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This Tournament Goes to Eleven VII (October 2005) 

“Non-Classical Mythology and Folklore” by Lindsey Negaard, University of Iowa

1. Sometimes depicted as a kite flying above the body of her brother and husband, this goddess is known as both the protectress of sailors* and the goddess of the dead and funeral rites.  She secretly gave birth to and raised her son in the swamps in order to protect him from the evil brother of her husband.  FTP, name this goddess, mother of Horus.  
Answer: Isis

2. Son of the earth-god Gun, this god fought the great flood that his father could not* and then made the land arable by controlling the flow of the waters.  After such feats, he was so tired that he had a permanent limp.  This limp became the basis for the Yu-bu, a dance performed by shamans.  FTP, name this Chinese god, the founder of the Xia Dynasty who changed himself into a bear when he worked.
Answer: Da-yu (also accept Ta-yu)
3. In Japanese mythology, he is portrayed as a dark demon wearing leopard skin.*  At the creation of the world, he let the winds out of his bag and they cleared the morning mists and filled the space between heaven and earth so the sun could be seen.  FTP, name this Shinto god of the wind.  
Answer: Fujin (also accept Ryobu)
4. The story of this tribe's journey to their homeland begins with two brothers who led their people from a far western land that had ceased to be prosperous* for the tribe.   The tribe was led by the leanings of a magic pole and continued to travel until the magic pole no longer leaned in any direction.  However, the brothers soon discovered that the land was not able to support the entire tribe so one brother, Chicksah took half the tribe and formed the Chickasaw people while the other half remained as, FTP, this tribe led by Chicksah's brother Chatah.  
Answer: Chocktaw (accept Chickasaw early)
5. According to mythology, this beast and his family will one day be responsible for the end of the world and so he was tricked* into being chained.  Immensely strong, he easily broke free of the chains and so the gods, fearful of his future acts, had the dwarves create a magic chain made of six very unique elements.  While the chain continues to hold him, FTP name this wolf-like beast that bit off Tyr's hand after being magically chained. 
Answer: Fenrir (also accept Fenris)
6. Great grandchild of Buri, grandchild of Bor, child of Frigg, and father of Forseti.  This god* was considered the most beloved by gods and mortals alike until a dart of mistletoe pierced his heart and killed him.  FTP, name this Norse god of joy and light, among other things, who was sent to sea with his wife Nanna who died of a broken heart after her husband's death.
Answer: Balder
7. He was sent away by his mother to live with a druidess and a female-warrior in hopes of protecting him* from being killed by the same man who killed his father.  After growing up, this hero searched for the knowledge necessary to avenge his father.  While serving an old poet, he was commanded to catch the Salmon of Knowledge and cook it for his master to eat.  While cooking, a blister on the salmon burst and necessary knowledge to avenge his father was passed onto, FTP, this hero who led the Fianna against Goll Mac Morna.

Answer: Finn mac Cumhail (Finn MacCool)
8. Stories of her date back to the Sumerian Civilization, over 5000 years ago and it is said that she was a creature of beauty* so intoxicating that gods and men alike pursued her.  She rejected all of them and over time she became so obsessed with perfection that she vowed to destroy the imperfections of the world by punishing all living things who crossed her path.  FTP, name this fairy, known as the Bitter Tear Fairy, who is said to reside in the Neolithic goddess temple of Malta.
Answer: Nimm (also accept The Purple-Blue Witch Fairy or the Bitter Tear Fairy before it is read)
9. Mamlambo, goddess of rivers; Mbaba Mwana Woresa, godess of rainbows, rain, agriculture and beer;* Unwaba, the chameleon who attempted to give humanity immortality; Intulo, a humanoid lizard; Umvelinqangi, god of thunder and earthquakes; and Unkulunkulu, creator of humanity are all, FTP deities of which African mythology whose highest god is UKqili.
Answer: Zulu Mythology

10. The children of this goddess were powerful beings although they were not gods.  Indra, supreme ruler* of the gods, was so afraid of her children that he entered her womb when she was dozing and dismembered her fetus.  However, the child was so powerful that it reformed into 49 warriors.  FTP, name this Hindu goddess, symbolic of the Earth, who gave birth to the warrior Maruts.

Answer: Diti

11. The complete disappearance of villagers in parts of Asia is said to prove the existence* of this creature who eats all of its victim including bones, clothes, and carried possessions.  This monster stalks forests in search of human prey and when it finds one, the monster fires poisonous darts from its tail which kill the human instantly.  FTP, name this monster with three rows of razor sharp teeth, the body of a lion, and a human-like head.

Answer: Manticore

12.  “In wings and beak and crest, formed like his sire, as in feet before; but like the mare, his dam, in all the rest*.”  The poem Orlando Furioso, references this creature who often appears in medieval mythology as the steed of a great knight or king.  This creature often represents impossibility and love because of the difficulty of its conception.  FTP name this mythological creature, who was the inspiration for Harry Potter's Buckbeak.
Answer: Hippogriff

13.  This creature, born from an egg laid by a rooster and incubated by a toad or serpent,* can exercise its most known power through looking at a victim, touching a victim, or sometimes even breathing on its victim.  Appearing in Magic, the Gathering, the Dungeons and Dragons Monstrous Manual, and Final Fantasy IV, FTP name this creature, related to a basilisk, who can turn its victims to stone.
Answer: Cockatrice (also accept Chickatrice and accept basilisk early)
14. This legendary deity is said to roam the woodlands of the British Isles and Europe who leads festival progressions in spring* Pagan rites.  An effigy of this deity is often dunked in a river or pond to ensure that there will be enough rain to make the pastures green. FTP name this deity who is said to foster livestock and make plants green.
Answer: Green George (prompt on Green Man, accept Green Jack, or Jack in the Green)

15.  In Arabian folklore, they are ugly and evil demons with supernatural powers* which can be bestowed upon people with the power to call them.  In the Old Testament, King Solomon called upon their aid to help his armies.  In Islamic mythology, they are fiery spirits, associated with the desert.  FTP, name these supernatural beings, one of which came out of Aladdin's lamp.

Answer: Jinns (also accept genies, djinns, jinuns)
16. This god ruled the fifth world cycle and created the humans of that cycle.  Son of Coatlicue *and twin brother to Xolotl, he introduced agriculture and the calendar to his people.  Translated, his name means "feathered snake", FTP name this Aztec creator sky-god and wise legislator.
Answer: Quetzalcoatl

17.  Warning: two answers required.  These two daughters of the Emperor of the Heavens originally inhabited the Palace of the Moon where they decorated the night sky with their embroideries.*  However, their beauty stunned mortals who were unable to tear their eyes away from the beautiful princesses to sleep.  To solve the problem, the princesses traded places with their brother  and dwelled in the Pagoda of the Sun, FTP name these princesses, the Sun Sisters, who poke their fine needles into the eyes of any foolish enough to look directly into the sun.
Answer: White Jade and Golden Bird
18.  This fairy, originally a member of the royal family of fairies whose responsibility was to maintain the balance between nature and humanity,* fostered many romances and made many matches to further the ends of her family.  One day in a lilac garden, she had a vision of her soul-mate, FTP, name this fairy, who now waits in a vigil for her soul-mate just outside of Paris, France.

Answer: Augustine (also accept the Violet Bride Fairy or Fairy of the Tender Heart)

19. The feminine aspect of the Navajo Holy People, this mythic being is also important among the Pueblos* and the Hopi.  She and her male counterpart are alternately cast as creators and tricksters.  Among the Navajo, she is influential for teaching the people to weave and establishing the four warnings of death.  FTP, name this arachnidian female supernatural being.
Answer: Spider Woman (prompt on Spider)

20. This god, lord of darkness, leads the forces of evil against Spenta Mainyu, the holy spirit, who assisted Ahura Mazda,* the wise lord, in creating the heavens and earths.  Also known as Ahriman, this god introduced frost in the winter, heat in the summer, disease, and many other ills in an attempt to thwart Ahura Mazda.  Ruling his dark kingdom through sexual dominance and power, FTP, name this Persian equivalent to Satan, whose symbol is a snake.
Answer: Angra Mainyu (also accept Ako Mainyu, and prompt on Ahriman before it is read)

21. Drawn back at dawn and spread again each evening.  Rolled up during the passing of comets,* it allows angels, demons and the dead to hear conversations and decrees from the Divine Court.  Sometimes identified as the first of Seven Heavens, FTP, name this Judaic mythological veil which conceals the throne of God.
Answer: Curtain of Heaven (also accept Vilon or Pargod)

22. This chant presents the genealogy which follows after the creation of Red Earth Man who was the first son of Rangi Sky* and Papa Earth.  Then came Wakea and his wife, Lihau'ula, from whom chiefs and priests will always be descended.  FTP, name the ancient Hawaiian creation chant which listed the generations to follow.

Answer: Kumuliho
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This Tournament Goes to Eleven VII (October 2005) 

“Non-Classical Mythology and Folklore” by Matt Larson, University of Iowa

1. Greek mythology is full of incest but similar relationships also occur in other mythologies.  FSNOP, identify one party of the following incestuous relationships.
(15) This trickster god of the dragon people of Sudan and Mali had an incestuous affair with his mother, the Earth.

Answer: Yurugy
(15) According to Metamorphoses  by Ovid, this daughter of Cinyras and Cenchreis tried to hang herself after having lustful thoughts about her father.


Answer: Myrrha
2. Names in mythology can be very misleading, FTPE, state whether the following mythological figure is male, female, or animal.
a.
Itsaso


Answer: Female
b.
Unwaba

Answer: Animal
c.
Loko

Answer: Female
3. African religions and mythologies are some of the most unknown in the world. FTPE, list the modern country which controls the land of origin for the following African religions.
a. Zulu

Answer: South Africa
b. Ibo 

Answer: Nigeria
c. Ashanti

Answer: Ghana
4. Writers of myths love to have mythological beings born from the body parts of others, FTPE, given the parental mythological being and the body part, name the deity born.
a. Re, a drop of blood from the penis

Answer: Sia
b. Izanagi, Right Eye


Answer: Tsuki-Yumi
c. Wulep, Head


Answer: Letao
5. Some gods require sacrificial lambs, rams, or wheat, but others require humans.  FTSNOP, given a description, name the deity who requires regular human sacrifices.
(15) The god of sorcerers in Hawaiian mythology, this god was particularly fond of human eyes.


Answer: Kahoali

(15)  In Tahitian mythology, this god, the god of war and peace, required human sacrifices during times of war or violence.


Answer: Oro (also accept Oro-I-Te-Tea-Moe)

6. (Visual Bonus! – See attached page for images!) FTPE, Identify these Celtic deities from statues of their likeness. 
a.
Answer: Cernunnos

b.
Answer: Morrigan
c.
Answer: Arianrhod
7. All gods and goddesses must have mythical places to live, eat, sleep, and party! FTPE, name these mythical locations associated with Norse mythology.
a. The overall realm of the gods, thought to be separate from Midgard the realm of mortals.

Answer: Asgard (also accept Godheim)
b. The enormous tree which connects the nine worlds of Norse cosmology.


Answer: Yggdrasil (also accept Mimameid or Lerad)
c. One of the nine worlds, the world of the dead shares its name with the Goddess who rules it.


Answer: Helgardh (prompt on Hel)
8. Let's see how much you know about Latvian Mythology, FTPE, answer these questions about the mythology of Latvia.
a. Unlike the mythology of many other countries, the most powerful deity in Latvian mythology is feminine, name the goddess of the sun, ruler of heaven.

Answer: Saule (do not accept Saules Meitas)
b. Her name translates as "witch" and she is the goddess with knowledge of the future and the control of supernatural forces.


Answer: Ragana
c. She is the goddess of death and ruler of the realm of the dead.


Answer: Velu Mate (do not accept Veli)

9. Answer these questions about religious and mythological holidays FTSNOP.

(5) This ancient Gaelic holiday is celebrated around May 1 and is the traditional first day of summer in Ireland.


Answer: Beltane

(10) This holiday, generally celebrated on the first full moon day of May, is the most holy time in the Buddhist calendar and celebrates the birth, enlightenment, and passing of Guatama Buddha.


Answer: Vesak (also accept Visakah Puja, Waisak, Wesak, Buddha Purnima)

(15) This holiday, the Hindu celebration of lights, is celebrated for five consecutive days at some time during the month of October or November.

Answer: Diwali (also accept Dipavali)

10. (Visual Bonus – see attached page for images).  FTPE Identify the religions or mythologies associated with the following symbols or flags.

a. Answer: Hinduism

b. Answer: Jainism
c. Answer: Buddhism
11. Although old in roots, Wicca is one of the newest mythologies in name and formal structure, FTSNOP, answer these questions about the roots and practices of Wicca.

(5,5) Name the two deities that are worshipped in the traditional Wicca belief system.
Answer: Goddess, Horned-God (prompt on God)
(5) What is the symbol most commonly associated with the Wicca faith?

Answer: Pentagram (also accept Pentacle)
(15) Modern Wicca was founded by what British civil-servant?

Answer: Gerald Gardner 

12. With Halloween just around the corner it seems appropriate to include a question with that theme, FTPE, state whether the following Halloween traditions are Norse, Celtic, Christian, Oceanic, Judaic, or Islamic.

a. This faith celebrates Halloween not for the sake of itself but rather in preparation for the following day which commemorates those souls condemned to purgatory.


Answer: Christian
b. This faith celebrates Halloween by lighting fires and reinforcing boundaries which prevent malicious spirits from threatening the community.


Answer: Celtic
c. This faith celebrates the day of Halloween by making a sacrifice to elves in order to gain a blessing on their food.


Answer: Norse
13. Modern western culture has developed its own unique mythology although it may not be recognized as such.  FTPE, name these mythological beings from modern western mythology.
a. This being, often used in horror movies and haunted houses, is a common anthropomorphism of death.


Answer: Grim Reaper

b. These creatures, title subjects of a 1984 movie staring Zach Gilligan, are sometimes blamed for damage to aircrafts  and other mechanical problems.


Answer: Gremlins
c. This modern mythological being causes computer software to stop working by eating semi-colons from its source code.


Answer: Code Fairy
14. FTPE, state whether the following deities are Japanese, Chinese, or neither.

a. God of the North


Answer: Chinese
b. Rauni


Answer: Neither (Finnish)
c. Inari 


Answer: Japanese
15. Over the years many men have tried to glorify themselves as deities, F15E, name these men who have tried to call themselves God.
(15)  This man was an African-American spiritual leader and founded the International Peace Mission Movement.  Known as "the Messenger", he claimed to be a true incarnation of God.


Answer: Father Divine (also accept Reverend General Jealous Divine)
(15) Born Hulon Mitchell Jr., this man, leader of the Nation of Yahweh,  is now serving a jail sentence for conspiracy in more than a dozen murders.


Answer: Yahweh ben Yahweh
16. Mythological fairies are common figures in historical writings and paintings, as well as pop culture, FTPE name these fairies which are common in modern culture.
a. This fairy, also a nickname for an alcoholic drink, is best known for being represented by Kylie Minogue in a popular Baz Luhrmann flick.


Answer: Green Fairy

b. This fairy grants the gift of a "real life" in both Disney's Pinocchio and Steven Spielberg's AI: Artificial Intelligence.


Answer: Blue Fairy

c. This fairy, a main figure in Eoin Colfer's series of books for young adults, must deal with the title character after he discovers the underground world of the fairies.


Answer: Holly Short

17. FTPE, answer these questions on Maya mythology and religion.

a. Maya beliefs and gods are based on five cardinal directions, four of which are associated with colors.  Name the Maya cardinal direction not associated with a color.


Answer: Center

b. This book of Maya scripture contains the Quiche Maya creation story.

Answer: Popol Vuh

c. Name one of the two heroic twin brothers who defeated the lords of the underworld.


Answer: Hunahpu or Ixbalanque

18. Often made-up mythology is just as interesting as real mythology.  FTPE, answer these questions about the mythology JRR Tolkien creates for the Lord of the Rings books, and no these answers were probably not found in the movies.
a. This god is the supreme deity in Tolkien's universe who created Ea, the universe.


Answer: Eru Iluvatar

b. In the beginning, Eru Iluvatar created these spirits and taught them to make music to fit a theme of his design.


Answer: Ainur

c. This spirit was the most powerful of the Ainur and Tolkien's equivalent of Satan.


Answer: Melkor (also accept the elfish name Morgoth)

19. Almost every mythology has a deity associated with the underworld. FTP, given a ruler of the underworld, state the mythology he or she is associated with.
a. Yama


Answer: Hindu

b. Miclantecuhtli


Answer: Aztec
c. Yan Luo


Answer: Chinese
20.
Urban legends are a unique form of mythology with often terrifying conclusions, FTPE, name the subjects of these common urban legends.

a.
A mirror, a candle, and the right chant may summon this incarnation of either a historical witch or a modern car accident victim, depending on the teller of the tale.

Answer: Bloody Mary (also accept Mary Worth or Mary Worthington, prompt on Mary but do not accept Hell Mary)
b.
Not a villain but rather a potential victim, this non-specific subject is involved in two urban legends: one involves a clown doll that turns out to be a murderer in disguise and the other involves threatening phone calls made from an extension inside the house.


Answer: Babysitter (accept equivalents)
c.
This creature supposedly is responsible for the sinking of the Titanic.


Answer: Mummy
