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UC Irvine Tossups #2

Edited & modified for the 2000 Spring Break Sun ‘n Fun Quiz-in at USF

By Jeremy Rasmussen

1. On this date, March 18, in 1963, the Supreme Court established a landmark ruling. The case under review involved a Florida man convicted of a felony (*), who had defended himself after being denied a request for free counsel. The Court held that public defenders must be provided for indigent defendants in felony cases. For 10 points, what was this landmark court case?

Answer: Gideon vs. Wainwright.

2.  Only Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates recognize the current leadership of this country. (*)  There was speculation that a recent airline hijacking involving this nation’s main airline was an attempt to flee from its government.  Its ruling Taliban party expects to gain control over the entire country this summer.  For 10 points, identify this Asian nation, whose capital is Kabul.


Answer: Afghanistan
3.  Expressed by the equation F equals kq1q2 divided by r squared (*), this law calculates the magnitude of electrostatic force between two charges whose centers are separated by a distance, r.  For 10 points, name this law, named after an eighteenth-century French physicist.  

Answer: (Charles-Augustin de) Coulomb’s Law

4.  Originally called Lake’s Crossing, this city was later renamed in 1859 for a Union General in the Civil War. (*) This city formed as a railway connection to the Union Pacific for the nearby Virginia City and its Comstock Lode.  Setting for the bowling championship in the movie, Kingpin, For 10 points, identify this city, nicknamed “Divorce Capitol of the World” and “The Biggest Little City in the World.”


Answer: Reno
5.  Living in the twelfth century BC, this prophet wrote the most ancient piece of existing Hebrew literature after thrashing the 900 iron chariots of the Canaanites led by Sisera. (*) According to rabbinic tradition, she was a keeper of the tabernacle lamps.  For 10 points, name this judge of Israel, the only woman to hold the post in the Book of Judges.


Answer: Deborah
6.  This space body was first seen in 1898.  Twice the size of Manhattan Island, it looks like a

giant peanut or an hourglass. (*) It is tumbling through space some 160 million miles from Earth. For 10 points, name this asteroid, which on Valentine’s Day became the first to be orbited by an artificial satellite, named after the Greek God of Love.

Answer: Eros (do not accept “Cupid” or “Venus”)

7.  For his honesty, he made his way to the infamous “enemies list.”  (*) A senior research associate at the MIT's Center for International Studies, this former Pentagon official took part in the investigation on the US involvement in the Vietnam War.  For 10 points, identify this man, best known for “leaking” the Pentagon Papers to the public.


Answer: Daniel Ellsberg
8.  After earning a Ph.D. at Brown University, she published her first novel, Corregidora, (*) in 1975.  She was just 26 years old.  Receiving much attention, she quickly published another novel, Eva’s Man.  She then disappeared for twenty years living in Europe.  But in February 1998, she resurfaced and published her third novel.  For 10 points, identify the African-American author of The Healing.

Answer: Gayl Jones
9.  His arch-nemesis, voiced by Tim Curry, was called King Chicken. (*) He lived in a house his wife left to his sister with Grandma-ma, Charles, Mambo, Ajax, and Aunt Bernice. His partner was Cornfed and his secretaries were Fluffy and Uranus.  For 10 points, name this show or its title character, a duck detective.


Answer: “Duckman”

10.  Instead of Vienna, he chose to study at the Royal Hungarian Academy of Music in Budapest. (*)  Living in a time of optimistic nationalism, he was inspired by Ferenc Kossuth and his Party of Independence to write the symphonic poem, Kossuth.  For 10 points, identify this composer and ethnomusicologist who wrote Music for String, Percussion, and Celesta, Duke Bluebeard’s Castle, and Mikrokosmos.


Answer: Bèla Bartók 

11.  Oddly enough, fossils of this animal are found in the middle of the Nevada Desert.  It probably came from the same ancestor as the dolphin (*) for it had a long, pointed snout and streamlined body.  It swam with a vertical tail and flippers that consisted of limb bones that had fused together.  Ranging from 3 to 50 feet long, For 10 points, what was this aquatic dinosaur?


Answer: ichthyosaur (accept: “ichthyosauri a”)
12.  The S. M. C. Cartage Company warehouse on 2122 North Clark Street (*), Chicago was the location of this 1929 event.  Five members of Al Capone’s mob, some dressed as policemen and arrived in a Cadillac touring car, killed seven members of Bugs Moran’s gang.  For 10 points, identify this event, named after the day on which it happened: February 14.


Answer: St. Valentine’s Day Massacre

13. In December, 1995, it focused on a small area of Ursa Major, snapping photographs for 10 consecutive days. (*) Reviewing the results of this survey, astronomers discovered more than 2000 new galaxies in less than 1/25 of one degree in space. From this, they estimated there were 50 billion galaxies in the universe, five times more than previously estimated. For 10 points, what telescope, at one time considered to be a major failure, turned in these results?

Answer: Hubble Space Telescope

14.  In the poem, “Souvenir,” he wrote the lines, “And shadowy hydrangeas reached and swung / Ferociously; and over me, among / The moths and mysteries, a blurred bat flew.”  (*) Born in 1869 in Head Tide, Maine, he lived a poor childhood.  Joking that he was born “with his skin inside out,” he often portrayed the poor in his literature.  He is best known for depicting a rich, classy man who “one summer night went home / and put a bullet through his head.”  For 10 points, identify the Pulitzer-Prize-winning poet of “Richard Cory.”


Answer: Edwin Arlington Robinson

15.  The ending of the second is the start of the third, but when the third one was actually made they changed the beginning of the third so people who hadn’t seen the second movie could jump right in. (*) Confused?  So are this trilogy’s fans who wonder why the main character went back into the woods in the second one.  For 10 points, give the name of this trilogy, whose main plot device is the Necronomicon ex Mortis and whose main character is Ash, played by Bruce Campbell.

Answer: Evil Dead trilogy

16. Along with the mathematician Joseph-Louis Lagrange, this astronomer succeeded in applying probability theory and analysis (*) to the Newtonian theory of celestial mechanics. He was thereby able to establish the dynamic stability of the solar system. For 10 points, identify this French astronomer who wrote "Traite de mecanique celeste" (or "Celestial Mechanics"), issued in five volumes from 1798 to 1827.

Answer: Pierre-Simon LaPlace

17. Famous for its cuisine, culture, and education, it is home to Kansai University. (*) Its Bunraku, or puppet theater, originated some 800 years ago and is the pride of the city. For 10 points, identify this large industrial center on Honshu which is Japan's third largest city.
Answer:  Osaka.

18. His mother extracted oaths from all things in nature not to harm her son, but neglected the mistletoe. (*) According to one legend, Loki gave a dart of mistletoe to the blind god Hoder and aimed it for him at this son of Frigg, who was killed by it. For 10 points, identify this unlucky Norse god of light.


Answer: Balder
19. This German biologist taught zoology at the University of Freiburg from 1866 to 1912. (*) His brand of Neo-Darwinism held that natural selection accounts for evolution and denied the inheritance of acquired characters. For 10 points, identify this man known as the originator of the germ-plasm theory of heredity.


Answer: August Weismann.

20. It arises in the Valdai Hills and flows southeastward for 2,325 miles (*) to the Caspian Sea. It flows past Nizhny Novgorod to Kazan, where it turns south and continues its course past Samara and Volgograd. For 10 points, name this longest river in Europe.


Answer: Volga River.

21. He said that as a child he "lisped in numbers for the numbers came." (*) The "numbers" took the form of the heroic couplet, which was a form he wielded expertly. For 10 points, what Englishman penned the following: “Hope springs eternal in the human breast. Man never is, but always to be, blest.”


Answer: Alexander Pope.

22. King James I declared upon his coronation in 1603 that he would be the absolute monarch of England and would no longer answer to the pope. The oppressed Catholics in the country (*), led by Robert Catesby, hired a soldier and munitions expert to blow up the Parliament building. For 10 points, who was this famous Gunpowder Plotter?

Answer: Guy Fawkes.

Extras:

Its payload included the Developmental Flight Instrumentation (or DFI) and the Aerodynamic Coefficient Identifications Package (or ACIP), (*) and its crew consisted of Robert Crippen and John Young. For 10 points, identify this spacecraft that launched on April 12, 1981, at 7:00 a.m.

Answer: Space Shuttle Columbia (or STS-1 or "The first space shuttle".)

It gave the French control over the St. Lawrence River and over the successful fur trade in this part of the New World. (*) From there, fur traders and trappers explored the Great Lakes region, and they established France's claim to the central part of North America. For 10 points, what settlement was founded in 1608 by Samuel de Champlain?


Answer: Quebec.

