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Video Games
Read at: This Tournament Goes to Eleven VIII: Spinal Tap Takes Manhattan

Written by: Jack Rousseau of the University of Iowa Academic Team

Final editing by: Andrew R. Juhl and the University of Iowa Academic Team
Description: The thing what makes real life worth living: virtual life.
Tossups 

1. This RPG allows players to name their dog, favorite food, and favorite thing.  Status ailments include “Homesickness,” “Sunstroke” and “Possessed” which can be relieved by calling home, using a wet towel, and blue-haired healers respectively.  It is also unique for its rolling HP counter that allows healing before deadly blows take full effect.  After a meteor strikes outside of his house, the main character must travel from Onett, around the world of Eagleland, and join forces with Poo, Jeff, and Paula in order to confront the evil Giygas.  FTP, what is this SNES classic featuring Ness, the bat-swinging psychic kid?


Answer: Earthbound or Mother 2

2. As their name implies they are not a single race but a collection of races unified by religious beliefs. By using left behind technology, they seek to take the Great Journey.  Hostilities between them and Humanity peaked with the destruction of one of the Sacred Rings by a so-called “Demon.”  Soon after this, they were thrown into a civil war after the assassination of their Prophet of Regret by that same “Demon.”  The remaining Prophets, along with the Brutes and Jackals fought to fulfill their beliefs while the Elites, Grunts, and Hunters aligned with the Humans after discovering the Great Journey would destroy the universe.  FTP what is this group of enemies found in the Halo series?


Answer: the Covenant

3. After his father’s supposed death at the claws of the Dragon Emperor, he trains to become a swordsman in the grassland kingdom of Forcena.  After the magician Koren defeats him, he leaves the castle and his home, vowing not to return until Koren is defeated, though Angela thinks he won’t go back because he is afraid the group will discover his porn collection.  Along with Angela and four other possible playable characters he strives to save the Mana Tree and the world.  FTP who is this swordsman of Square’s Seiken Densetsu 3, whose name said twice is a band headed by Simon Le Bon?


Answer: Duran (Do not accept Duran Duran)

4. It has recently been revealed that next year’s event will be invitation only, dropping attendance from around seventy thousand to just five thousand.  Game Critics Awards are given out in categories like “Best Original Game,” “Best Hardware or Peripheral,” and “Best in Show.”  The original event in 1995 previewed the Virtual Boy, PlayStation and Neo*Geo CD, and since then it has served as a stage for game developers to showcase their upcoming products.  FTP, what is this event, which recently showcased Nintendo’s Wii [WEE], the trade show of choice for the video game industry?


Answer: E3 (E three) or Electronic Entertainment Expo
5. Developed in 1985 by Kazuhisa Hashimoto for Gradius, it has been known to turn referees into dogs, cause characters to appear in their underwear for the duration of the game, complete quests and open doors.  The directional sequence shows up in the Dance Dance Revolution song “Make a Jam!” after which a chime is heard.  Sometimes the triggers are integrated instead of the d-pad and “X” and “Circle” are used on PlayStation controllers to replace the letter buttons.  FTP, recite this input, famously used in Contra, the one of the most well known cheat codes in video game history.


Answer: up up down down left right left right B A start (accept Konami code before “recite”)

6. This developer’s first games were Rescue on Fractalus and Ballblazer.  Renamed in 1990, this company released some excellent point and click adventure games, starting with Maniac Mansion in 1987.  It is known for having amazing main characters like Ben in Full Throttle, Guybrush Threepwood of the Monkey Island series, and Manny Calavera in Grim Fandango.  With the waning popularity of 2D adventure games, the developer has depended on its namesake’s movie license in recent history.  From the space combat X-Wing, to the first-person shooter Dark Forces, to the RPG Knights of the Old Republic, FTP what is this game developer who owns a near monopoly on Star Wars video games?


Answer: LucasArts
7. Most of them resemble quadrupeds, birds or snakes.  Two swim and another two can fly; these are the most difficult to get on and stay on.  The two smallest ones are more dog-like, faster and you must use your environment to knock off their armor.  Another must be toppled by a geyser and another that resembles a sand worm must be blinded and lead into a wall. The sixteenth and last one is humanoid and can only be reached through direct frontal assault as he fires electrical bolts at you.  FTP, what are these creatures of a recent critically acclaimed game that cast a large “shadow?”


Answer: the Colossi (From Shadow of the Colossus; accept any attempt to pluralize Colossus)

8. Though it takes place in modern day New York City, this game is full of Norse mythology.  Valkyr, a drug created by the secret government project Valhalla, plagues the streets.  A one-eyed man named Alfred Woden, who has offices in the Asgard Building, assists the main character, and the first chapter ends at a nightclub called “Ragna Rock.”  After going undercover, the main character’s partner is killed, and he must fight his way through the Punchinello family to discover why his wife was killed.  FTP what is this John Woo inspired third-person shooter, the first game to use “bullet time”?


Answer: Max Payne
9.  The short duration of the disease and the purposeful spreading of it might make study of the incident useless for real-life applications.  It first occurred after the introduction of Zul’Gurub and Hakkar the Soulflayer.  Hakkar unleashes a lethal debuff just before he dies, which can be spread to nearby players.  Normally, it would expire before players could get out of Zul’Gurub, but it was released into high population areas through unsummoned pets.  FTP, what was this debuff that infected and caused mass death in the capital cities of World of Warcraft, mimicking a plague?


Answer: Corrupted Blood
10. He once made a “modest proposal” that if a video game was released to his specifications, then he would donate $10,000 to charity.  A kid who plays violent video games murders Osaki Kim’s son. Osaki, not satisfied with the life sentence the child receives, seeks revenge on the video game industry. Of course, numerous groups released a game, but he declared that his suggestion was satire and has not donated any money.  FTP who is this Florida lawyer, who has waged war against video game violence and sexuality since 1997?


Answer: Jack Thompson
11. A special feature on the DVD for this movie is a “reminiscence” of the game it is based on.  This is handy, as some minor characters, like Rude, Reno and Rufus, play a large part in the movie.  Two years after the game, the mysterious Geostimga plagues the world.  Three silver-haired brothers appear and promise a cure, but instead brainwash children into helping find their “Mother,” Mother is actually the remains of Jenova and the brothers, like Cloud, are infused with her cells.  FTP, what is this CGI movie released outside of Japan in 2006 that continues the story of Final Fantasy VII?


Answer: Final Fantasy VII: Advent Children
12. Americans might wonder why an egg is one of the enemies in this game, but an egg is often served on the title food in Japan.  Other enemies include a hot dog and a pickle and can be dealt with in three ways: throwing pepper can stun, dropping layers can destroy them, or dropping a layer while they are standing on it, thereby dropping the layer all the way to the bottom.  Peter Pepper must climb ladders, avoid these enemies, and walk across cheese, tomatoes, lettuce, meat patties, and buns to get them to fall together, making the title food in—FTP—what game that might be associated with McDonalds?


Answer: Burgertime
13. In this game, the number of each mission is hidden in the cut-scene before it; 1 on a billiard ball, 8 in craters in the moon, both 10 and 11 in blood and so on.  Unlike the first 2 games of the series, there are various “styles” one can play with.  “Royal Guard” can block and counter attack, while “Swordmaster” and “Gunslinger” add extra abilities to their respective weapons.  Inside the tower the main character meets a devil-hunter whom he dubs Lady, who is reveled to be Arkham’s daughter out for revenge.   FTP, what is Capcom adventure game, the most recent game featuring the half-devil Dante?


Answer: Devil May Cry 3: Dante’s Awakening (Do not accept or prompt on “Devil May Cry”)

14. He spent five years between three different colleges studying architecture, mechanical engineering and computers.  His first game was Raid on Bungeling Bay.  After forming Maxis with Jeff Braun in 1987, he released a groundbreaking game that couldn’t be won or lost.  The company produced many similar games based on towers, islands and golf, but he only worked on the simulations based on Earth and ants.  Now with Maxis sold to EA, he continues to make simulation games like the exciting and upcoming game Spore.  FTP, who is this man, the mastermind behind The Sims and the SimCity series?


Answer: Will Wright
15. As it stands now, the main character will be an American man engaged to a Japanese woman who, unbeknownst to him, is the daughter of a powerful Yakuza boss.  When she is kidnapped in LA, he must travel to Japan, learn the ways of the Yakuza and unite other clans to rescue her.  Game play will resemble a first-person shooter while taking advantage of the unique controller.  Certain situations will demand that the player crosses swords with opponents, in which case the controller can be swung like a sword.  So describes—FTP—what Ubisoft game, set to be a release title for Nintendo’s Wii [WEE]?


Answer: Red Steel
16. Founded in the 1960’s by Sir Ozwell Spencer, this corporation produces the aspirin-like drugs Safsprin and Adravil, as well as Aqua Cure, which acts like a first aid spray.  Spencer focused on the business front while fellow founders James Marcus and Edward Ashford focused on researching clandestine bioweaponry, including the Progenitor Virus.  After Ashford died, paranoia between the remaining founders lead Marcus to leak his Tyrant virus into the water of the corporation’s Arklay Mansion research facility.  FTP, what is this corporation, bankrupt as of the time of Resident Evil 4?


Answer: Umbrella Corporation

17. Game play involves avoiding scientists and jumping in pits, inside of which are pieces of a broken phone.  Sounds easy enough, but the trick is getting out of the pit.  By extending his neck, the main character can float up to the top.  This would be ok if you had a wide window to stop stretching the neck, but you have only a fraction of a second or else you fall back into the pit.  Ironically for all the pits involved in game play, it is probably more famous for the pit that Atari dumped millions of unsold copies into.  FTP, what is this game for the Atari 2600, often considered the worst of all time, inspired by a Steven Spielberg movie with a Reese’s Pieces loving main character?


Answer: E.T. the Extraterrestrial
18. In the web comic VG Cats, Scott Ramsoomair desires to pinch this man’s ass.  He is ambidextrous, but favors his left hand, like some of the characters he developed.  A staff artist for Nintendo, when Radar Scope failed in the 1980s, he was given the job of creating a game to take its place.  With help, he developed a game featuring Jump Man dodging barrels in order to save Pauline from the title monkey, Donkey Kong.  FTP, name this Japanese game designer, responsible for creating Star Fox, Donkey Kong, The Legend of Zelda, and the Italian plumber Mario.


Answer: Shigeru Miyamoto
19. One way to win this game, called “transcendence,” is to merge with the planet’s intelligence.  The existence of the intelligence is revealed through brief narratives in the game play that explain the growing problem of the xenofungus and the marauding mind worms.  Players take on the role of one of seven possible faction leaders, each with specific abilities and bonuses.  The game shares the turn based strategy and isometric view of its predecessor, but Sid Meier added the ability to customize units with weapons and shields and also introduced the spheres of influence used in later games.  FTP, name this game, released between Civilization II and III and which could be described as “Civilization in space.”


Answer: Sid Meier’s Alpha Centauri
20. The first male of his race born in a hundred years, he was made their king and raised by Koume and Kotake.  By acquiring a third of a powerful relic, he was able to conquer and impose his will on the lands he desired.  He summoned the dragon Volvagia to keep the Gorons of Death Mountain in line and sealed the Zoras in ice.  Nabooru stood up to him, but she was brainwashed and hidden in a temple like the other Seven Sages.  He allows the hero to release the Sages in order to gain access to Zelda and gain the other two pieces of the Triforce to solidify his hold on Hyrule.  FTP, who is this “King of Evil” who fights Link in The Legend of Zelda: The Ocarina of Time?


Answer: Ganondorf (Do not accept or prompt on “Ganon”)

21. Along with The 7th Guest, this game has been credited with making the CD-ROM format standard for PC games.  From a central island the player must travel to many different areas, called “Ages.”  Linking books are used to travel through the ages and solving the puzzles in each age yields a loose page.  Within the library on the central island, two books each contain a brother; Sirrus and Achenar.  They plead with the player to provide them with the found pages so that they can be freed from their prisons.  Giving either of them the pages, however, ends up with the player being double-crossed.  The “good ending” comes by putting the page in a green book in which the brothers’ father Atrus lives.  FTP, identify this game, the first of a puzzle/adventure series chronicling Atrus’ family.


Answer: Myst
Tossups - Video Games
1. Summons have always been powerful spells in the Final Fantasy universe but the names often change between games.  FTPE answer these questions about them.

A. In FFVII, just like other spells, you need these round objects to use summons.



Answer: materia

B. In FFVIII, these summons are often drawn from bosses, assigned to individual players and most improvements to character statistics revolve around them.


Answer: Guardian Forces or GFs
C. In FFX, this is the collective name for the creatures Yuna summons.  Unlike previous games they stick around and fight for a while rather than delivering a single blow.


Answer: aeons

2. Given a description of one of the worst games in history, name it FTPE.

A.  Trapped in a virtual world, the title character must follow the wishes of Lex Luthor to save Lois and Jimmy.  Of course Lex wants him to do exciting things like fly through rings, sounds easy but completely unresponsive controls makes it nigh impossible.

Answer: Superman 64 (Prompt on Superman)

B.  “Music is the weapon!”  In this light-gun game featuring the band Aerosmith, you must use a CD launcher to fight the oppressive government that prohibits rocking out.


Answer:  Revolution X
C.  In this pornographic Swedish game for the Atari 2600, you play as a horny cavalry commander who must avoid cacti and flying arrows in order to rape a Native American woman tied to a pole.


Answer: Custer’s Revenge
3. FTPE answer these questions about real movie actors appearing in video games.

A. He portrays the tough Frenchman Jacques Blanc in Onimusha 3:Demon Siege, much like the other tough Frenchmen he portrayed in The Professional and Ronin.


Answer: Jean Reno

B. Mark Hamill appears as Christopher “Maverick” Blair in the Prophecy installment of this space combat series in which humans fight the Nephilim while allying with their old enemy, the Kilrathi.


Answer: Wing Commander
C. The James Bond game Everything or Nothing is full of real actors, like Pierce Bronsnan, John Cleese and Shannon Elizabeth.  This actor of Spiderman and Boondock Saints fame plays the villain Nicoli Diavolo.


Answer: Willem Defoe
4. In the recent incarnation of Madden five players have a 99 rating overall, including Raiders punter Shane Lechler and surprisingly not cover boy Shaun Alexander.  5-10-20-30, name the other four players with a 99 overall rating, an offensive tackle in the NFC, and a quarterback and 2 defensive backs from the AFC.


Answers: Peyton Manning, Walter Jones, Champ Bailey, and Ed Reed.

5. Answer these questions about a famous educational game series FTSNOP.

A. F5P, this red-trenchcoated thief often stole landmarks, prompting kids to chase her, while learning about geography and history.


Answer: Carmen Sandiego
B. F5PE, name these four letter organizations.  The first was the detective agency players worked for and the second was the criminal ring that Carmen ran.


Answers: ACME Detective agency, V.I.L.E
C. F15P, this company, now a part of Ubisoft, developed the Carmen Sandiego series, along with the original Prince of Persia.


Answer: Brøderbund
6. Web comics have become an important part of video game culture.  FTPE shown a strip of a web comic, identify it. You have ten seconds to begin your answers.

A. Answer: Penny Arcade
B. Answer: Ctrl+Alt+Del
C. Answer: PvP 
7. Identify these things relating to video game controversies 5-10-15.

A. 5- In this mod of Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas, CJ is shown having sex with his girlfriend. Despite the fact it was almost comically animated and had no actual nudity, it outraged politicians and parents alike.


Answer: hot coffee
B. 10- Despite the fact no one played it, this game is often mentioned in the same breath as Grand Theft Auto when talking about controversial games.  Penny Arcade summarized it as, “ride a bike around, look at some titties.”


Answer: BMX XXX
C. 15 -One of the first games to elicit controversy was the game based on this 1975 movie starring David Carradine and Sylvester Stallone in which drivers are awarded points based on how they finish and who they run over.


Answer: Death Race 2000
8. FTPE name these members of Los Illuminados, the Plaga infected villains of Resident Evil 4.

A.  Affectionately called “the Big Cheese” by Leon, this huge, trenchcoated man is the chief of the village.  Killing him and retrieving his eye allows Leon to leave the village.


Answer:  Bitores Mendez

B.  Sharing his name with a 24 character, this twenty-year-old castellan lives in the castle that laid over the sealed Las Plagas until he released them.  He is 3’ 11” and looks at least 60, thus he uses his two bodyguards (the Verdugos) to do most of his fighting.


Answer:  Ramon Salazar
C. The leader of Los Illuminados, he masterminded the plot to kidnap Ashley and overthrow the United States government by infecting her with Las Plagas.  Able to control Las Plagas, he is the final boss of the game.


Answer: Lord Osmund Saddler
9. Sierra produced many 2D adventure games in the 80’s and 90’s, FTPE identify these great Sierra adventure game series.

A. Probably the most well known of Sierra’s games is this series, brain child of Roberta Williams, which follows the rise of Graham to King of Daventry and the subsequent adventures of him and his family.


Answer: King’s Quest
B. This trilogy follows the title New Orleans based novelist who learns he is a Schattenjager (shot-en-ya-ger), descended from a long line of hunters of the paranormal.  Throughout his adventures he conquers voodoo queens and werewolves and finds the body of Christ.


Answer: Gabriel Knight
C. Really the best way to describe this series is 7 games about trying to have sex with attractive women. No more, no less.  Al Lowe, writer of the first games, has disowned the recent Magna Cum Laude.


Answer: Lesuire Suit Larry
10. Identify these guitar-based video games F15PE.

A.  Developed by Harmonix, this game is notable for its guitar shaped peripheral, the classic soundtrack and the guitar dueling multiplayer.


Answer: Guitar Hero
B. A spin off of PaRappa the Rapper, this game follows the title character as she tries to get to her band’s concert.  On her way she puts out fire in a pizza place, saves a plane from crashing, cuts down trees and escapes from hell all by pretending to play her guitar.


Answer: UmJammer Lammy
11. FTPE answer these questions about the protagonist of the Half-Life series.

A. This is the bespectacled and goateed hero of the games.


Answer: Gordon Freeman (accept either)
B. It’s mentioned many times in the games that Gordon attended this Eastern school.  Apparently he majored in pushing buttons and carts, with a minor in asskicking.


Answer: MIT

C. For the last few levels of the first Half-Life, Gordon is transported from Black Mesa to this alien world to end the invasion.


Answer: Xen (zen)

12. Anthropomorphic main characters of platformers FTPE.

A. This raccoon plays the role of honorable thief with his friends Bentley and Murray in a trilogy of games from SuckerPunch.


Answer: Sly Cooper

B. He was just a normal annelid until he hid from a crow in a cyber suit.  Now he battles Psy-Crow and Queen Slug-for-a-butt.


Answer: Earthworm Jim
C. Once dubbed “the Next Sonic the Hedgehog” this bobcat leapt from platform to platform, collecting yarn balls.  His 3D incarnation killed the series and he did not become the next Sonic.


Answer: Bubsy
13. 30-20-10, identify the number from appearances in video games.

30- The hero from the first Fallout game comes from this number Vault.

20- This number also identifies a 2003 cel-shaded first person shooter featuring David Duchovny.

10- This number, when it follows “Red,” give the name of a lion-like playable character in Final Fantasy VII.

Answer: 13
14. In World of Warcraft there are six capital cities for the eight races, with the Trolls and Orcs sharing one and the Dwarves and Gnomes sharing another.  F5PE name all six.  You have ten seconds.


Answer: Thunder Bluff, Ogrimmar, Undercity, Darnassus, Ironforge and Stormwind

15. The critically acclaimed God of War follows the warrior Kratos as he fights his way through ancient Greek mythology in an attempt to murder Ares.  FTPE answer these questions about city-states and other locations from the game.

A. About a third of the game takes place in this ancient city, which is under attack by a jealous Ares.  The game incorrectly places it right next to a desert.


Answer: Athens
B. Kratos himself is a warrior from this city-state.  An unlockable movie relates the story of how his brother was deemed weak at birth and left for dead outside the city.


Answer: Sparta
C. A large part of the game takes place in Pandora’s Temple which is chained to the back of this titan who must crawl through the desert outside of Athens as punishment for trying to kill his own son Zeus.


Answer: Kronos

16. FTSNOP Name the characters from the Megaman series.

A.F5P This is Megaman’s robot canine friend.  He helps Megaman by becoming a coil to jump on, a submarine, or a jet to ride on.


Answer: Rush
B. F5PE Dr. Wily created this robot and dog duo to rival Megaman and Rush.  In later games, they escape Dr. Wily’s control and become playable characters.  


Answer: Bass and Treble (Accept: Forte and Gospel)

C.F15P This small red robot helps Megaman by giving him items in the middle of levels.


Answer: Eddie
17. The RPG series Shadow Hearts is famous for placing its plot lines in a historical setting, often with real life historical figures appearing as characters in the game.  Answer these questions about the various real life figures that appear in the trilogy FTPE.

A.  This Russian princess is a playable character in Shadow Hearts: Covenant.  One explanation for her absence at the execution of her family might be that she was off saving the world and falling in love with a Japanese swordsman.


Answer: Anastasia
B. While the historical figure was a 13th century Franciscan monk, philosopher and scientist, the game character of this name appears in all three games of the series even though they take place in the early 20th century.  


Answer: Roger Bacon
C.  Shadow Hearts: From the New World suggests that this American had a sister named Edna who turned into a monster, that he was actually friends with Elliot Ness and that he was subordinate to an anthropomorphic cat in the Chicago mafia.


Answer: Alphonse Gabriel Capone

18. Uwe [you-ee] Bol [bowl], easily the worst thing to happen to video game movies.  FTPE identify the movie he directed from Uwe’s possible thought process about it. 

A. “Zombies in a medical facility lead by a Dr. Curien huh?  Lets cut out the lab and the philosophy about human overpopulation and just put the zombies on an island rave where we can have attractive teenagers fight them.”


Answer: House of the Dead
B.  “Why set this movie in a old haunted mansion with Lovecraftian monsters when we can set it in a future metropolis with Christian Slater, Tara Reid and assault rifles?”


Answer: Alone in the Dark
C. “Ok, I’ll actually be pretty close with this one, hard to screw up a vampire huntress.  But lets make it a prequel set in the 18th century with Ben Kingsley and Michael Madsen.”


Answer: Bloodrayne
19. Answer these questions about a frustrating aspect of video gaming FTPE.

A. Sometimes developers will announce development of a game long before it’s fully planned and between the announcement and release of the game things can fall apart.  This nine-letter term is often used to describe such games that never reach our eager hands


Answer: vaporware
B. One of the most famous vaporwares is the next installment, dubbed “Forever,” of the series featuring this foul-mouthed, pig-alien hating protagonist.


Answer: Duke Nukem

C. Blizzard has been developing a stealth action game based on this unit from Starcraft since 2002.  Now “indefinitely postponed” gamers will just have to wait to sneak around Protoss bases and snipe Hydralisks.


Answer: Ghost
20. Identify these people from Blizzard’s Diablo series FTSNOP.

A. F5PE, Diablo, the Lord of Terror, is one of the Three Prime Evils along with these two brothers; the Lord of Hatred and the Lord of Destruction.


Answer: Mephisto and Baal
B. FTP The Three Prime Evils have been fought on the Earthly realm for centuries by the Horadrim.  He is the last remaining Horadrim and serves as mentor to heroes in both games.


Answer: Deckard Cain
C. FTP this archangel has been assisting the Horadrim and at the end of Diablo II is forced to destroy the Worldstone.


Answer: Tyreal
21. Given a famously bad video game quote, identify the game it comes from FTPE.

A. “All your base are belong to us.”


Answer: Zero Wing
B. “Jill, why don’t you, the master of unlocking, take this lock pick.”


Answer: Resident Evil
C. “I am Error.”


Answer: Zelda II: The Adventure of Link
BONUS #6 - VISUAL BONUS
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