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This Tournament Goes to Eleven VII (October 2005) 
“Take me out to the corporate-sponsored ballgame” by Scott Wasik, University of Iowa

All the answers in this packet are current major league ballparks. Bonuses are directly linked to their corresponding tossup. Therefore, if a team answers tossup 6 correctly they will then receive bonus 6 and no other. Missed tossups will have their bonus disregarded.
[Mod: I had some inexplicable problems formatting this text.  Bolded=underline for answers. –jl]
1.It is ironic that it holds the attendance record for an NHL game and for a Men’s NCAA Final Four Basketball game since baseball attendance is almost last in the majors. A memorable moment came in 2002 when Boston’s Shea Hillenbrand hit a game-winning grand slam that bounced off a catwalk and rolled all the way back to home plate. This ballpark’s dimensions are loosely based on Brooklyn’s Ebbet’s Field, perhaps in a nod to its many transplanted residents from that city. Manager “Sweet Lou” Pinella has finally led the team out of last place last year and the Devil-Rays are now fielding a more competitive team in FTP what citrusy named stadium?
Answer: Tropicana Field
2. In their first season the team won a record 67 games and actually led all the majors in attendance at the multi-purpose stadium that preceded this park. Contrary to popular belief this ballpark has some of the deepest dimensions in all of baseball with 416ft to dead center. Only one player has ever thrown a no hitter at this stadium and that was Hideo “No-No” Nomo in 1996. Attendance has fallen off sharply as doubts grow that the Rockies can ever field a viable team in the thin mountain air.  FTP the Colorado Rockies play at what ballpark named after a local brewery.
Answer: Coors Field
3 It boasts having been the only place to have hosted the World Series, the All-Star Game, the Super Bowl and the Final Four all under one roof.   It was the third fixed dome stadium constructed in the majors when it opened in 1982 and remains the only air-supported dome in baseball. The Homer Hankies were in force here during a classic 91’ World Series that saw Hall of Famer Kirby Puckett hit one of the most dramatic home runs in history.  The NFL Vikings also share lodging at FTP what stadium named in honor of a Minnesota politician?
Answer: Hubert H. Humphrey Dome or the MetroDome
4. A walking museum dedicated to each decade of baseball history lies on the first level, while behind home plate you will find the largest children’s area in sports, complete with a fifty-foot Ferris wheel. One of the most imposing entrances in the majors is created with 80 foot crossed baseball bats and statues of snarling beasts. The team’s hitters complained that the outfield was too deep until in 2003 the walls were brought in 30ft., but to no avail for the hapless team which lost 119 games that year. FTP what is the home of these hapless Detroit Tigers.
Answer: Comerica Park.
5. Maybe its most distinctive feature is the Gap, a large gap separating the third-base line upper deck into two sections and allows office workers along Sycamore Street to peek through the park at the game.  The park was built on land directly adjacent to the previous stadium and cost $297 million dollars. Great features are incorporated from past ballparks like the close intimacy of Crosley field and the scenic location of Cinergy Field on the banks of the Ohio River. The park has definitely played as a hitter’s paradise benefiting sluggers like Adam Dunn and torturing pitchers like Eric Milton. FTP what is the home of the Cincinnati Reds that bears an un-corporate sounding corporate name?
Great American Ballpark    

Answer:
6. The park opened midseason 1999 to an inter-league loss to the Padres, the highlight however came a few months later as the previous stadium nick-named “The Concrete Goiter” was detonated live on Fox. The park was an instant hit with its comfortable seating and retractable roof to account for the city’s rainy disposition. Culinary favorites include the Daimajin Roll which is Japanese for “big man who saves everyone” named after Kaz Sasaki and the Ichi-Roll has become so popular it has spread to other cities.  2001 was a banner year seeing 116 wins for the Seattle Mariners and FTP their classy modern ballpark named after a security company.
Safeco Field 
7. Erected on the site of a former seminary for the cost of $250,000, this park started as the home for the Whales of the Federal league.  Within two years owner Charles Weeghman had purchased the current club and moved them to their present location. The green centerfield scoreboard is hand-operated and has never been struck by a ball during play. In 1937 eight Elm trees were planted in the bleachers to go with the famous ivy, but the trees were removed after falling leaves disrupted play. FTP this is of course, what sacred home of the Chicago Cubs named after a chewing gum magnate?
Wrigley Field
8. Retro features abound in this ballpark like brick facades, an ivy covered backdrop, and a 25-foot high mini monster in right. The B&O Warehouse looms over right field and is the longest free-standing structure on the East Coast. The park’s blend of retro looks and modern amenities helped spark the ballpark boom of the 90’s. The most memorable moment at this park is almost certainly 1995’s 2,131st consecutive game played by Cal Ripken Jr. FTP this is what eponymous home of the Baltimore Orioles?
Oriole Park at Camden Yards (accept Camden Yards or Oriole Park)
9. Fewer than twenty rainouts in over forty years and gorgeous purple mountains beyond centerfield have led some to call this baseball’s Taj Mahal. Outfield dimensions are perfectly symmetrical with no true power alleys leading to the park’s deserved reputation as a pitcher’s paradise nestled into Chavez Ravine. Banner moments include Sandy Koufax’s perfect game and the multiple World Series won here after the team left Brooklyn in 1958. FTP this is what eponymously named home of the Los Angeles Dodgers.
Dodger Stadium
10. Opening in 1966 this park was shared with the local football team until they left for the Midwest in the 90s. Their first owner, Gene Autrey, eventually gave way to the dark days of Michael Eisner’s chairmanship. He hiked prices, lowered payroll and even charged kid’s admission to the team’s Disneyland victory parade. In 2003 Arte Moreno bought the team and attracted Hispanic players and fans from the heavily Hispanic area. He also changed the name of the team to include the city of Los Angeles and the moniker of FTP what eponymously named stadium, the home of the Anaheim Angels?
Angels Stadium of Anaheim or Angels Stadium
11. Steel dominates the design of this ballpark, from exposed latticework to brushed decorative work melded with Kasota yellow limestone. Daryl Ward was the first player to hit a homer into the local river some 443ft from home plate. Spanning that river is a bridge bearing statues to team Hall of Famers, like the “Flying Dutchman”, “Pops,” and the bridge’s namesake Roberto Clemente. FTP this is what lovely new home of the Pittsburgh Pirates named after a bank?
PNC Park
12. Look for the one red wooden seat amid the sea of green to find the site of the longest homerun ever hit at this park. In 1946 the Splendid Splinter sent a ball 502ft and punched a hole through a man’s straw hat while concussing him. Pesky’s Pole lies in right where almost all of Johnny Pesky’s 17 career homers landed just 305ft from home. Left field serves as both landmark and mascot where a massive green wall towers over the action. This is FTP what sacred Beantown cathedral, home of the curse free Red Sox?
Fenway Park
13. A prominent retro feature is the dangerously steep manmade knoll in center called Tal’s Hill and a train above the outfield complete with a conductor. The grass is specially bred to survive intense summer heat when the roof is open. In its first two seasons the park sported 3 names. The first was local disgraced company Enron who paid $100 million for naming rights that lasted just fifteen months. FTP what park now sports the name of a Juice company, but briefly bore the name Astro’s Field?
Minute Maid Park
14. This place was the site of the first sudden-death overtime game in NFL history as the Colts won the 1958 championship 30 years after the “Win One for the Gipper” speech was uttered in the visitors locker room. The look of the place changed drastically after significant renovations shortened the distance of the left field fence from 500ft to 399ft, lessening the impact of the vast gap called “Death Valley”. Past the outfield wall  lies fabled Monument Park where the spirits of 15 players and two Popes are enshrined. This is FTP what sporting landmark nicknamed the Bronx Zoo?
Yankee Stadium
15. The park’s design elegantly echoes that of an early Spanish Mission with a façade composed of sandstone, stucco, and brick, as well as structural steel. Many seats are equipped with computer terminals that allow spectators to access player stats and order food to be delivered to their seat. The same manager/general manager partnership of Kevin Towers and Bruce Bochy has remained for almost a decade lending stability to the So-Cal team. FTP what is the home of San Diego Padres named after pet store brand?
Petco Park
16. When it opened in 1973 it was perfectly symmetrical in almost every way, and the site sported artificial turf which was thankfully removed during later renovations. This place is odd, in that it was partly designed by the team’s owner who insisted on a baseball-only facility. At first the name it bore was that of the team, but in 1993 it was renamed in honor of the team’s influential owner. The most memorable features remain the prominent fountain and fireworks at FTP what home of the Kansas City Royals?
Ewing M. Kauffman Stadium
17. It is thirty-one stories tall with 5 levels of seating, 3 restaurants facing the field and a 348-room hotel all underneath the enormous roof. Often hailed as the “missing link” in ballpark design this was the first park to focus on luxury boxes and feature a retractable roof that actually worked. (Sorry Montreal)  The park was tops in attendance from its opening in 1989 through consecutive championship seasons in 92’ and 93’, until the 94’ strike decimated fan interest. FTP this is what home of the Toronto Blue Jays whose name encompasses the enormity of its roof?
The SkyDome
18. It bills itself as a “baseball amusement park” with a mini carnival for kids, a mini field for fans to play on, and a large statue of “Casey at the Bat”. A portion of Fulton County Stadium where Hank Aaron’s 715th homer landed has been preserved in the parking lot of the current park. The park was originally built for the Olympics but was then converted to baseball by the owner of CNN and TBS. FTP what home of the Braves is named after the team’s former owner who was caught dozing during a game with ex-wife Jane Fonda?
Turner Field
19. The opening of this ballpark in 1994 and the immediate success that followed was hailed as baseball’s “Blueprint for Success” and was widely copied by other low to middle budget teams. The park revitalized the flagging Gateway district and new revenue let the team to develop and sign top players, turning the team from the laughingstock dramatized in “Major League” to a perennial World Series challenger. A contender once again, the Cleveland Indians play at FTP what ballpark named after their former owner?
Jacobs’s Field
20. The team colors are blur and orange, which are also the state colors, while the team logo features a bridge. Considered the first multi-sport facility in baseball, at one time in 1975 it was home to two MLB teams and two NFL teams at the same time. Popular distractions include a giant red apple rises out of a hat past center field and the vegetable garden growing in the bullpens. Success was slow in coming to the team until the “Miracle” season of 1969. This is FTP what home of the Mets used as a staging ground for rescue efforts on September 11th. 2001?
Shea Stadium
21. From the outside the park has often given the impression of being a baseball fortress with turrets, ramparts and actual gargoyles at regular intervals. Inside a grassy picnic area lies beyond centerfield while a four story office building rises above right field. The park opened in 1994 at a cost of $191 million, a significant portion of which was paid for by native son George W. Bush. For ten years the park remained nameless until a bank was finally lured into buying naming rights to FTP what home of the Texas Rangers?
Ameriquest Field
22. It is considered the only real blunder in the wave of modern ballparks. Cavernous, sterile, and anything but intimate this park was hailed as a disappointment by local fans, ownership, and even the firm that designed it. Top moments include Mike Cameron’s four homer game in 2002 and the surprising 2005 pennant chase. Fittingly, in 2003 the park shed the name that was synonymous with South Side baseball and adopted a cold corporate name. This is FTP what home of the Chicago White Sox dubbed by the fans “the Cell”?
U.S. Cellular Field
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1 Name the D-Ray 30-20-10

a)
He claims to have once successfully willed himself invisible when being robbed at gunpoint 
outside a bar during Spring Training.
b).   On the Simpsons, he was pummeled into submission and left unconscious on the barroom 
tile of Moe’s Tavern by Barney Gumbel. 
     c).  He was the first man to get his 3,000 hit with a homerun after which he got on all fours and 
kissed home plate. Most of those 3,000 hits came with the Red Sox.
Answer: Wade Boggs

2  Answer these questions about the Rockies FTPE

a)
What football stadium did the Rockies play at prior to the construction of Coor’s Field?

                                              Answer:  Mile High Stadium
b)
This former University of Tennessee quarterback holds almost every offensive record in Rockies history.

                                           Answer: Todd Helton

c)
After the 2000 season the Rockies signed this sinkerball ace to a massive 7-year contract. Within 3 years he was traded to the Braves and the Rockies are still paying his paychecks.

Answer: Mike Hampton

3   Answer these questions about the Twins franchise FTPE
a)Many of Twin career records are held by Washington Senators like this dominating right-
hander from the 1910’s who pioneered the art of the Strikeout.  He was so overpowering he 
was known as “Big Train”.

Answer: Walter Johnson

b)This Twin of the 60’s and 70’s was one of the most prodigious power hitters of all time 
slugging his way to the top 5 in career homeruns.

Answer: Harmon Killebrew
c)This man is maybe the most respected GM in baseball and has won numerous executive of 
the year awards whilst engineering the success of the Twins for well over a decade. 
Answer: Terry Ryan
4.
The illustrious 2003 Detroit Tigers lost 119 games, one short of the modern record. For ten 
points identify the player from that immortal team who is still a member of the Tigers 40-
man roster in 2005 by using a comparison of an excerpt of his stats from 2003 with an 
excerpt of his stats from the 2005 season and the position he played. Five points will be 
awarded if an extra clue is required.
a) 10: 2003- 19 losses, 2005- 14 wins, He is a right-handed starter.

 5: At age 19 he was the Tigers opening day starter in 2003.

                                Answer:  Jeremy Bonderman
b) 10: 2003- 29 homers,.297 batting average, 2004- 21 homers, .271 batting average. He is 
primarily a DH.

     
 5 : On opening day 2005 he hit 3 homeruns.

                                                   Answer:    Dmitri Young
c) 10: 2003- 14 homers,.235 batting average, 2004- .077 batting average, 1          R.B.I.  He 
primarily plays Right field when not on the D.L.

             5: He is making almost 9 million dollars this season.                                         

                                                  Answer:   Bobby Higginson
5 Given a position from the Big Red Machine name the Hall of Famer who played there FTPE.

a).  Catcher                       Answer:     Johnny Bench
b)  Second Base                 Answer:   Joe Morgan
c)  First Base                     Answer:   Tony Perez
6 FTPE answer these questions about Mariner players.

a)
A mid 90’s gimmick offered free admission on Buzz-Cut Night to fans who shaved their 
heads like this slugging Mariner right fielder/cult hero who also appeared on Seinfeld as a 
Yankee.





Answer: Jay Buhner
b)
This long time Mariner’s retirement sparked controversy over whether or not a career DH 
player ought to be in the Hall of Fame.

Answer: Edgar Martinez
c)
This past off-season the Mariners tried to add power to their line-up by signing a former 
Brewer’s slugger, and lasts year’s major league home run king. Name them for 5 points each.

Answer: Ritchie Sexson and Adrian Beltre 

7 The Cubs 2003 division title was largely fueled by 3 acquisitions from the hapless Pittsburgh Pirates. For ten points name the player given the position they filled or for five points identify the player by the nick-name manager Dusty Baker referred to them by.

a)
 10:   Third Base   

     
5:   Ram                          Answer:    Aramis Ramirez
b).  10:    Center Field            
     5:    K-Loft         

Answer:      Kenny Lofton
c).  10:    First Base                       

     5:     R-Dawg or Sausage Boy Answer:     Randall Simon
8 30-20-10 Name the former Orioles minor leaguer.

30- He holds the record for most innings pitched in a World Series game.

20- At age 19 his legal guardian, Jack Dunn, sold his contract from the then minor league Orioles to the Red Sox.

10- Later his contract was sold to the Yankees by the owner of the Red Sox for cash to finance a Broadway Musical.

Answer: Babe Ruth or George Hermann Ruth Jr.
9.   The 2005 Dodger’s are a mess. FTPE Answer these questions about players on this current edition of the “Boys in Blue”

a) Acquired from the Yankees in the Kevin Brown trade, this setup man filled in brilliantly for the injured Eric Gagne until being sidelined with injury himself.

Answer: Yhency Brazoban
b)  A Gold Glover for the Dodgers last season he was batting almost .400 until a trip to the D.L. in June slowed him down considerably. Meanwhile his younger brother has been catching on with Anaheim.



Answer: Caesar Izturis
c) After being one of the worst starters of 2004 he received a huge contract largely by merit of his clutch post-season performance. Nothing could save him this year, however, as his wife finally found out about his long time mistress.
Answer: Derek Lowe
10.  Answer these questions about career milestones that happened at Angel’s Stadium FTPE
a)
He pitched two of his no-hitters in an Angels uniform at Angel Stadium.

                                               Answer:     Nolan Ryan
b)
This man hit his 500th homer at Angel Stadium in an Angels uniform on the road to 
563 dingers and 2,597 strikeouts.
                                                 Answer:   Reggie Jackson

c)
He had his 3,000 hit at Angels Stadium after which he was promptly picked off first. 
He did this while wearing a Royals uniform

Answer: George Brett
11. 30-20-10    Name the Pirate.


30- In 2004 his sister won a Gold Medal in Softball at the Athens Olympics.


20- A native of British Columbia, he was traded from the Expos to the Padres until he finally was traded to the Pirates as an afterthought to the Brian Giles trade of 2003.


10- 2004’s National League Rookie of the Year, he was Canada’s representative to this year’s Home Run Derby where he failed to hit a single ball out of the park.

Answer: Jason Bay
12. Red Sox history is replete with moments of soul crushing disappointment and the men responsible for these moments have taken on a special position in New England Folklore. Given the events, name the player responsible who has suffered systematic vitriol ever since.

a) 1978’s one game playoff between the Red Sox and Yankees was decided by his homer. In shock Boston skipper Don Zimmer replaced the shortstop’s middle name with an unmentionable expletive. The name has stuck with him ever since.

Answer: Bucky Dent or Russel Earl O’Dey
b) The 86’ World Series was all sewn up when this Boston First Baseman let an easy dribbler run through his legs letting the Mets come back and win the Series.

Answer: Bill Buckner

c) The 2003 American League Championship Series was won by this short-lived   Yankee’s extra-inning homerun.

Answer: Aaron Boone
13. FTPE answer these questions related to the Houston Astros.

a) Astros owner Drayton McClane was one of the founders of this enormous wholesale chain.

Answer: Wal-Mart
b) The Astros weren’t always called that. What was the first name of the franchise? 
Answer: Colt Forty-fives
c)In 2004 the Astros wore badges on their shoulders honoring the dead of what tragic space shuttle that was destroyed on re-entry to the Earth’s atmosphere?

Answer: Space Shuttle Columbia
14. Answer these questions about Yankees with retired numbers. You will receive 10 points for identifying the player by only his number and position, 5 points if you need a clue about the player.

      a). 10- #15 catcher

     5- He died in 1979 when the plane he was piloting crashed in Canton, Ohio his locker in the clubhouse remains empty to the day.

Answer: Thurman Munson

b). 10- #16 starting pitcher

           5- On the Simpsons he pleaded for order with an unruly mob only to be rendered unconscious by a deluge of pretzels. Truly a black day for Baseball.

Answer: Whitey Ford

c).  10- #4 primarily First base

5 - Dubbed the “Iron Horse” he tragically suffered from ALS

Answer: Lou Gehrig
15. 30-20-10 name the San Diego Legend

30- The Sporting News named one of the most powerful people in sports history just ahead of Jesse Owens.
20- He has performed at concerts with Elvis, the Ramones, Chuck Berry, and Jerry Lee Lewis. He has also performed in all 50 states and 9 countries.

10- His pioneering capering almost single-handedly invented the art of the mascot.

Answer: The San Diego Chicken

16.  The Kansas City Monarchs Negro League team had an enormous impact in and outside of Baseball. FTPE answer these questions about Negro League Players.

a) A former Monarch he was the oldest pitcher to ever pitch in the majors, he even pitched three shutout innings at the tender age of fifty-nine.

Answer: Leroy “Satchel” Paige
b) When baseball returned to Washington D.C. in 2004 there was talk of renaming the new team after the city’s old Negro League team. What was name of that team which won ten Negro League Pennants?

Answer: The Homestead Grays
c) This Negro League All-Star allegedly hit the longest home-run ever recorded by anyone, anywhere, ever. Records indicate the ball traveled over 650ft. from home.

Answer: Josh Gipson
17.    This bonus is devoted to Canadian baseball and all its glory FTPE.
a). Last year he became the only man who will ever enter the Hall of Fame as an Expo after request to enter as Met was denied.

            Answer:    Gary Carter
b) He hit one of the most dramatic homers in history to win the 1993 World Series for the Blue Jays. The three-run bomb beat the Phillies in the bottom of ninth inning.

Answer: Joe Carter

c) One of the saddest parts of the death of the Expos has been the extinction of their beloved if befuddling mascot. Please name the fuzzy overweight orange francophone.

Answer: Youppi! (Yes, his name is always spelled with an exclamation point, don’t ask why)
18.   Answer these questions about pairs of baseball playing brothers. You will receive 5 points for each half of each pair of siblings. First and Last name required for each player.

a. These siblings won a combined 539 games from 1964-1988.

Answer: Phil and Joe Niekro
b. What pair of brothers holds the record for most combined home runs hit?

Answer: Hank and Tommie Aaron
c. This pair would probably lead the majors in whining, or maybe in promoting steroids around the league for over a decade then writing books bragging about it.

Answer: Ozzie and Jose Canseco
19.   FTPE Answer these questions about Cleveland Indian players.

a.  He threw 3 no-hitters and finished his career with a 3.25 ERA and 266 wins.

Answer: Bob Feller
b. In 1947 the Indians picked up his contract making him the first African American in the American League.

Answer: Larry Doby
c. The greatest Indian of the Deadball era he was so successful the team actually changed its name to the Naps in his honor.

Answer: Napoleon Lajoie
20.   FTPE Answer these questions about great Metropolitans.
a. The only player with his number retired by the Mets, he led the “Miracle” team to victory in 1969 winning 27 games that season.

Answer: Tom Seaver
b. One of the greatest New York managers ever, his number 37 is retired by both the Yankees and Mets. His indelible quote was “It ain’t over till it’s over”.

Answer: Casey Stengel

c. This self-proclaimed inventor of the Sandwich Wrap, he managed the Mets to the 2000 World Series before moving back to Japan to skipper there.

Answer: Bobby Valentine
21.    FTPE Answer these questions about the Texas Rangers in general.

a. In 1994 he threw the first perfect game in Rangers history. More recently he has been having trouble with the Media.

Answer: Kenny Rogers
b. When asked what was the greatest mistake he ever made in his life George W. Bush replied that it was trading away this young slugger to the White Sox.

Answer: Sammy Sosa
c. Ameriquest Field boasts gargoyles depicting this beast. This animal enjoys a prominent place in Texan folklore.

Answer: Long-horn Steer
22.    Tadahito Iguchi has helped fuel the White Sox this season. In his honor answer these questions FTSNOP about his native Japan’s baseball leagues.

a. Traditionally the Japanese Leagues have been comprised of two different leagues mirroring the N.L/A.L. divide in America. What are their names for 5 points each?

Answer: The Pacific League and the Central League
b.  This team is accurately considered the Yankees of Japan being based out of Tokyo and having the largest fan base and exposure in the country. They took their moniker from adominant American baseball team of the Deadball era.

Answer: The Yomiuri Giants
c. Perhaps the most hilarious name in organized sports, this team is owned by and proudly named after a Japanese meat company.

Answer: The Nippon Ham Fighters
