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UC Irvine Tossups #3

Edited & modified for the 2000 Spring Break Sun ‘n Fun Quiz-in at USF

By Jeremy Rasmussen

1.  Like e. e. cummings, she never titled her poems (*)—thus we generally identify them by their first line—such as “In Winter in my Room” and “My life closed twice before its close.”  Of the 1800-plus poems written by this poet, only a few were published during her lifetime.  Famous for punctuating her poems with dashes—For 10 points—who was this American poet of “A Bird came down the Walk—,” “I heard a Fly buzz—when I died—,” and “Because I could not stop for Death—”?


Answer: Emily Dickinson 

2.  His action turned the public’s attention away from the Andy Warhol shooting. (*)  People claim he was in a post-hypnotic trance when he did it and that he was part of the same conspiracy that killed the senator’s brother.  The assassin was heard muttering about a woman in a polka-dot dress both before and after he went into the kitchen of the Ambassador hotel in Los Angeles. For 10 points, identify the killer of Robert Kennedy.

Answer Sirhan Sirhan
3.  Hank Dutt, John Sherba, David Harrington, and Joan Jean-Renaud comprise this music group (*) whose repertoire ranges from medieval music to music by Jimi Hendrix.  Known for the premiere performances of music by Steve Reich and Philip Glass, For 10 points, identify this modern quartet.

Answer: Kronos Quartet

4.  Book Four of this text begins with the line, “During the space of those nine years, from the nineteenth to the twenty-eighth year of my life, I was led astray myself and led others astray in my turn.”  (*) Typical of the rest of the book, the author keeps on saying what a bad person he is.  For 10 points, identify this autobiographical text, written in 388 CE by St. Augustine of Hippo.

Answer: Confessions
5.  Raised in Nevada, he suffered a near-fatal hunting accident in 1987 that almost wiped out his career.  (*) In 1986, he got to wear the Yellow Jersey, two years after the becoming the best non-European finisher in the Tour De France.  An amazing recovery allowed, For 10 points, whose repeat victory in 1990 by only 8 seconds?


Answer: Greg LeMond
19. 6. The name for this 17th century group of French economists (*) comes from the Greek for "rule by nature". They believed that that land and its products are the only true sources of wealth and hence the only logical basis of revenue. For 10 points, identify these followers of Francois Quesnay. ("Kay-Ne")

20. Answer: Physiocrats
21. 7.  This novel contains the famous “retreat from Caporetto,” (*) in which the main character breaks free from the Italian army, plunges into the Tagliamento River, escapes on a log, crosses the Venetian plain on foot, and jumps aboard a freight train to Milan.  It tells the story of an American serving with an Italian ambulance unit, Frederic Henry, falling in love with a nurse, Catherine Barkley.  For 10 points, identify this 1929 anti-war novel, written by Ernest Hemingway.


Answer: A Farewell to Arms   

22. 8.  With a name meaning “Upper Sea,” this city was opened to foreign trade by the 1842 Treaty of Nanking. (*)  This Asian city became a treaty port administered by Britain, the United States, and France until World War II.  Located near the southern end of the Yellow Sea, For 10 points, what is the most populous city in China?


Answer: Shanghai 

23. 9.  The invention of this process—involving catalysts and high pressure—garnered a Nobel Prize in Chemistry for its discoverer. (*)  Developed in 1918, this chemical process is expressed by the equation, N2 plus 3 H2 yields 2 NH3.  Approximately 30% of nitrogen taken up by plants comes from, For 10 points, what synthetic process of nitrogen fixation?  


Answer: Haber-Bosch process

24. 10.  “And will you succeed? / Yes! You will, indeed! / (98 and 3/4 percent guaranteed.)”  (*) This Theodore Geisel book addresses the Great Balancing Act.  For 10 points, name this inspirational 1990 Dr. Seuss book you may have gotten as a graduation present.


Answer: Oh, The Places You'll Go!


25. 11.  By the end of his decaology, Earth has been removed from all cosmic maps. (*) The hero becomes Grand Vizier of the Empire after it collapsed under the perverted influence of Earth’s culture.  This author decides that the horrors Earth’s culture inspired must never be let lose again: horrors like PR firms, medication, mass media, capitalism, UN, and—most importantly—psychiatry.  For 10 points, name this hack sci-fi author of the Mission: Earth series, best known for his pop psychological movement inspired by his book Dianetics—Scientology.  

Answer: L. Ron Hubbard
26. 12.  The three people named in this scandal were not Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, (*) Elbridge Gerry, and John Marshall.  Instead, they were the three French agents who suggested a loan of $10 million to France as a prelude to diplomatic negotiations and a bribe of $250,000 to French foreign minister Talleyrand.  For 10 points, name this scandal during the John Adams administration, which nearly brought America to war with France.

Answer: XYZ Affair

27. 13.  The diameter of a circle is an example of this geometric figure. (*) It is the basis of the first trigonometric table, first used by Hipparchus and later by Ptolemy.  It is defined as any line segment formed by two points on a circle.  For 10 points, what is this term, which, in music, identifies a group of three or more notes with a certain intervallic relationship?


Answer: chord
28. 14.  This politician defeated Bill Clinton in six Democratic state primaries.  (*) He was the only candidate besides Clinton to finish his campaign at the Democratic Convention in 1992.  This was after his stints as state Democratic Party chairman and Governor of California.  For 10 points, name this politician, whose approval rating has skied to 80%, the current mayor of Oakland.

Answer: Jerry Brown
29. 15.  This recent movie features a nonsensical climax in which frogs come falling from the sky. (*) The movie also features a really smart kid, a man who used to be a very smart kid, a male nurse, a man who seduces and destroys women, two dying men and their despondent wives, one ungrateful daughter, and one good-natured cop who loses his gun.  For 10 points, identify this movie, written and directed by Paul Thomas Anderson.


Answer: Magnolia 

30. 16.  This strategic theory was first proposed by President Truman to justify sending military aid to Greece (*) and Turkey in the 1940s, but it became popular in the 1950s when President Eisenhower applied it to Southeast Asia, especially South Vietnam.  For 10 points, name this theory, which states that the “fall of a noncommunist state to communism would precipitate the fall of noncommunist governments in neighboring states.”

Answer: Domino Theory or Domino Effect

31. 17.  This company’s first two commercial successes came with the production of citric acid and penicillin. (*)  Today, this pharmaceutical company spends about 2.5 billion dollars annually on research and development.  It recently voted to approve a merger with Warner Lambert, making it the #1 US drug maker and #2 in the world.  For 10 points, what company manufactures Viagra?

Answer: Pfizer
32. 18.  He gained his area through a card game he played with his two brothers when they divided the world, the other two getting the ocean and the sky. (*) This Greek god rules the area bordered by the Acheron, Lethe, Cocytus, Phlegethon, and Styx.  For 10 points, name this Olympian deity, the brother of Zeus and Poseidon, who rules over the Underworld.

Answer: Hades (accept “Pluto” before mentioning “Greek”)

33. Christopher Columbus saw the delta of this river in 1498, and Diego de Ordaz explored the lower river in 1531. (*)It begins in southern Venezuela near Brazil's border and runs first northwestward and then northward, forming part of the border with Colombia. For 10 points, name this river that flows in a giant arc through Venezuela to the Atlantic Ocean.

Answer: Orinoco River.

20.  This character accesses his computer with the voice-activated passphrase “Soylent Green is People”. (*) He can see residual images from crimes and can user these images to help solve murders.  After burning out after witnessing too much evil he is recruited by a secret society that gives the show its name, whose mysteries he must eventually unravel.  For 10 points, name this main character played by Lance Hendrikson on the Chris Carter show, “Millennium.”

 
Answer: Frank Black (accept either name)

21. It is an alternative therapy based on massage using pressure points (*) to treat and prevent ailments. The term is from the Japanese for "finger pressure", and the technique is more than 1,000 years old.  For 10 points, name this treatment also known as acupressure.

Answer: Shiatsu (Accept "accupressure" before the end of the question).

22. Walther was Hitler's economics minister who sentenced to life imprisonment at Nuremberg Trials. (*) Kasimir was a Polish immigrant to the U.S. known for his important discoveries about vitamins. Isaac was a Lutheran clergyman and one of a famous pair to publish dictionaries and encyclopedias. For 10 points, what was the common last name of these men, a synonym for which might be "depression."

Answer: Funk
Extra:

Known for both ancestor worship and cargo cults, the people of this ethnographic group of South Western Pacific Islands are typically Australoid, (*) with dark skin and dark curly hair.  The islands, some just tiny coral atolls, lie northeast of Australia and south of the equator, including New Caledonia, New Hebrides, Fiji, the Admiralty Islands, New Guinea, and the Solomon Islands.  For 10 points, name this island group, not to be confused with Polynesia or Micronesia.


Answer: Melanesia
A deceptive one usually falls on the sixth.  A half one ends up on the dominant. (*)  A plagal one is a four-one progression.  For 10 points, what are these chord progressions called, the most popular of which labels a five-one progression as authentic.


Answer: cadences

