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Scandal!

Read at: This Tournament Goes to Eleven VIII: Spinal Tap Takes Manhattan

Written by: Matthew Larson of the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Team

Final editing by: Matthew Larson of the University of Iowa Academic Quiz Team

Description: “I don't care what you call it, so long as people know it only encompasses American political scandals.” Done and done.

Tossups 

 

1. His first job was with the Federal Trade Commission.  Asked to learn if the name of "Red Cross" toilet paper was too similar to American Red Cross, he quickly switched to the FBI.  He ran field offices in New Orleans and Kansas City until J. Edgar Hoover's death, when he became the number two man in the FBI - putting him in a unique position to see everything which the bureau collected concerning Watergate.  FTP, identify this gentleman who was revealed as Deep Throat in May, 2005. 


Answer: W. Mark Felt (Prompt on "Deep Throat" before end of tossup)  

2. He won his Senate seat in 1968, defeating Wayne Morse, and would keep it for more than two decades.  He was chair of the Senate Republican Conference from 1979-80 and chaired the Senate Finance Committee from 1985-87.  Ironically, he voted against the nomination of Clarence Thomas - in November, 1992 allegations began to spill forth about his own sexual misconduct.  FTP, identify this longtime Senator from Oregon who resigned from the Senate in 1995 to avoid expulsion. 


Answer: Bob Packwood
3. It centered initially near the town of Flippin, population 1,357, but soon included the purchase of a bank in Kingston.  A savings and loan was added, but the loans made through it were evidence of at best shoddy banking and at worst illegal activity.  The head of the banking portion of the endeavor was indicted, as was Jim Guy Tucker, the governor who succeeded Bill Clinton in Arkansas.  FTP, identify this land scandal which came to the public eye during Clinton’s 1992 Presidential campaign.


Answer: Whitewater
4. Born in Cleveland, she earned her journalism degree from San Francisco State.  After internships with the California Board of Education and the L.A. Mayor’s office, she started graduate classes at USC.  As part of that program, she was interning with the Federal Bureau of Prisons when she disappeared on May 1, 2001.  FTP, identify this woman whose affair with Gary Condit and subsequent disappearance and death ruined Condit’s political career.


Answer: Chandra Levy
5. Technically part of Edgartown, it is classified as an island even though it only becomes completely separate from the neighboring island during storms.  The On Time Ferry is the main link with Edgartown, but it doesn’t run at night.  That’s why a 500-foot swim to Edgartown was part of its notorious introduction to the world on July 18, 1969.  FTP, identify this Massachusetts island which saw Ted Kennedy and Mary Jo Kopechne drive off a bridge, killing Kopechne.


Answer: Chappaquiddick

6. He visited Libya three times and eventually registered as their agent, receiving a $220,000 loan in the process.  The Senate held hearings over possible influence peddling, not a help to the administration's re-election hopes.  He lost his only political race a month after his brother's greatest triumph, but took solace the next year with an endorsement deal.  FTP, identify this man whose quote, "It's the best beer I've ever tasted, and I've tasted a lot" graced 1977 ads for his namesake beer. 


Answer: Billy Carter (Prompt on Carter)

7. The name’s the same.  A short story with this title was written by P.G. Wodehouse and appeared in Blanding’s Castle, while an album with this name was released by the Black Eyed Peas.  Skid Row and Danger Danger both recorded songs with this title, and both the Marx Brothers and Howard Hawks made movies using the title – none of which are popular with Gary Hart.  FTP, identify the yacht on which Hart and Donna Rice had a fling which ended his 1988 Presidential aspirations.


Answer: Monkey Business

8. First elected to the House in 1948, by the 1970s he was chairman of the Committee on House Administration.  Lawmakers avoided crossing him for fear he would shut off the air conditioning in their offices.  However, in 1976, one of his office staffers revealed in an interview, “I can’t type.  I can’t file.  I can’t even answer the phone,” and said she was actually on the payroll to be this man’s mistress.  FTP, identify this powerful Ohio representative whose political career was ended by Elizabeth Ray.


Answer: Wayne Hays
9. He was elected to the House in 1852, but returned to local politics, winning election to the New York City Board of Advisors and eventually the state senate.  He served as a director of the Erie Railroad while in office, securing favorable legislation for the company.  Saving his best for last, he helped secure an 1870 rewrite of the New York City charter which allowed him to drain the city coffers.  FTP, identify this "Boss" of Tammany Hall who plundered upwards of $200 million from the city. 


Answer: William Tweed
10. Larence Bloom was sentenced to 6 months in 1999 for filing a false tax return.  Jesse Evans was sentenced to 41 months in 1997 for a number of charges.  Percy Giles was sentenced to 3 years in 2000 for a number of charges.  Fred Roti was sentenced to 48 months in 1993 for racketeering and bribery.  Joseph Martinez was sentenced to 5 months in 1998 for ghost pay rolling.  FTP, all of these people were alderman from what Midwestern city where there is likely a third Daley being groomed as Hizzoner. 


Answer: Chicago
11. They enlisted Abel Corbin to gain them access to the president.  Corbin convinced the president to name Dan Butterfield assistant treasurer of the United States.  Butterfield agreed to tip them off when the government intended to sell gold.  They began hoarding gold on September 20, 1869, driving the price up, but President Grant ordered the sale of government gold, driving the price down and ruining many in the process.  FTP, identify this scheme engineered by Jay Gould and James Fisk. 


Answer: Black Friday (Accept Fisk-Gould Scandal before end of tossup)


12. Allegedly, no bullet fragments were ever found and very little blood was present at the body's location, leading many to believe the body was moved after death.  Some  suspect that the original location would have been embarrassing to the administration, hence the body was dumped in a park; others believe that he was having an affair with Hillary Clinton, and his death was related to that.  FTP, identify this White House counsel whose suicide in 1993 allowed conspiracy theorists to run wild. 


Answer: Vince Foster
13. After he voted for Dennis Hastert for Speaker in 2001, the Democrats stripped him of seniority and refused him a committee assignment, something which hadn’t happened since the 19th century.  He was convicted of several counts including tax evasion on April 15, 2002, and was immediately expelled from the House.  FTP, identify this outspoken former Ohio congressman whose bizarre hairstyle and trademark "Beam me up..." statements were excellent C-SPAN fodder for many years. 


Answer: James Traficant
14. Reform efforts in the wake of the scandal were led by Sen. James Jackson and Jared Irwin.  Irwin was elected governor and within two months of taking office signed a bill nullifying the legislation which had caused the scandal.  It was not settled until the Supreme Court, in the 1810 case Fletcher v. Peck, said the final sales were binding contracts, ending the disputes.  FTP, identify this Georgia scandal of the late 18th century centering on lands sold by the state at low prices.


Answer: Yazoo land scandals

15. He is buried at the Bide-a-Wee Cemetery in Wantagh, New York.  Originally received by the family from Lou Carroll, a traveling salesman, mentioning it was a subtle way of reminding the voters that the Democrats - FDR in particular - had sent a destroyer to the Aleutians to retrieve Fala at an exorbitant cost.  FTP, identify this cocker spaniel which lent its name to a speech that helped Richard Nixon clear the clouds of a bribery scandal and remain on the 1952 Republican ticket. 


Answer: Checkers
16. Orphaned at 9, he served as the state printer and as a commissioner to settle claims on the Winnebago Indians before replacing James Buchanan in the Senate in 1845.   Lincoln once said of him, "The only thing he wouldn't steal is a red hot stove," while he himself said, "An honest politician is one who, when he is bought, will stay bought."  FTP, identify this Secretary of War who was forced to resign in 1862 amidst allegations of corruption. 


Answer: Simon Cameron
17. The president's reaction allegedly included quotes such as "people have gotta be put to the torch for this sort of thing," and "Let's get the son-of-a-bitch in jail."  The revelation that the military had bombed Laos to expand the war proved troublesome for the administration, but attempts to stop their publication ended with the Supreme Court decision New York Times v U.S.  FTP, identify these documents leaked to Daniel Ellsberg, formally known as United States-Vietnam Relations, 1945-1967.


Answer: Pentagon Papers

18. He won election to his current office in 1988, winning the seat of retiring 7-term senator John Stennis.  President of his fraternity while in college, events there came back to mingle badly with this December, 2002 quote “…When Strom Thurmond ran for president, we voted for him. We're proud of it. And if the rest of the country had followed our lead, we wouldn't have had all these problems over all these years, either."  FTP, identify this Mississippi senator who lost his leadership position as a result of his implied support for segregation.

Answer: Trent Lott
19. He has two Hollywood producer credits to his name – Red Scorpion and Red Scorpion 2.  Channel One News hired him to ensure Congress would not block their funding, Sudan considered hiring him to deflect criticism over Darfur, Malaysia hired him to improve trade relations with the U.S., and Tyco hired him to help maintain their Bermuda tax-exempt status.  FTP, identify this disgraced lobbyist who lends his name to a scandal still claiming Congressional victims. 


Answer: Jack Abramoff
20. It assumed its current use in 1902 and its current name in 1945, although its namesake used it as his office and Cabinet room.   Phyllis George supposedly conceived a child there, and Winston Churchill disliked the room immensely.  Queen Juliana claimed to see ghosts, and Harry Truman, who was most responsible for making it the room we know today, thought some mysterious power was at work.   FTP, identify this White House guest room, seemingly for sale during the Clinton administration.


Answer: Lincoln Bedroom
21. Many of them took jobs building the Overseas Highway in the Florida Keys – a stretch of road that would become U.S. Highway 1.  Newsreel footage of them in the aftermath of a hurricane there led to a public outcry of support that finally achieved what their 1932 and 1933 marches could not – although the 1933 edition ended in coffee with Eleanor Roosevelt, not tear gas and bayonets.  FTP, identify this group of World War I veterans who finally got their promised money in 1936.


Answer: Bonus Army or Bonus March or Bonus Expeditionary Force

22. Built by the British in the 1960s, it covered 280 acres and had 24 towers to oversee five different walled compounds.  Each block contained a dining room, prayer room, exercise area and washroom.  The U.S. military gave up control of the facility on September 9, 2006, after the facility had been emptied of prisoners, and more than two years after allegations first broke.  FTP, identify this notorious Baghdad prison, the scene of torture and mistreatment of Iraqis at the hands of U.S. soldiers.


Answer: Abu Ghraib

Bonuses - Scandal!

1. Deep Throat helped reveal the defining American political scandal of the 20th century.  Answer the following about Watergate, ten each. 

A) Nixon's chief of staff, he was convicted of conspiracy and obstruction of justice in 1975 and sentenced to 18 months in prison.  In a 1978 book, The Ends of Power, he took responsibility for foster the atmosphere in which Watergate flourished. 


Answer: H.R. Haldeman
B) This man and Haldeman were referred to as the "Berlin Wall" for the close control they kept over access to the president.  Creator of the "Plumbers," he too was sentenced to 18 months but took no responsibility and never forgave Nixon for not pardoning him. 


Answer: John Ehrlichman
C) Along with G. Gordon Liddy, he engineered the Watergate break-ins, and his phone number in the possession of the burglars was the first link between the break-in and the White House.  


Answer: E. Howard Hunt
 

2. FTSNOP, answer the following about the New Empire.

5: After leaving the Vice-Presidency, he allegedly hatched a plot to seize the lands west of the Appalachian Mountains, but by 1807 found himself on trial for treason.


Answer: Aaron Burr
10: This governor of Louisiana territory, secretly in the pay of the King of Spain, eventually decided betraying Burr was his best action - so he told both the Americans and Spain.


Answer: James Wilkinson
15: Burr was tried for treason, but since two witnesses could not be provided to his treason, the case did not meet the standards set in this article and section of the Constitution.


Answer: Article 3, Section 3
 

3. Being Speaker of the House can be hard.  Very hard.  Identify the following speakers who left the chair under a cloud, 5-10-15.

5: The architect of the Republican Revolution in 1994, he resigned from the House in 1998 following poor election results and many brushes with the House Ethics committee.


Answer: Newt Gingrich
10: The chairman of the Appropriations Committee, he was expected to succeed Gingrich as Speaker but resigned from the House himself in 1998 after an extramarital affair became public.


Answer: Bob Livingston
15: Speaker from 1987-89, he was ousted over excess money earned from a book deal and preferential job treatment given to his wife.


Answer: Jim Wright
4. Ahh, McCarthyism.  Can you believe there was a time where the government suspected you of being treasonous just because you disagreed with the current administration?  Answer the following, ten each. 

A) McCarthy first rose to national prominence after telling the Republican Women's Club in this city that he had with him a list of either 57 or 205 known Communists in the State Department - the actual number he used is in dispute. 


Answer: Wheeling, West Virginia
B) McCarthy used this phrase to describe the period of time that Franklin Roosevelt and then Harry Truman held the White House, hoping to cast the entire Democratic Party as soft on or in league with Communists. 


Answer: "Twenty Years of Treason"
C) McCarthy is often wrongly associated with the House Un-American Activities Committee.  This, in fact, was the Senatorial subcommittee he used to investigate the specter of Communism.


Answer: Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations
 

5. Identify the state from a political scandal of its past for 10, or from its current U.S. Senators for 5.

10: In 1888, State Treasurer "Honest Dick" Tate ran off with the entire state treasury, and in 1900 Governor-elect William Goebel was shot, dying a few days after being sworn in.

5: Mitch McConnell, Jim Bunning


Answer: Kentucky
10: State Treasurer Lorelee Byrd pled guilty to official misconduct and resigned in 2006.  State Treasurer Frank Marsh was convicted of misdemeanors in 1991.  Attorney General Paul Douglas was impeached over a savings and loan matter in 1984. [image: image2.png]



5: Chuck Hagel, Ben Nelson


Answer: Nebraska

10: Governor "Pa" Ferguson was impeached and removed from office in 1917.  His wife, "Ma" Ferguson, was elected soon afterwards but was voted out of office for the same scandal which ruined her husband. 

5: John Cornyn, Kay Bailey Hutchinson


Answer: Texas
[Author's Note: "Ma" Ferguson was the person who said "If the King's English was good enough for Jesus Christ, it's good enough for the children of Texas!" - a saying which has been tweaked a bit over the years.]
6. Identify the politician from quotes, 30-20-10.

30: A spirit of national masochism prevails, encouraged by an effete corps of impudent snobs who characterize themselves as intellectuals.

20: Perhaps the place to start looking for a credibility gap is not in the offices of the Government in Washington but in the studios of the networks in New York! 

10: In the United States today, we have more than our share of the nattering nabobs of negativism. 


Answer: Spiro T. Agnew
7. Sometimes Presidents have trouble getting justices confirmed to the Supreme Court.  Identify the following failures, 5-10-15.

5: The original choice to replace Sandra Day O'Connor, she withdrew from the process after harsh criticism over her total lack of qualifications.


Answer: Harriet Miers
10: By a 58-42 vote, the Senate did not confirm his 1987 nomination to the Supreme Court due to his conservative stance on the right to privacy and other issues.


Answer: Robert Bork
15: After Bork's failure to win confirmation, Reagan nominated this Appeals Court judge, who promptly withdrew after it was learned he had smoked marijuana.


Answer: Douglas Ginsburg
 

8. Answer the following about gubernatorial malfeasance, 5-10-15.

5: He resigned his governorship in New Jersey in 2004 after admitting he had had an extramarital affair with a male employee.


Answer: Jim McGreevey
10: Gov. Evan Meacham was impeached and removed from office in this state in 1988, and Gov. John Fife Symington III was convicted of fraud here in 1997.  


Answer: Arizona
15: The North Dakota Supreme Court removed him from office in 1934 after he was convicted of fraud.  In response, he barricaded himself in the governor's mansion and ordered the state to secede from the Union.  He relented, and was later re-elected governor.


Answer: William "Fighting Bill" Langer
9. Sex scandals, circa 1831.  Answer the following, ten each.

A) The cabinet of Andrew Jackson was shaken to its foundations in 1831 by this daughter of a boarding house owner, who married the Secretary of War shortly after her first husband's suicide.


Answer: Margaret "Peggy" O'Neill Eaton (Accept either)

B) The anti-Eaton faction was led by the wife of this Vice-President.  As a result, he fell out of favor with Jackson.


Answer: John C. Calhoun
C) This Secretary of State was the lone Cabinet member to side with the Eatons, paving the way for his eventual election as President.


Answer: Martin Van Buren
 

10. Sex scandals, circa 2006.  Answer the following, ten each.

A) This representative from Florida and former co-chair of the House Caucus on Missing and Exploited Children resigned on September 29, 2006 after explicit emails became public.


Answer: Mark Foley
B) The explicit emails in question were to a then-16-year-old male Congressional page from this state, his sponsor in the House being Rep. Rodney Alexander.


Answer: Louisiana
C) Foley held this leadership position at the time of his resignation.


Answer: Deputy whip (Do NOT accept or prompt on whip)

11. Answer the following, 5-10-15.

5: This construction company, formed by the Union Pacific Railroad in 1867, became a political scandal when it was revealed Congressmen had been able to buy shares at face value rather than market value.


Answer: Credit Mobilier of America

10: Political damage from the scandal has been hard to judge, as this Ohio representative was implicated but went on to win the White House.


Answer: James Garfield
15: This Massachusetts representative was the head of Credit Mobilier who allowed the shares to be sold at a fraction of their value.  As a result, he was censured by the House.


Answer: Oakes Ames
 

12. Affairs!  Given the person who was allegedly sleeping with the president out of wedlock, identify the chief executive in question, 5 each with a bonus 5 for getting them all.

A) Nan Britton


Warren Harding
B) Alice Glass                   

Lyndon Johnson
C) Kay Summersby            

Dwight Eisenhower
D) William Rufus King         

James Buchanan
E) Judith Campbell Exner    

John Kennedy
13. There was a time in this country when a Congressman could write an overdraft or two and no one cared.  Venture back with me to the 1992 House banking scandal, ten each.

A) The most prominent victim of the investigation was this Illinois representative and chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, who was sentenced to 18 months in prison.


Answer: Dan Rostenkowski
B) Republican efforts to use the scandal against the Democrats culminated in this current Iowa gubernatorial candidate decrying the situation from the floor of the House while he wore a paper bag over his head.


Answer: Jim Nussle
C) This speaker at the time of the scandal tried to silence reports exposing the House bank, an unsuccessful gambit which contributed to his failed 1994 re-election bid.


Answer: Tom Foley
14. Answer the following about the Corrupt Bargain, ten each.

A) This man became president as a result of the "Corrupt Bargain," winning the Presidency on the first ballot in the House.


Answer: John Quincy Adams
B) Andrew Jackson's supporters became enraged when Adams appointed this man, also a presidential candidate and the Speaker of the House, his secretary of state.


Answer: Henry Clay
C) Clay was not considered by the House because he finished with the fourth most electoral votes behind Jackson, Adams, and this man, a former Secretary of War and senator from Georgia.


Answer: William Crawford
 

15. Answer the following about an American scandal, ten each.

A) This scandal of the early 1920s centered around the questionable leasing of oil rights in a specific Wyoming oil field. 


Answer: Teapot Dome 

B) This man was the Secretary of the Interior at the time, and was central to the scandal.  He eventually became the first cabinet member to go to prison for his actions in office.


Answer: Albert Fall
C) The oil field was leased to this oil company, still based in Salt Lake City.

Answer: Sinclair Oil (Accept Mammoth Oil)

16. Answer the following about the impeachment trial that occurred during your lifetime, 5-10-15.

5: President Clinton was impeached for perjury and obstruction of justice largely connected to an affair with this blue-dress-wearing intern.


Answer: Monica Lewinsky
10: The case was investigated primarily by this independent counsel, whose namesake report on the subject was hot reading in the fall of 1998.


Answer: Kenneth Starr
15: The Republicans wanted this Clinton secretary to testify that he had pressured her to lie about who initiated the affair.  She never testified, perhaps because Lewinksy herself admitted to initiating the fling.


Answer: Betty Currie (Pronounced Curry)

 

17. Answer the following, 5-10-15.

5: In 1978, the FBI set up Abdul Enterprises and began this sting operation which eventually implicated one senator and five members of the House on corruption charges.


Answer: ABSCAM
10: This current staunch anti-war Pennsylvania representative and former marine was implicated in ABSCAM, but took no bribe money and was neither charged nor reprimanded by the House.


Answer: John "Jack" Murtha
15: This South Dakota senator was the only lawmaker who turned down the bribe offer and immediately reported the incident to the FBI.  Walter Cronkite referred to him on-air as a hero.


Answer: Larry Pressler
 

18. Identify the figures associated with Iran-Contra from a description, ten each.

A) This former senator was the chairman of a Presidential Commission which looked into the NSA and its dealings with the Iranians.


Answer: John Tower
B) He succeeded Robert McFarlane as National Security Adviser in December, 1985, and was the only other figure aside from Oliver North indicted as a result of the scandal.


Answer: John Poindexter
C) Her role as Oliver North's personal document shredder helped her become a jeans model and marry the manager of The Doors.


Answer: Fawn Hall
19. Identify these ne'er-do-wells representing us in the halls of Congress, ten each.

A) This Louisiana Democrat is under investigation for bribery after the FBI found $90,000 of a bribery payment in his freezer.


Answer: Rep. William Jefferson
B) This Ohio Republican gave up his bid for reelection this year after being named as "Representative No. 1" in the indictment of Jack Abramoff associate Michael Scanlon. 


Answer: Rep. Robert "Bob" Ney
C) This California Republican resigned from the House in November, 2005 shortly before pleading guilty to accepting bribes and underreporting his income. 


Answer: Randall "Duke" Cunningham
20. A scandal just isn't a scandal anymore if it doesn't end in "-gate."  Identify the following "-gates", ten each. 

A) This January, 2001 scandal helped such luminaries as Susan McDougal, Roger Clinton, and Marc Rich wipe their records clean.


Answer: Pardongate
B) Faxed copies of forged memos were presented on 60 Minutes in 2004.  Whether or not President Bush was derelict in his National Guard duty, heads rolled at CBS.


Answer: Memogate or Rathergate
C) Allegations by two members of the Arkansas State Police that they arranged sexual liaisons for then-governor Bill Clinton came to be known by this name. 


Answer: Troopergate
