TOSSUPS A14


Military history, by Scott Wasik

1. 
He narrowly avoided a court-martial after grounding his first command into a reef on the 
coast of his native Rhode Island. He died of Yellow Fever on the Orinoco River during a 
diplomatic mission to Venezuela.* Within five years of his death no less than thirty towns in 
the Midwest had been named after him. He personally led the charge of marines that overcame 
Fort George and then hauled five ships up the Niagara River to reach his base on Lake Erie. He 
was FTP what commander who smashed a British Flotilla at Put-in-Bay, wrote the immortal line 
“We have met the enemy and they are ours.” and had an older brother who opened contact 
between Japan and America?
Oliver Hazard Perry
2.
It begins with the “Way of Peace” movement spreading across the land and undermining 
the Emperor. Dong Zhuo seizes Luo Yang and plunders the capitol*  before he is betrayed 
by the peerless swordsman Lu Bu. With the “Oath of the Cherry Orchard” three heroes pledge 
to return peace to the land while Sun Ce earns his nickname the “little conqueror” by taking 
control of the Southeast. Cao Pi declares himself the first emperor of Wei and sets about 
defeating the three other mighty kingdoms of the era. This is FTP what classic story of Chinese 
history that is also the name of a long running videogame series.
Romance of the Three Kingdoms

3. 
The Geber Madriya system of recruitment allowed the defenders to mobilize a more 
effective force than the Rist-Guld system employed by Emperor Tewodros against the 
British 18 years before*. The invading commander Baraterie, underestimated native opposition 
and was overwhelmed. The victor was formally recognized by the loser in the treaty of Addis 
Ababa. A major goal of the Fascist party was the avenging of this defeat by the 1936 annexation 
of Ethiopia. This was FTP what greatest defeat suffered by a colonial power in Africa.
Battle of Adwa

4.
The first target was the city of Zara in modern day Croatia but the original goal had 
always been Alexandria. Foremost among its leaders were the counts* of Champagne, 
Flanders and Blois who promised an army of over 30,000 yet arrived in Venice with barely 
12,000.  Innocent the Third condemned it even though he had commissioned it. Prince Alexis 
Angelos invited it into his city in order to settle a local dispute but eventually Constantinople 
was sacked by FTP what ill-fated expedition.
The Fourth Crusade 
5. 
The defending forces moved from indefensible Marabout Bay a position where the fleet 
anchored itself to the shoals with spring cables* allowing for swift maneuvering. The victor 
has been accused of blunders in the 73 days that led up to the battle such as not pursuing the 
enemy at Sicily and for his impatience during the chase. The victors lost not a single vessel 
though the commander did naturally suffer an injury while the French lost all but two of their 
Ships-of-Line. FTP this was what astounding Nelson triumph along the coast of Egypt?
The Nile or Aboukir Bay
6. 
Shakespeare’s Henry V exhorting his troops to “rush into the breach” at Harfluer. In 1224 
the archbishop of Canterbury achieved it by excommunication. Disease often achieved it 
like at Nicea in 1097.  King John did it in 1215 with sappers.* An escalade is often the first 
attempt. Use of a petrarie, springald, onager, manogel, scorpion, ballista, and the dreaded 
trebuchet was often necessary but the preferred method was negotiated surrender. FTP Siege 
towers, battering rams and later cannons were all instrumental in achieving what goal?
Capturing a Castle (accept reasonable equivalent)
7. 
Its rulers have included Rome, France, Byzantium, Austria, Carthage, the United 
Kingdom, the Greeks, Spain, and briefly the Ottomans among others. It was awarded the 
George Cross for bravery and recently* joined the European Union though some have 
disputed whether it deserves the same vote as its larger brethren. In 1530 Charles the V gifted it 
to the crusading Knights Hospitallers who used it as a base much as the Allies used it to disrupt 
supplies going to Axis troops in North Africa. This is FTP what small strategically located 
island in the Central Mediterranean?
Malta
8. 
He ruled his native land briefly through regency until he was defeated in his country’s first 
Presidential election in 1919. He led his nation’s fight for independence against the 
country he had previously fought for in World War 1.* He devised the defensive line named 
after himself and led brave ski-troopers into battle in defense against and invasion of Soviet 
Russia. He was FTP what preeminent Field Marshal and Statesman of Finland during the early 
20th Century?
Carl Gustv Emil Mannerheim
9. 
In six naval battles both sides lost 24 ships each mirroring the battle of attrition that took 
place on land and in the air. Lost to the Allies in July, by August U.S. troops* had seized a 
vital airfield and a grinding 6-month campaign began in earnest. The security of Australia hung 
in the balance until the Japanese withdrawal from the Solomons. FTP The gritty jungle fighting 
of what South Pacific island has taken a special place in Marine Corp lore?
Guadalcanal (also accept “battle of” or “Guadalcanal campaign”)
10. Born in 1744 he claimed his life did not truly begin until 1777.  He helped stage a revolt in 
1791 and then helped the British and Spanish in their war against France. Later the 
actions of the National Convention convinced him to switch sides and he* fought until Spain 
was expelled from his land and all slaves there were freed. Soon Napoleon sent a expedition that 
reasserted his control over Hispaniola and imprisoned him till his death. This is FTP what 
national hero of Haiti?
Pierre Dominique Toussaint L’Ouverture
11.  The first helicopter airlift of troops into combat in history occurred during this conflict. 
The aftermath saw the spread of Soviet influence and the collapse of the British economy 
along* with the nervous breakdown and ouster of its Prime Minister. Its repercussions also led 
to the fall of the Fourth Republic, and the creation of the short-lived United Arab Republic 
under the hero of the conflict, Abdel Nasser. FTP what incident was fittingly caused by Egypt’s 
nationalization of the titular subject?
The Suez Crisis
12.  Settled primarily by Slavs in the 10th Century it was a permanent bone of contention 
between the Premyslid and Piast dynasties. It flowered as a prosperous part of the 
Reformation and its mineral resources later made it vital to the* Industrial Revolution. A 
1921 plebiscite had the Lower portion and most of the Upper voting to stay with Germany. 
Frederick the Greats’ primary goal in the war of Austrian Succession, its bitter loss helped spur 
Maria Theresa into the Seven Year’s War. This is FTP what important region in East Central 
Europe now owned by Poland, Germany and the Czech Republic?
Silesia
13. Major Ferdinand Walsin Esterhazy was the real culprit but was acquitted by a rigged 
court martial.* Lieutenant Colonel Picquart uncovered Esterhazy’s complicity but was unable 
to overcome the bias Press of the time until Major Henry committed suicide admitting he had 
forged the documents implicating the innocent victim imprisoned on Devil’s Island. He was 
given a pardon and the incident helped lead to the separation of church and state in France in 
1905. This is FTP what infamous military cover-up?
The Dreyfuss Affair
14. When Napoleon looked upon a Moscow razed to the ground he likened his adversaries to 
this people. Forerunners of biological warfare they mixed adder poison and blood with 
tetanus laced dung to create a potent poison.* Since they used no written language the 
principal source of information on them comes from Herodotus’ 450 B.C.E. journey to the 
Black Sea. They were finally defeated by Philip of Macedon and their stock of horses formed 
he core of Alexander’s beloved cavalry. They were FTP what violent nomadic people who 
nhabited what is now the Ukraine?
Scythians
15. He planned to conquer India after Ming China which he called “a virgin country as easy 
to crush as an egg”. A lean man with a sunken face and a peasant origin, despite his power 
he earned the nicknames of “Monkey” and “Bald Rat”*. In 1592 with an army of 500,000 
soldiers he sailed west but got no further than Korea where his rival Yi Sun-Shin thwarted his 
plans for westward expansion. FTP this is what man who unified Japan and after his death was 
replaced by Tokugawa Ieyasu?
Toyotomi Hideyoshi

16. Early exploits included a failed mission to Zonama Sekot and a focus on weapons research 
and development. Fame came with the crushing of insurrection on Ghorman by landing a 
cruiser on top of peaceful protestors.* He destroyed the prison on Despayre and had a lover 
named Daala but will always be remembered for his words “Evacuate at our moment of 
Triumph”? FTP overconfidence contributed to this commander’s death as well as a proton 
torpedo in the Death Star’s exhaust port.
Grand Moff Wulhif Tarkin
17.  Bob Burns invented it by blowing into a section of gas pipe and sliding rolled sheet music 
in and out of one end while a second metal pipe and funnel were added to resemble a 
trombone. Burns served in the Marine Corp Jazz Band in WW1 which* included one of 
them. The more conventional version in World War 2 was operated by two men, one to load it 
and target and one to carry it on his shoulder and fire. FTP this is what tubular anti-vehicle 
rocket, the ultimate infantryman’s answer to the tank?
Bazooka
18. On August 4 an electronic intelligence sweep radioed a message that three P-T boats were 
prepping for combat. The deputy director of the NSA concluded the* message related to an 
attack two days prior a view shared by the deputy director of intelligence for the CIA. Before 
his death Robert McNamara said there was no second attack corresponding to the president’s 
quip “those dumb, stupid sailors were just shooting at flying fish”. FTP this relates to what 
disputed naval action on the coast of Vietnam?
The Gulf of Tonkin Incident
19. The leading theories of his mysterious death have him either committing suicide in the 
Grand Canyon or being murdered by Pancho Villa. He was shot in the head by a Southern 
Sniper at Kennesaw Mountain and left for dead before recovering.* His most famous Civil 
War work is “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” and he served as a journalist for many years 
where his cynical satire lambasted “that immortal ass, the common man”. FTP he is what 
classically dour author of The Devil’s Dictionary.
Ambrose Bierce

20. The command to protect the emperor fell to General Auguste-Alexandre Ducrot after his 
superior was injured during the beginning of the fight. The Emperor had walked right 
into a pincer* movement of the Third Army and the Army of the Meuse at Beaufort. Quickly 
surrounded General MacMahon made repeated efforts to break the encirclement until Napoleon 
III handed himself and his entire army over to the victorious Prussian King. FTP this describes 
what decisive battle of the Franco-Prussian War?
Sedan
21. Their name is a derivation of the Ottomans special unit in Civilization 3. The first 
recorded muster of these troops was by Governor Dumas during the War of Austrian 

Succession.* Initially confined to the size of a company and commanded by native officers. 
They scored key victories at Plassey, Seringapatam, and Madras, plus they were crucial in 
muscling France out of the subcontinent. FTP these are what European styled Indian troops 
sually seen wearing Red Coats and short shorts.
Sepoys
22. It took only three days to build almost five miles of fortifications in a complete circuit all 
around the great city to prevent the smuggling of food. After three unsuccessful assaults 20 
soldiers on sentry duty carrying a gold eagle standard* seized Herod’s castle by themselves. 
This compromised the security of the Temple Mount and assured victory for the besieging 
commander Titus. Josephus is the primary source for FTP the Roman siege and sack of what 
holiest city.

Jerusalem or the Siege of Jerusalem

BONUSES A14
1. Answer these questions about the battle of Thermopylae FTPE.

a. What Spartan King, the son of Anaxandrides, was the Greek commander at the battle who died heroically in battle with his 300 compatriots?

Leonidas

b. The troops from this treacherous city state switched sides in the middle of the battle and joined the Persian side in battling their erstwhile allies.

Thebes

c. He was the great Persian king who took to the field and was terrified by the fighting prowess of the Spartans.

Xerxes
2.Answer these questions about Romania’s disastrous entry into the First World War FTPE.
a. After the failure of his brainchild, Verdun, this man was relieved from his post on the German Chief of Staff and sent to the Romanian front to cover up his replacement by Hindenburg.

Erich von Falkenhayn
b. After Romania’s swift collapse Germany seized these vital Romanian oilfields, virtually the only source in Europe which greatly helped prolong the German war effort.

Ploesti
c. Partly in an effort to aid Romania, the Allies formed a new front here along the Aegean against the objections of the Greek King. Eventually 8 British and French Divisions would be tied down here where malaria ravaged the inert troops.

Salonika or the Salonika Front
3.Answer these 3 related questions FTPE.
a. A Manchester massacre of a crowd demonstrating for Parliamentary reform. British cavalry attacked killing 11 and injuring 500 leading to increased support for reform.

Peterloo
b. A French priest who marched toward Jerusalem with a motley army of peasants preaching war with Islam. His rhetoric helped launch the First Crusade.

Peter the Hermit (must include “Hermit”)

c.  A husband of Catherine the Second, who ruled for only six months but during that time sued for peace with Frederick the Great whom he greatly admired.

Peter the Third

4.Identify the movement named after a date for 15 points each.
a. Fidel Castro’s guerrilla force bore this name the date of his failed attempt to take over a military base in 1953.










26th July Movement
b. Popular national movement in China following the revealing of the unfair clauses of the Versailles Treaty. It led to massive student protests and administrative breakdown.

May Fourth Movement 
5.Identify the Uprising for 15 points each.
a. The largest popular uprising in European history. It was partly carried out in the name of Martin Luther even though he vehemently opposed it. More than 100,000 were killed.

The Peasants’ War or Der Bauenkreig 

b. Led by Wat Tyler this uprising seized the Tower of London and murdered the archbishop of Canterbury. It ended when Tyler was killed by the mayor of London and Richard II restored order by promising reforms he quickly reneged on.

The Peasants’’ Revolt

6.Name the Field Marshal of the Third Reich who is not named Erwin Rommel FTPE.
a. He led the German Sixth Army to Stalingrad where it was surrounded and he was eventually forced to surrender his entire command.

Friedrich von Paulus 

b. In 1943 he was appointed commander of the Italian front where his brilliant defensive campaign stymied Allied advances till the very end of the war.

Albert Kesselring
c. He is credited with inventing Blitzkrieg tactics which he used to great affect in the campaigns he spearheaded into Poland, France and the Soviet Union.

Heinz Guderian 

7.Answer these questions about colorful Native Americans. FTPE
a. This chief of the Seneca supported the United States in 1812 but he earned his name, however, from his close alignment to the British army in the American Revolution.

Red Jacket
b. This chief of the Oglala Sioux fought from his base in Wyoming against encroachment into Montana until he signed a peace treaty in 1868 while visiting Washington D.C.

Red Cloud

c. In 1870 on the eve of joining the dominion of Canada, the Metis people of mixed native and French blood rose up and seized fort Garry. The name for the rebellion comes from the settlements’ name prior to becoming Manitoba.

Red River Rebellion
8.FTSNOP, given a description of a WWII poster, name the item/commodity being saved or the idea being advocated. (accept reasonable equivalents for all)
5-The top of this poster states::“When you ride alone, you ride with Hitler!”

Carpooling

10- A woman’s hand is tilting a griddle; below it are flying black missiles.

Waste fats, greases, etc

15- This has the quote “Dear God, Keep Them Safe!” and features two schoolchildren 

      wearing gas masks.

Buying War Bonds and Stamps

9.Those magnificent men in their killing machines. Identify the World War 1 ace pilot given his country and number of confirmed kills. Each pilot asked for led his nation in confirmed kills FTPE.
a. The United States
26 kills

Eddie Rickenbacker

b. Imperial Germany
80 kills
Manfred von Richtofen (prompt on “Red Baron” the guy had a name after all sheesh.)

c. The United Kingdom
73 kills


Edward Mannock
10.Name the military commanders from Middle Earth FTPE.
a. He is the Witch-king’s second-in-command at the battle of Pelenor Field. In the movie he appears to suffer from some form of Elephant Man disease with masses of pink sores.

Gothmog

b. He led the Host of the West in Battle against Sauron at the battle of Dagorlad. He was reckoned the strongest and noblest of elves in Middle Earth until Sauron literally boiled him to death inside his armor. Sam recalls him in a mournful song “… was an Elven King of him the harpers sadly sing”

Gil-Galad

c. He rode for months to arrive at the Field of Celebrant where his horseman assured victory and preserved Gondor. He then founded the new land of Rohan and became its first king. Known for his youthful looks the royal house of Rohan bears his name.

Eorl the Young

11.Answer these questions about Portuguese colonial possessions of the Far East. FTPE
a. This island off the coast of China served as a vital trading post and missionary center.

Macao
b. Captured by d’Albuquerque this possession on the west coast of India served as the thriving hub of Portugal’s Asian Empire.

Goa
c. This province in the South Pacific was abandoned by Portugal in 1975 and quickly invaded by Indonesia. It has seen decades of bloody violence since.

East Timor

12.Name the American Civil War Campaign by the battles it encompassed. Team captain must choose to either receive a harder 10 point battle clue for each of the 3 questions or an easier 5 point battle clue. The team will not be able to hear both clues for each one.
a. 10- Port Gibson and Raymond

     5- Jackson and Champion’s Hill

Vicksburg Campaign

b. 10- Dallas and New Hope Church 

     5- Kennesaw Mountain and Peachtree Creek

Sherman’s’ March to the Sea or the Atlanta Campaign (accept reasonable equivalent)

c. 10- Malvern Hill

      5- Seven Pines

The Peninsular Campaign
13.Identify these journalists who covered war for FTPE.
a. Maybe the best-loved reporter of all time, he is most known for being a war correspondent in World War II.

Ernie Pyle
b. The first female war correspondent allowed in combat zones in World War II, she revolutionized photojournalism, creating the photo essay.

Margaret Bourke-White (pronounced berk)

c. This man’s radio broadcasts from bombed out London brought the war to neutral America’s living rooms. He later took on Joe McCarthy and is an idol of George Clooney.

Edward R. Murrow
14.Identify these battles of the Thirty Year’s War
a. The initial phase of the war is generally considered to have ended with the utter defeat of Bohemian forces and the Evangelical Union at this 1620 battle.

White Mountain

b. Count von Tilly’s siege of this German city in 1631 and the subsequent massacre of its Protestant and Catholic population caused outrage throughout Europe.

Magdeburg
c. While a significant victory for Protestant forces this 1632 battle cost the life of Swedish King Gustavus Adolfus and the Protestant gains were to be short-lived.

Lützen
15.Answer these questions about words or terms that were popularized by the War of 1812 
FTPE.
a. This British practice of seizing American Seamen helped trigger the war.

Impressment or impressing

b. Congress was divided over the question of war and the two rival factions came to be known by these two names later revived during 20th century congressional squabbles.

Hawks or War Hawks and Doves (must have both for 10 points to awarded)
c. During a truce an American shot this animal and was come upon by a British officer who took his gun forced him bite the animal. When the American’s gun was returned he forced the British officer to eat the rest of the creature spawning the modern idiom.
Crow

16.A lot happened in 1492 besides Chris Columbus’ Excellent Adventure. FTSNOP answer these questions about events from that year in Spain.
a. That year the union of Isabella and Ferdinand cemented the joining of what two countries to from a unified Spain. 5 points for each.

Castile and Aragon

b. That same year Spanish forces captured this place the, last stronghold of the Moops, ... I mean Moors on the Iberian Peninsula. Worth 10 points

Grenada

c. With Grenada in Christian hands this centuries long crusade to expel the Moors from Spain and Portugal was finally complete. Worthy of 10 points

The Reconquista
17.FTPE name the men of the Civil War from which the following quotes originated:
a. "Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead!"

David Farragut
b. "I cannot raise my hand against my birthplace, my home, my children."

Robert E. Lee

c. "I just lost confidence in Joe Hooker"

Joseph Hooker
18.Answer these questions about battles with the same name fought at roughly the same location. You get 15 points for answering the lesser known battle while 5 points will be awarded for the better known battle bearing the same name.
a. 15- In the fifteenth century Polish-Lithuanian forces drove back the Teutonic Knights at this site in modern day Poland.


5- At the opening of World War 1 a much smaller German force led by Hindenburg and Ludendorff trapped a Russian army here in the Pripet Marshes and annihilated them.

Tannenberg

b. 15- The Hapsburg commander Charles of Lorraine was victorious in this 1687 battle which saw the territorial ambitions of Muhammad IV shattered.

5- This 1526 battle saw the Suleiman the Magnificent triumphant over the forces of Louis the Second of Hungary. The victory ended Hungary as an independent state and assured Ottoman influence in the area for centuries to come.

Mohacs

19.Are forts your forte?  Name the following forts FTPE.
a) If you shot a slow moving buffalo or quick paced squirrel, you could probably trade it here. Established in 1834 this fort sat where its namesake river joins the Platte.

Fort Laramie

b) In maybe the most daring operation of the Revolutionary War General “Mad” Anthony Wayne seized this British fort in New York under cover of darkness.

Stony Point

c) This fort, located in northern Oregon was the site of the only attack on the US mainland during WWII.  Constructed at the end of the US Civil War, it was named for a Washington Territory governor.

Fort Stevens

20. FTPE, answer these questions about Benedict Arnold.
a. In a report to congress General Horatio Gates neglected to mention Arnold's contributions as wing commander at this important September, 1777 battle.

Saratoga

b. With what British major did Arnold conspire to sell American secrets?

John Andre

c. What military installation did Arnold plan to surrender for a payment of 20,000 pounds?

West Point

21. Identify the American Revolutionary War General who is not named Washington FTPE.
a. An early hero of the war, his “Green Mountain Boys” helped capture Fort Ticonderoga.

Ethan Allen
b. President of the “Board of War” this man intrigued to replace Washington but his plans were derailed by his defeat at Camden in South Carolina.

Horatio Gates
c. Originally Washington’s’ second in command, he replaced Gates as commander of the Southern Army and his successful campaign led to the British evacuation of Charleston.

Nathaniel Greene
22. Identify the General 30-20-10
30-He rose to the rank of General thanks to a maneuver he pulled at the battle of Taanab.
20-Friends of his include Lobot, Admiral Ackbar, and his co-pilot Nien Nieub.

10-He was director of Cloud City until Darth Vader swindled him into betraying Han.

General Lando Calrissian
