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UC Irvine Tossups #4

Edited & modified for the 2000 Spring Break Sun ‘n Fun Quiz-in at USF

By Jeremy Rasmussen

1.  She wrote the novel, Possessing the Secret of Joy, (*) and the volume of poetry, Once.  Her Pulitzer-Prize-winning novel is written in a series of letters.  For 10 points, identify this African-American writer of the 1996 memoir, The Same River Twice: Honoring the Difficult, A Meditation on Life, Spirit, Art, and the Making of the Film The Color Purple Ten Years Later.

Answer: Alice Walker
2.  Gregor Mendel was not lucky enough to have these organisms at his disposal to study and instead grew pea plants.(*)  Now, these organisms are ideal because they contain only three very large chromosomes so that many generations of them can be studied.  Commonly known as vinegar flies, For 10 points, name these small, two-winged flies used in genetic research. 


Answer: drosophila (accept: “vinegar flies” before mentioned; do not accept “fruit flies”)

3.  Everyone and his mother have escaped from here.  Milo doesn’t believe he should be institutionalized here, while Maxis Zeus thinks it is Mount Olympus.  For 10 points, name this place, a mental institution with inmates such as Scarface, Croc, Scarecrow, Poison Ivy, Two-Face, and the Joker.

Answer: Arkham [AR-cum] Asylum  
4.  Its northernmost point lies near the mouth of the Ob River.  Its southern region contains the severely eroded Pay-Khoy Ridge.  For 10 points, identify this Russian mountain range, which traditionally serves as the boundary between Europe and Asia. 


Answer: Ural Mountains

5.  In this poem’s 1922 publication, its author added 52 footnotes (*) to explain the poem’s many esoteric literary allusions.  This poem contains five sections: The Burial of the Dead, A Game of Chess, The Fire Sermon, Death by Water, and What the Thunder Said.  Dedicated to Ezra Pound for helping the author to shape this poem, it opens with the famous line, “April is the cruellest month.”  For 10 points, what is this poem, written by T. S. Eliot?


Answer: “The Waste Land”

6.  Used for quilting, mosaics and tiling, this can be done by anyone. (*)  You probably even made them in grade school.  For 10 points, name this mathematical art form, made by repeating a common pattern, made popular by M.C. Escher.


Answer: tessellations

7.  In 1973, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature (*) “for his mastery of historical and biographical description as well as for brilliant oratory in defending exalted human values.”  His History of the English-speaking Peoples, Marlborough, and Memoirs of the Second World War are considered classics in biographical and historical exposition.  For 10 points, identify this British writer and orator, who also served as Prime Minister during World War II.

Answer: Winston Churchill
8.  This author is best remembered for her poetic handling of the complex inner lives of lonely people. (*)  In her first novel, published in 1940, she explored the psychological isolation of a deaf-mute and won instant critical acclaim.  For 10 points, who is this woman author of Clock without Hands, Reflections in a Golden Eye, The Member of the Wedding, and The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter.


Answer: Carson McCullers
9.  In her upper left hand she wields a bloody sword and in her lower left hand she holds the severed head of a demon. (*) With her upper right hand she makes the gesture of fearlessness, while the lower right hand confers benefits.  Draped around her is a chain of severed human heads and she wears a belt made of dismembered arms.  With a crimson face, For 10 points, name this Hindu mother goddess, the consort of Shiva, who represents dissolution and destruction.

Answer: Kali
10.  Elected to the Royal Academy in 1829, this English artist experimented with a freer and more colorful painting style (*) in such works as “Hadleigh Castle.”  Earlier, he was known for precise and loving paintings of the English countryside, such as the 1821 painting, “The Hay-Wain.”  For 10 points, identify this painter who, along with J.M.W. Turner, dominated English landscape painting in the 19th century. 


Answer: John Constable
11.  In modern times, these creatures are represented as benign and helpful.  This wasn’t always the case (*) as stories abound of them luring gold seekers to their deaths and looting the bodies to add wealth to their hoard as well as playing many a mean practical joke—often with the same intention of garnering gold.  For 10 points, name these creatures of Irish myth that guard what is found at the end of the rainbow. 


Answer: Leprechaun
12.  Winners during this award show included William “Dave” Sanders, (*) a teacher who died during the Columbine High School shooting.  This millennium year, in addition to the annual honors, the show honored the top performers of the past decade.  For 10 points, name this awards show, sponsored by ESPN, which honors excellence in sports performance.


Answer: The ESPY Awards

13.  Known for his graceful, yet energetic movement of the baton, he conducted Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony during the opening ceremony of the 1998 Winter Olympics (*) in Nagano, Japan.  He studied conducting at the Toho School in Tokyo before spending one year with Herbert von Karajan [KAR-re-yon] in Berlin.  For 10 points, who is this conductor of Japanese descent, the first non-European to head the Boston Symphony Orchestra?

Answer: Seiji Ozawa
14.  Conceived of in 1959 by E. E. Carlson, this 184-meter structure (*) stands atop a heavy foundation that weighs as much as the structure itself.  It was built to withstand winds of up to 200 miles-per-hour and was originally painted Orbital Olive, Galaxy Gold, Re-entry Red and Astronaut White.  For 10 points, identify this most-famous example of Googie Architecture, built for the 1962 World's Fair in Seattle, Washington.


Answer: Seattle Space Needle


15.  Introduced in Thorstein Veblen's 1899 book, Theory of the Leisure Class, this five-word phrase (*) has been described as “one of the most effectual of Malthusian precedental checks” on the birth rate and the population growth of the middle- to upper- classes.  For 10 points, name this economic principle, where “the conspicuous consumption of valuable goods is a means of reputability” and one tries to outdo the neighbors.


Answer: “keeping up with the Joneses” 

(accept: “conspicuous consumption” before “this five-word phrase”)

16.  Her poems include “Indian Boarding School: The Runaways,” (*) “Francine’s Room,” and “The King of Owls.”  The theme of love permeates her literary works, such as the many dramatic monologues in her book of poetry, Jacklight.  Born in 1954 of Chippewa Indian descent, this author married another author, Michael Dorris.  She wrote Love Medicine, a fragmented novel telling three generations of conflict among three interlocking tribal families.  For 10 points, identify this author, whose most famous book is The Beet Queen.


Answer: Louise Erdrich

17.  This form of sexual reproduction occurs only in sex cells, producing four haploid gametes via two cell divisions.  It includes prophase, metaphase 1 & 2, anaphase 1 & 2, and telophase 1 & 2.  For 10 points, what is this process, not to be confused with mitosis.


Answer: meiosis

18. It was ceded to Russia by the Ottoman Turks in 1812, seized by Romania in 1918, and reclaimed by the Soviet Union in 1924 (*) before finally gaining independence in 1991. Once known as Bessarabia, it covers an area of 13,000 square miles, and it is bordered by Ukraine on the north, east, and south and by Romania on the west. For 10 points, identify this small country lying to the south of the Carpathian Mountains.

Answer: Moldova (accept "Moldavia")

19. This son of a Jewish mother and a Greek father became pastor of the church at Ephesus (*).  There, he faced the threats of false doctrine and persecution. His friend, however, writing from jail in Rome, encouraged him to stay the course. For 10 points, who was this young pastor to whom Paul wrote two epistles?

Answer: Timothy

20. Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, he was the deputy attorney for the city Honolulu and served in the Hawaii House of Representatives. Following his election to the U.S. Senate, he represented his state as a Republican until his retirement in 1977. For 10 points, who became the first U.S. Senator of Asian ancestry in 1959?

Answer: Hiram Fong.

21. It traces its origins back to the Throop Polytechnic Institute of 1891, (*) and its Battling Beavers participate in varsity competition in Division III of the NCAA. On the research side, it operate’s NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory and co-administers the Palomar Observatory, home of the 200-inch (508-centimeter) Hale telescope.  For 10 points, what is this prestigious West Coast academic institution?

Answer: Caltech (Accept "California Institute of Technology)

22. He was a young U.S. Naval officer involved in Aaron Burr's conspiracy. (*) Because of a rash remark he made, he is sentenced to live at sea, never to hear of his country again. For 10 points, who is this central character Edward Everett Hale's "The Man Without a Country"?


Answer: Phillip Nolan.

Extra:

This martial art was founded by a man who primarily studied Wing Chung kung fu in both China and the US.  Its founder laid the philosophy for this martial art while recuperating from an injury, but not a broken back like the most recent bio-pic says.  For 10 points, name this martial art founded by Bruce Lee, which means Way of the Intercepting Fist.

Answer: Jeet Kune Do (prompt on “Bruce Lee” before mentioned)

This economic theory maintains that tax cuts spur economic growth, (*) but critics argue that the program causes massive federal deficits, penalizes the poor and middle class, and induces excessive speculation that damages the U.S. economy.  Espoused by Milton Friedman and supported by Ronald Reagan during his Presidency, for 10 points, name this economic theory.

Answer: supply-side economics (accept “Reaganomics” or “Trickle down economics” on early buzz)

In 1779, Lazzaro Spallanzani discovered that semen is necessary for fertilization.  Six years later, he performed a groundbreaking experiment on dogs that was later developed for animal breeding in the 20th-century in Russia.  Today, this experiment has become a common practice in the medical field.  For 10 points, what is the process, in which the sperm is introduced to the vagina by means other than sexual intercourse?

Answer: artificial insemination
