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Politics
Read at: This Tournament Goes to Eleven VIII: Spinal Tap Takes Manhattan

Written by: Jon Wong of the University of California - Irvine
Final editing: by Ray Anderson of the University of California - Irvine
Description:  A potpourri of questions concerning American politics.  Sort of like the McLaughlin Group without the bickering or horrendously erroneous punditry.  Note to moderator from the editor.  If you feel brave enough, you can reply to every neg with the appropriate impression of John McLaughlin.
Tossups:
1. He was the winning attorney in a court case that ended segregation on New York City streetcars and was known to celebrate political victories with shopping sprees at Brooks Brothers. Coming to prominence as Quartermaster General of New York during the Civil War, he was appointed by Ulysses S. Grant to be a customs collector, but was later removed for corruption. Considered a tool of Roscoe Conkling, he broke with his fellow Stalwarts over the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1883, Civil Service Reform, and the tariff, eventually signing into law the Mongrel Tariff and the Pendleton Act. FTP, name this man who became president upon the assassination of James Garfield.

ANS:
Chester Alan Arthur
2. This law, signed by President Bill Clinton on September 21, 1996, is officially known as Public Law Numbers 104-199, 110 Statute 2419 and codified as Title 1, Chapter 1, Section 7 of the United States Code. It was passed partially in response to fears that the decision in Baehr v Lewin in the Hawaii Supreme Court might lead to the legalization of what this bill prohibits. There are a number of constitutional questions on this law, mainly concerning the due process, equal protection, and full faith and credit clauses of the Constitution. FTP, identify this law that prohibits the federal government from recognizing same-sex marriage for any purpose.

ANS:
Defense of Marriage Act or DOMA 

(do NOT accept Federal Marriage Amendment, Marriage Act, or other variations)
3. Planning for this event took months in advance and involved the participation of many local, national, and international non-governmental organizations. It involved a coalition of labor unions, such as the AFL-CIO; environmental organizations; and anti-capitalist organizations. While some parts of the loose coalition protested peacefully on a permitted rally, others chose to perform acts of vandalism as well as blocking the streets and intersections near the Washington State Convention and Trade Center. FTP, name the disturbances surrounding the 1999 WTO Ministerial Conference that involved more than 40,000 people.

ANS:
WTO Seattle Riots or Battle of or for Seattle or WTO Seattle Protest
4. Alaska, Hawaii, and Utah do not have one.  Current or past holders of this position include Riley Darnell, Bill Gardner, Matt Brown, Todd Rokita, Nancy Worley, Jan Brewer, M Susan Savage, William Galvin, Dean Heller, Jesse White, Bruce McPherson, Mary Kiffmeyer, Kenneth Blackwell, Chet Culver, and Katherine Harris.  FTP, name this state-level political position which is often in charge of overseeing elections in the United States?

ANS:
State Secretary of State 
5. It started when Ted Costa and Howard Kaloogian filed a petition to the secretary of state, but the idea that this would be successful until Congressman Darrell Issa donated two million dollars to help make it happen. The cash allowed for the aggressive push for signatures, which totaled 1.3 million when the secretary of state certified the petition. The certification of signatures allowed for the event to go forward, which was scheduled for October 7, 2003. Among the participants of the event were 135 people, including former Major League Baseball commissioner Peter Ueberroth and porn star Mary Carey. FTP, name this special election which ousted Governor Gray Davis and elected entertainer turned politician Arnold Schwarzenegger.

ANS:
2003 California Gubernatorial Recall Election
6. Born in Missouri to a military family, he graduated the United States Naval Academy in 1968, in the same class as Oliver North. After he graduated from law school he worked on the House Committee on Veterans Affairs and was eventually promoted to become the Secretary of the Navy during the Reagan Administration. He slipped into private life until 2005 when an internet campaign began to draft him for a run at the senate. He won the Democratic primary and created a competitive senate race in what was expected to be an assured reelection victory for the incumbent. The incumbent made the race even closer by being in a number of controversies surrounding racism. FTP, identify this Democratic nominee for US senator from Virginia who is seriously challenging George Allen.


ANS:
Jim Webb
7. It consisted of a preamble, six constitutional amendments, and four proposed congressional resolutions and was soundly rejected by the House of Representatives and the Senate. The reason for its demise was the many unpopular features in it. At the heart of it was the permanent, un-amendable reestablishment of the 36° 30’ line agreed upon in the Missouri Compromise. Though it was popular amongst Southern Senators, it was deemed unacceptable by the free-soilers in the North. FTP, name this unsuccessful proposal to revolve the United States secession crisis of 1860-1861. 

ANS:
Crittenden Compromise
8. It debuted in January 2003 to mixed and positive reviews, despite only lasting for nine episodes in a short span of three months. Created by Lawrence O’Donnell, this TV show focused on newly a newly appointed Independent California senator who became at the center of attention because he was expected to be a Democrat. The show was rumored to be the eventual replacement for the ever popular political drama West Wing until the show failed to produce the expected ratings. Staring Josh Brolin as the titular character, FTP, name this NBC political drama that NBC was widely criticized for cancelling.

ANS:
Mister Sterling
9. It is proposed to replace a ferry that currently connects Ketchikan to developable land on Gravina Island and help improve access from Ketchikan to its airport. It is estimated that it will cost 315 million dollars and the 2005 Transportation Equity Act had 223 million dollars budgeted toward its construction. In 2006 the non-partisan Americans for Prosperity Foundation posted a YouTube video to show how unnecessary it is, despite other words from the Alaska Department of Transportation. FTP, identify the common moniker for this transportation structure which has been met with ridicule and fierce objection from people around the nation.

ANS:
Bridge to Nowhere (accept Bridge to Gravina Island before mention of Gravinaens earmark, you feel brave enough, you can answer every neg with an impression of John McLaughlin.


 “common moniker”)
10. Created by Congress in 1891, this judicial body started out with two active judgeships and by 2000 it had 28 active judgeships. Its chief judge is Mary M. Schroeder and its area of jurisdiction contains 19.3% of the United States population. Because of its size, it is often criticized for not having enough active justices and that Congress should create another type of this judicial body to relieve the workload of the justices and size of its jurisdiction. This body is more famously known, however, for its various disagreements with the Supreme Court including the ruling of Newdow vs. United States Congress, which deals with the words “under God” in the pledge of allegiance. FTP, identify this judicial circuit that covers much of the Western United States and is known for its liberalism. 

ANS:
9th Circuit US Court of Appeals.
11. It debuted in April 2003 and according to Nielsen Media Research, this show receives approximately 300,000 viewers a night for the past two seasons. Like all political talk shows, it has its share of controversies, like a May 2005 incident where the host criticized Arnold Schwarzenegger for reported advocating blowing up the moon as a way of controlling women’s menstrual cycles before the host learned that it was a comedy skit on the Howard Stern show. Though for the majority of its history it has tended toward political spin and analysis, it has recently shifted toward tabloid news including a segment called “Hollyweird” about the current troubles of celebrities. FTP, name this MSNBC talk show that is hosted by its titular host, who is a former Republican congressman from Florida.

ANS:
 Scarborough Country
12. The plaintiffs of this case plead no contest, reserving their right to appeal, and were fined $125 each with another $141.25 for court costs. In a span of three years the plaintiffs tried repeatedly to appeal their case, eventually reaching the US Supreme Court who granted a writ of certiorari while a multitude of organizations filed amicus curiae briefs on behalf of the petitioners as well as the respondents. The case was decided on June 26 of the following year and is one of the few cases in which the Supreme Court overturned the rulings of a previous ruling of the court. Among the six justices on the majority opinion was Justice Anthony Kennedy who cited a 1981 European Court of Human Rights case in addition to the due process clause of the fourteenth amendment. FTP, what 2003 case overturned Bowers vs. Hardwick and nullified a Texas statute prohibiting homosexual sodomy.

ANS:
Lawrence vs. Texas
13. This newspaper was originally founded in 1882 by three reporters, one of them whom converted the Customers’ Afternoon Letter to it. It was first published in 1889 and featured the Jones “Average.” It won two Pulitzer Prizes for its editorial writing in 1947 and 1953. As of 2005, it had a daily circulation of 2.6 million, and for many years it was the widest circulated newspaper in the United States. Currently in second, after the USA Today, in circulation in the United States, identify, FTP, this daily national newspaper whose editorial page is widely known for its conservative stances.

ANS:
The Wall Street Journal (accept Wall Street Journal)
14. It was originally drafted and presented in 1923 as the Lucretia Mott Amendment at the 75th Anniversary of the 1848 Seneca Falls Convention. It was introduced for the first time in Congress by Senator Charles Curtis and Representative Daniel Anthony, both Republicans from Kansas. It was introduced in every session of congress from 1923 to 1970. It was passed in the House of Representatives on October 12, 1971 and in the Senate on March 22, 1972. As time elapsed, not enough states ratified it as it fell three states short. Some have argued that if three more states ratify this today, it would finally become law, although a 1981 District Court ruled the deadline extension for this as unconstitutional. Name this proposed amendment, FTP, in which its goal is to guarantee equality regardless of sex.

ANS:
Equal Rights Amendment
15. It claims 1,200,000 members, but People for the America Way suggests that the actual number is closer to 350,000. Founded in 1988, it quickly became a flourishing organization although it is now riddled with more that $2 million dollars in debt. Among the problems it has faced recently are the delisting of some of their state organizations as well as its tax-exempt status due to its religious nature. In its more prominent days it rallied to motivate millions of voters, particularly in churches, to vote and support conservative, religious candidates. What US political advocacy group, FTP, was founded and funded by Pat Robertson and is still one of the largest active conservative grassroots organizations.

ANS:
Christian Coalition
16. A leak of the Team B experiment to study Soviet military capabilities to stop détente and the SALT process, Henry Kissinger announcing that “peace is at hand” with the Vietnam War, Ronald Reagan defense secretary Caspar Weinberger being indicted on felony charges of lying to the Iran-Contra independent counsel, the surfaced reports of the disappearance of a huge cache of explosives in Iraq, the unearthing of George W. Bush’s arrest for drunk driving, the fabrication of documents that alleged that George W Bush dishonorably avoided full service in the Texas Air National Guard, and possibly the Mark Foley scandal of inappropriate internet communications with congressional pages and a potential House Republican cover-up are examples of, FTP, what political phrase to describe a news event shortly before an election which can really influence the results of the upcoming election.

ANS:
October Surprise
17. He was born in 1955 to an already established political family. He was first elected to a state office in 1986 to become secretary of state following a heated debate of whether he met the state’s residency requirement to be on the ballot. He was elected to the governor’s mansion in 1988 serving two terms which were considered very successful. During his tenure as governor he presided over the largest surplus and tax break in his state’s history. In 1998 he was elected to the senate with the largest margin of victory ever by a Democrat for senate in Indiana. FTP, name this Indiana senator who is rumored to be one of the top contenders for the Democratic nomination for the President of the United States.

ANS:
Evan Bayh
18. Established in 1789, the main duty of the office was rarely used before the 1960s, and unlike today, when one person holds the office, it was originally assigned on a daily or weekly basis as needed.  The holder of this office is though to be the main reason Andrew Johnson was not impeached; at the time, this office was directly behind the vice president in the order of succession, and Benjamin Wade was considered too radical for the White House.  FTP, identify this largely ceremonial position, currently held by Ted Stevens, created to preside over the Senate when the Vice President is not present.
ANS:  President pro tempore of the Senate

19. He did not participate in the Southern walkout at the 1948 Democratic convention, and in 1953 was elected to his state’s circuit court, where he was given the moniker “the little fightin’ judge.”  He lost the Democratic gubernatorial primary in 1958 to John Patterson – Patterson had the backing of the Ku Klux Klan, while he was endorsed by the NAACP.  Afterwards, he related to an aide that he knew exactly why Patterson won, and adopted a hard line segregation platform for his 1962 bid.  FTP, identify this governor of Alabama, presidential candidate of the American Independence Party, and until the late 1970s, an avowed racist.

ANS:  George Wallace
20. In 2004, from Minnesota, for John Edwards.  In 2000, from Washington, D.C., for no one.  In 1988, from West Virginia, for Lloyd Bentsen.  In 1976, from Washington, for Ronald Reagan.  In 1972, from Virginia, for John Hospers.  In 1968, from North Carolina, for George Wallace.  In 1960, from Oklahoma, for Harry Byrd.  In 1808, from New York, the entire delegation for George Clinton.  FTP, these are all examples of what phenomenon, the name given when a duly certified elector casts their ballot for a candidate other than the one which won their state?
ANS:  Faithless elector
21. Born and raised in South Central Los Angeles, he graduated Brown University with a BA in Political Science in 1974. He entered into the world of law and in 1980 he formed a business specializing in recruiting experienced attorneys. He dabbled in media until entering in the realm of talk radio in 1994 when he started hosting his show which became a top-rated program on KABC. In 2002 his show became nationally syndicated. Known as the “Sage from South Central”, he often calls himself a “Republitarian”, a Republican with social libertarian tendencies. FTP, who is this African-American talk show host that also hosted the WB show Moral Court.

ANS:
Larry Elder 
Bonuses - Politics
1. A number of politicians have a record of flip-flopping, not on the issues, but on different political positions. FTPE, Identify these US Senators turned state governors from the clues provided.
A. This New Jersey governor was US senator until elected to replace Jim McGreevey in a special election.

ANS:
John Corzine
B. This Florida territorial governor was once a senator for Tennessee, but is probably more well-known for being President of the United States.

ANS:
Andrew Jackson
C. This California governor was the last elected Republican senator from California and served immediately prior to disgraced Governor Gray Davis.

ANS:
Pete Wilson
2. Identify the following economic measures favored by Democrats…those in the mid-19th century, that is.
A. This 1836 executive order by Andrew Jackson required federal land to be paid for in gold or silver.  Many finger it as a cause of the Panic of 1837.

ANS:
Specie Circular 
B. One of the major achievements of the Polk administration was this radical low tariff, named for Polk's Secretary of the Treasury. Some finger it as a stimulus for the repeal of the Corn Laws.

ANS:
Walker Tariff
C. Polk's other major economic achievement is the creation of this system, where the federal government removed all of its money from banks and placed them into special government depositories.  It was replaced by the Federal Reserve in 1920.

ANS:
Independent Treasury or Subtreasury
3. Many conservatives love to watch Fox News. Using the descriptions, identify the Fox News show FTPE.

A. This daily Fox News financial show is hosted by Fox News’ business news vice president.

ANS:
Your World with Neil Cavuto
B. This cable news ratings hit is one of the shows Fox News cites as “fair and balanced” due to the back and forth debate between its liberal and conservative co-hosts.

ANS:
Hannity and Colmes
C. This trashy show hosted by Greta Van Susteren focuses on riveting criminal cases, such as the disappearance of Natalie Holloway.

ANS:
On the Record
4. 30-20-10, name this politician who spoke the following words.

30. “A man does what he must — in spite of personal consequences, in spite of obstacles and dangers, and pressures — and that is the basis of all human morality.”
20. “The New Frontier of which I speak is not a set of promises — it is a set of challenges. It sums up not what I intend to offer the American people, but what I intend to ask of them.”
10. “I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to the Earth.”

ANS:
John Fitzgerald Kennedy
5. Some Right-Wing Republicans talk a lot about a supposed gay agenda these days. FTPE, Identify these gay politicians, at least one of whom is ironically a Republican.
A. This first openly gay Republican congressman currently serves a congressional district in southern Arizona.

ANS:
Jim Kolbe
B. This first openly gay Congressman and Massachusetts Democrat continued to serve in the House despite being part of the 1983 Congressional page scandal for having a consensual affair with a page.

ANS:
Gary Studds
C. This former Republican congressman barely lost to Diane Feinstein in 1994, but is probably more famously known for his former marriage with political pundit Arianna.

ANS:
Michael Huffington
6. Third party presidential candidates?  Go ahead – THROW YOUR VOTE AWAY!  (Maniacal laugh.)  Identify the third party candidates from a description, 5-10-15.

A. For 5 -  Probably the most famous third party candidate of all time, he ran on the Progressive ticket in 1912 because he was dissatisfied with his protégé, William Taft.



ANS:
Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt or TR (Prompt on Roosevelt)

B. For 10 – Conservatives widely credited this third party candidate with siphoning enough votes from the elder George Bush to allow Bill Clinton to win in 1992.  It wasn’t the economy at all.


ANS:  H. Ross Perot
C. For 15 – He ran as the Greenback candidate in 1880.  When they merged with the Democrats, this Iowan ran as the Populist nominee, winning Colorado, Kansas, Idaho, and Nevada.


ANS:  James Weaver
7. Identify the treaties which ended these American involved wars FTPE.

A. The War of 1812



ANS:
Treaty of Ghent
B. World War II on the Pacific Front

ANS:
Treaty of San Francisco
C. Mexican-American War


ANS:
Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo
8. Let’s test your knowledge on your favorite blond conservative pundit. From the descriptions provided, identify these Ann Coulter books FTPE.
A. This 1998 best seller puts forward the case to impeach President Clinton.

ANS:
High Crimes and Misdemeanors: The Case Against Bill Clinton
B. This 2004 book has a collection of her columns written between 2001 and 2004 about the war on terror, media, and the general mindset of those on the left.

ANS:
How to Talk to a Liberal (If You Must)
C. This 2006 book against liberalism caused a stir in political media as the book argues that liberalism is somewhat like a religious cult.

ANS:
Godless: The Church of Liberalism
9. Whether it’s paper voting or electronic voting, there are many complaints on the way voting and vote counting is done. Identify these controversial things about voting, FTPE.
A. These dangling paper particles from punch card ballots hanging to the punch card by only a corner or two. 

ANS:
Hanging Chad
B. This controversial type of ballot that came under the media limelight in 2000 is thought to have brought Pat Buchanan an extra several thousand votes.

ANS:
Butterfly Ballot
C. Some electronic voting machines have been criticized for not producing a physical record of votes, a record which has been given this two word nickname.

ANS:
“Paper Trail”
10. Given a state where neither senate seat is up for election in 2006, name the senators, five points per answer.

A. Kentucky



ANS:  Jim Bunning, Mitch McConnell

B. Colorado



ANS:  Wayne Allard, Ken Salazar

C. New Hampshire



ANS:  Judd Gregg, John E. Sununu
11. You all know the winners of Presidential races but I do hope you have studied your Presidential election losers as well. FTPE, name these electoral losers using the clues provided.
A. His loss in the 1876 Presidential election to Hayes ultimately started the end of Reconstruction

ANS:
Samuel Tilden
B. This loser to Hoover in the 1928 Presidential election suffered from anti-Catholic prejudice

ANS:
Alfred Smith
C. This loser in the 1948 Presidential election was actually predicted to win by all major US pollsters at the time.

ANS:
Thomas Dewey
12. FPTE, identify these books that have made a major impact in the world of American Politics
A. This antebellum novel is often cited as one of the contributing factors toward the start of the Civil War.

ANS:
Uncle Tom’s Cabin
B. This novel helped contribute to the eventual passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act.

ANS:
The Jungle
C. This 1970’s book is often cited by political scientists as famously predicting the Reagan Revolution and continuing power of the GOP.

ANS:
The Emerging Republican Majority
13. Politicians sometimes say some really stupid things. Given the quote, identify the politician who said it FTPE.
A. “There is no Soviet domination of Eastern Europe.”

ANS:
Gerald Ford
B. “I just want you to know that, when we talk about war, we're really talking about peace.”

ANS:
George W. Bush
C. “I wonder if it's possible to be a Republican and a Christian at the same time.”

ANS:
Hillary Clinton
14. Some politicians don’t start in the field of politics, law, or public service. Five, ten, fifteen, name these politicians who started in the world of sports.
A. For 5 - This professional wrestler became mayor of Brooklyn Park and eventually governor.

ANS:
Jesse Ventura or James Janos
B. For 10 - He was a basketball player for the New York Knicks before becoming New Jersey senator.

ANS:
Bill Bradley
C. Before becoming a losing Vice Presidential nominee in 1996, he was a quarterback for the Buffalo Bills.

ANS:
Jack Kemp
15. Political figures have a propensity to write books, whether they sell or not. Identify the political figure from a book they have written FTPE.
A. A National Party No More: The Conscience of a Conservative Democrat

ANS:
Zell Miller
B. Taking Heat: The President, The Press, and My Years at the White House

ANS:
Ari Fleischer
C. A Time to Run

ANS:
Barbara Boxer
16. Given the nickname, name the general and future presidential nominee FTPE.

A. Old Hickory


ANS:
Andrew Jackson
B. Old Fuss and Feathers

ANS:
Winfield Scott
C. Old Rough and Ready

ANS:
Zachary Taylor
17. Food items have long had ties with the Presidents. FTPE, identify the food item described.
A. In 2002 President Bush choked on one of these while watching an NFL football game

ANS:
pretzel
B. President Reagan was known to have a jar of these on his oval office desk.

ANS:
Jelly bean
C. President Andrew Jackson reportedly served a big block of this during his inauguration.

ANS:
Cheese
18. Constitutional amendments have often altered certain aspects of politics. Using the descriptions, identify the amendment to the US constitution FTPE.

A. This amendment to the constitution allowed all citizens 18 years or older to vote.

ANS:
26th
B. Senators and Representatives are now bared to adjust their salaries in the current session of Congress due to this amendment.

ANS:
27th
C. This amendment created a separate ballot for Presidential and Vice Presidential candidates.

ANS:
12th
19. It appears that the culture of corruption has swept Washington again this decade. FTPE, name the embattled Congressmen who fell from grace because of corruption charges from the clues given.

A. This Ohio congressman was convicted on tax day 2002 on felony accounts of bribery, tax evasion, racketeering, among other things and was expelled from the House of Representatives by a 420-1 vote.

ANS:
James Traficant
B. This congressman, also from Ohio, is one of the congressmen that have been involved in the Jack Abramoff scandal including doing favors for SunCruz casinos in exchange for a $10,000 donation. He officially withdrew his reelection bid in mid-August 2006.

ANS:
Bob Ney
C. This distinguished Vietnam War veteran and TOPGUN instructor turned congressman for parts of suburban San Diego resigned after being embroiled in a corruption scandal with defense contractors and is currently serving an 8 year prison term.

ANS:
Randy “Duke” Cunningham (accept “Duke”)
20. Extra-marital affairs among politicians aren’t particularly surprising. FTPE, name these extramarital objects of affection provided the description.

A. The intern for the Federal Bureau of Prisons and mistress of Congressman Gary Condit was found missing and dead in 2001.

ANS:
Chandra Levy
B. This Homeland Security Advisor for Jim McGreevey filed sexual harassment lawsuits against the disgraced governor.

ANS:
Golan Cipel
C. This woman had ties to the mafia when she slept with President Kennedy.

ANS:
Judith Campbell
10

