old college senior, he was the subject of a long 1965 article by John McPhee in The New Yorker called “A Sense of Where You Are,” detailing his uncanny sense of spacing both on the basketball court and in life.  After graduating from Princeton, he studied at Oxford on a Rhodes Scholarship before returning to win two championships with the New York Knicks.  Name this former athlete, FTP, who went on to serve New Jersey in the U. S. Senate and who is currently running for the Democratic Presidential nomination.

A.  Bill Bradley
10) A chemistry term, it is the addition of measured amounts of a solution of one reagent from a burette to a definite amount of another reagent until the action between them is complete.  Give the name, FTP, of this operation which forms the basis of volumetric analysis.

A.  titration

11) In an effort to recruit new members, this religious sect allowed a BBC television crew to film them for a documentary called “I Don’t Want to be Remembered as a Chair” and also released a CD called “Simple Gifts,” based on their chants and spirituals.  They need to recruit quickly, since as celibates they can’t grow through reproduction, and now only seven members remain, with an average age of 58.  Name this sect, formally known as the United Society of Believers, whose nickname comes from the ecstatic body tremors members display during worship.

A.  Shakers

12) Born in 1876, he grew up around the waterfront in Oakland, often ending up on the wrong side of the law.  He joined the Klondike gold rush of 1897, but after a year of fruitless gold mining, he returned to Oakland and began writing.  His nearly autobiographical novel Martin Eden describes his process of coping with the great success of his earlier novels.  Name this author, FTP, of money-making books such as The Sea Wolf, White Fang, and The Call of the Wild.

A.  Jack London
13) The first 22 years of his reign were generally placid, as he was advised by his mother, the philosopher Seneca, and the Praetorian prefect Burrus.  After his mother Agrippina was murdered in 59 CE, however, he became increasingly tyrannical and eccentric.  FTP name this Roman Emperor who is often blamed for the great fire of 64 CE.

A.  Nero

14) The famous bridge built by prisoners of war on the Kwai River was located in this country.  Also there is the isthmus of Kra, and the cities of Songkhla and Chon Buri.  FTP name this Asian nation whose currency is the bhat and whose capital is Bangkok.

A.  Thailand

15) She finally died after a long bout with leukemia on September 21st, 1999 in a German hospital.  Though she had been much scorned in her native land during her life for wearing designer clothes and expensive jewelry, her passing brought her much veneration in her native land.  There was no word, however, as to Nancy Reagan’s feelings.  Name this supposed rival of Nancy’s, FTP, the last “first lady” of the Soviet Union.

A.  Raisa Gorbachev (both names required)

16) As an undergraduate student in Munich in 1920, he explained the splitting of spectral lines into pairs by describing the pattern of half-integer quantum numbers.  Though he didn’t get official credit for this work, it did earn him a PhD in 1923.  A few years later, while recuperating from hayfever on the Danish island of Heligoland, he developed the mathematics necessary to explain the relationships between different electron states.  FTP name this German physicist whose name is most commonly known because of his “uncertainty principle.”

A.  Werner Heisenberg

17) For some quick ‘n’ tasty math points, in how many different ways can a group of six people sit in a circle?

A.  120 (5!=120)

18) Born in 1732, he was only eight years old when his beautiful singing voice got him invited to join a choir in Vienna.  There he soaked up that city’s vibrant music culture, composing his first symphony in 1759.  Its performance wowed a young Hungarian prince named Paul Esterhazy, who would patronize the composer for the next 30 years.  FTP name this composer of symphonies nicknamed the Drumroll, Surprise, and Farewell.

A.  Franz Josef Haydn
19) He spoke over 30 languages and regional dialects and produced the first English translations of the Kama Sutra and The Arabian Nights.  He also traveled the world, exploring Africa with fellow Englishman John Hanning Speke in the mid-19th century.  FTP name this British adventurer who was the first westerner to visit Mecca and who shares his name with a two-time husband of Elizabeth Taylor.

A.  Richard Burton (full name required)

20) Found in abundance in many countries, often in association with quartz, it is formed from aluminum oxide.  It forms many precious stones, including rubies, topaz, amethysts, and emeralds.  Because of its hardness, it is widely used in drill bits and emery.  FTP name this mineral, second in hardness only to diamonds.

A.  corundum

21) This state was the birthplace of Ralph Ellison, Woody Guthrie, Wiley Post, and Mickey Mantle.  Parts of it were explored by Coronado in 1541.  It features the National Cowboy Hall of Fame and the Chisolm Trail Museum.  FTP name this state, perhaps more famous for its “Sooners.”

A.  Oklahoma

Boni
1) Name these African countries from descriptions FSNOP.

5 pts.  This nation is home to Timbuktu

A.  Mali

10 pts.  This country contains Africa’s easternmost point.

A.  Somalia

15 pts.  This small nation is entirely surrounded by Senegal, but on the west borders the Atlantic.

A.  (The) Gambia

2) Picture the periodic table; (pause) got it?  Okay, now answer the following FSNOP.

5 pts.   What element is directly above lithium?


A.  hydrogen

10 pts. What element is directly below boron?


A.  aluminum

15 pts.  Finally, what element is two spots below calcium?

A.  barium

3) Identify the following person and concept from the beautiful world of mathematics for 15 points each.

This mathematician helped to create graph theory by solving the Konigsberg Bridge Problem in 1736.

A.  Leonard Euler (oiler)

This is a logical formula which is true for all possible values of its atomic propositions.  It also can refer to a statement devoid of information.

A.  tautology

4) Someone on your team probably knows that Gustav Holst composed the orchestral suite The Planets.  Unfortunately, I’m not asking for that.  Instead, given the appelation applied to a planet in Holst’s suite, name that planet for five points each.

The Bringer of War


A.  Mars

The Magician



A.  Uranus

The Winged Messenger

A.  Mercury

The Bringer of Jollity


A.  Jupiter

The Bringer of Old Age

A.  Saturn

The Bringer of Peace


A.  Venus

5) Tell me who wrote the following fairly recent European novels FTP each.

Midnight’s Children



A.  Salman Rushdie

The Unbearable Lightness of Being

A.  Milan Kundera

Blindness




A.  Jose Saramago

6) Identify the following supporting characters from The Simpsons on a 10-5 basis.

10 pts.
Though he didn’t want the part of Radioactive Boy in the Radioactive Man movie, he was selected anyway.

5 pts.
He is Bart’s best friend.

A.  Milhouse

10 pts.
A vegetarian, he tends a garden on top of his business in which Lisa once met Paul and Linda McCartney.

5 pts.
He keeps a shrine to the Hindu god Ganesh in the back of the Kwik-E Mart.

A.  Apu

10 pts.
He was forced out of the B-Sharps in favor of the smooth-voiced Barney Gumbel.

5 pts.
He is Springfield’s top law enforcement official.

A.  Chief (Clancy) Wiggum

7) 30-20-10 Name the American historical figure.

30
He drafted the New York state constitution and was the first American Minister to Spain.

20
The treaty named for him provided for British evacuation of northwest forts from which they had been inciting natives and compensated the US for British damage to shipping.

10
He was the first Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court.

A.  John Jay
8) Given two cities, name the interstate which joins them FSNOP.

5 pts.   Daytona Beach and Savannah

A.  I-95

5 pts.   Mobile and Baton Rouge


A.  I-10

10 pts. Augusta, GA, and Jackson, MS

A.  I-20

10 pts.  Los Angeles and Seattle


A.  I-5

9) Answer the following questions about geological time FSNOP.

15 pts.  (All or nothing) Name the three periods of the Mesozoic Era in order.

A.  Triassic, Jurassic, Cretaceous (must be in order for 15 pts.)

5 pts.  In what era do we currently exist?

A.  Cenozoic

10 pts.  In what epoch do we currently reside?

A.  Holocene

10) Identify the following African Americans who all played a part in the struggle for equal rights FTP each.

What soprano performed in front of the Lincoln Monument in 1939?

A.  Marian Anderson

What orator created the Pan-African Congress in the 1920s  and argued for a return to Africa?

A.  Marcus Garvey

What Harvard PhD founded the NAACP?

A.  W. E. B. Dubois

11) 30-20-10 Name the author from works.

30
One of Ours; The Professor’s House

20
Death Comes for the Archbishop

10
My Antonia; O Pioneers

A.  Willa Cather
12) Identify the following terms from the wacky world of weather FTP each.

This is the boundary between two air masses.

A.  front

This is the temperature at which water vapor in the air begins to liquify.

A.  dew point

This is the strong “river” of high winds in the upper atmosphere which affects weather patterns.

A.  jet stream

13) Provide the names of the following languages FSNOP

15 pts.
It is the official language of Bangladesh, and it is the first language of over 72 million Indians.

A.  Bengali

10 pts.
It is the official language of only one country and has four writing systems: kanji, hiragana, katagana, and romaji.

A.  Japanese

5 pts. 
This language is official in eight nations: five in Africa, one in South America, one in Europe, and in the tiny Asian colony Macao (ma-cow).

A.  Portugese

14) 30-20-10 Name the Roman Emperor

30
He greatly admired the pharaohs of ancient Egypt and was a great-grandson of both Mark Antony and Augustus.

20
His common name came from the fact that his mother liked to dress him in a military uniform with little boots when he was small.

10 
He had an incestuous relationship with his sister, appointed his horse to the senate, and was immortalized in a 1980s dirty movie.

A.  Caligula

15) Identify the following vitamins FTP each.

This fat-soluble vitamin is produced by intestinal organisms and is also found in leafy green vegetables and fish liver oils.  It helps the body synthesize proteins necessary for blood clotting.

A.  K

This vitamin is needed to heal wounds and fractures.  It also keeps teeth and gums healthy while fighting scurvy.

A.  C

Found in animal fats and carrots, it is important for the immune system and vision.

A.  A

16)  30-20-10 Name the U. S. President

30
Before becoming president, he served as civil governor of The Phillipines

20
He succeeded Elihu Root as Secretary of War in 1904.

10
He is the only president to also serve on the Supreme Court.

A.  William Howard Taft
17) In pre-Copernican scince, four fluids were considered to be the bases of human life.  

First, FTP, what was the name given to these fluids?

A.  humors

Now, for five points each, what were the four bodily humors?

A.  blood, phlegm, black bile, yellow bile

18) 30-20-10 Identify the British author.

30
Antic Hay; Eyeless in Gaza

20
Crome Yellow

10
Brave New World

A.  Aldous Huxley
19) Answer the following FSNOP about everyone’s favorite state, Nebraska!

5 pts.
What word describes Nebraska’s one-house legislature?

A.  unicameral

15 pts.
What river of Nebraska gives it its Oto tribal name, “flat water.”

A.  Platte River

10 pts.
What is the Nebraska state nickname?

A.  Cornhusker state

20) If you’re hearing this question in the tournament, you’re just too damn good.  Here are some wimpy acoustics questions for 15 points each.

This is the interval between any given tone and another with double or half its frequency.

A.  octave

This is the unit of sound intensity or loudness.

A.  decibel

