4 History, 4 Literature, 4 Science/Math, 3 Fine Arts, 3 Religion/Myth/Philosophy, 2 Geography, 2 Recent Events, 2 Social Science, 2 Trash/Sports/General Knowledge.

Arkansas School of Mathematics & Science Toss-ups #1

Modified & edited for the 2000 Spring break Sun ‘n Fun Quiz-in at USF by Jeremy Rasmussen

1. In 496 B.C. at the age of 69, this man was out walking and enjoying his retirement in Gela, Sicily.  An eagle flew above him, (*) looking for a rock that it could crush the shell of the tortoise that it carried in its claws.  The man was killed when the eagle dropped the shell on his bald head, presumably mistaking it for a rock.  For 10 points, identify this man probably better remembered as the father of Greek tragedy. 

Answer: Aeschylus

2. This was the brainchild of the extravagant Prince of Wales, who later became King George IV, and was built from 1786 to 1821 (*) at a cost of $750,000—an astronomical sum at the time.  This Brighton, England landmark is a bizarre, whimsical mix of Eastern and Western styles. For 10 points, name this popular tourist attraction known as England’s Taj Mahal by the sea.

Answer: The Royal Pavilion

3. His discovery had important effects in Europe, for it made the extensive iron ore deposits of Lorraine, which contained phosphorous, available for steel manufacture. (*)  He developed a lining for steel furnaces which absorbed phosphorous from the molten metal. For 10 points, name this person who improved on the Bessemer and Siemens processes.

Answer: Sidney Gilchrist Thomas
4. Born in London, he stressed cooperation between management and labor, rather than strike actions, as a means of obtaining labor demands. (*) During World War I, he organized and headed the War Committee on Labor. For 10 points, name this man who founded the American Federation of Labor and was re-elected as president of the organization every year except 1895 until his death in 1924.

Answer: Samuel Gompers
5. This English poet has often been compared with Emily Dickenson because of her morose subject matter (*) and preoccupation with death. Her pre-Raphelite artist brother, Dante, however was free spirited in both his life and art.  For 10 points, give this author of “The Three Enemies,” “When I am dead, my Dearest,” and “Goblin Market.”

Answer: Christina Rossetti (Prompt on “Rossetti” after Dante is given).

6. This was developed by G. N. Papanicolau and H. F. Traut in 1943, (*) and is used to test for cancer of the uterine cervix.  For 10 points, name this test in which cells are taken from the surface of the cervix by scraping, brushing, or smear and stained for cytological analysis.

Answer: Pap Smear. (or “pap test”)

7. An American writer and editor, he was born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire and served as editor of Every Saturday from 1866 to1874 and later of the Atlantic Monthly. (*)  He also wrote a collection of short stories, Marjory Daw and Other People, and several novels, including Stillwater Tragedy.  Give the man who’s most famous work is Story of a Bad Boy.

Answer: Thomas Bailey Aldrich.

8. In 1848, spurned on by slavery issues, many northerners joined a new third party. (*) With former President Martin Van Buren as its candidate, the new party managed to capture 12 seats in the house of Representatives and one senate seat, by Salmon P. Chase. For 10 points, what was the name of this third party?

Answer: The Free-Soil Party

9. Wilpattu National Park lies on this island, which is also home to Mount Lavinia, Kandy, Galle, and Jaffna. (*)  In recent years, it has been the site of terrible strife between the majority Sinhalese and the minority Tamils, resulting in the deaths of thousands. For 10 points, name this country that lies to the southeast of India and was formerly known as Ceylon.

Answer: Sri Lanka

10. The name for this school of psychology was coined in 1890 by philosopher Christian von Ehrenfels (*) to denote experiences that require more than the basic sensory capacities to comprehend. For 10 points, name this school that interprets phenomena as organized wholes rather than as aggregates of distinct parts, maintaining that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.

Answer: Gestalt School 

11. He was the son of a country doctor and worked as a reporter for the Kansas City Star after graduating from high school in 1917. (*) According to the papers of the day, he was the first American to be wounded in Italy during World War I.  For 10 points, what American writer is known as “Papa” and is the author of the works The Old Man and the Sea and A Farewell to Arms?
Answer: Ernest Hemingway
12. This moniker appears on many products produced by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. (*) Utah was even going to be named this before secular pressure forced early Mormon founders to adopt its current name.  For 10 points, what is the term that appears frequently in the “Book of Mormon” and means “honey bee”?

Answer: Desseret

13. Paper and pencil ready. What is the centripetal force experienced by an object moving with a velocity of two meters per second about a circle of diameter sixteen meters? [Moderator: please allow 10 seconds. If someone gets it within 5 seconds, they receive 15-points for a “power buzz”.]
Answer: 0.25 NEWTONS. (or 0.25 N) 

14. An aspiring actress maneuvers her way into the lives of Broadway star Margo Channing, playwright Lloyd Richards and director Bill Sampson. (*) Bette Davis, who plays Margo, claims to have based her character on the persona of film actress Talullah Bankhead.  For 10 points, give the name of the file that features the line "Fasten your seatbelts, it's going to be a bumpy night" and won the best picture in 1950.

Answer: All About Eve
15. Prosecutors contend that this man may still have copies of classified material and “information sufficient to build a functional thermonuclear weapon,'” and could pass them to a foreign enemy if he is released. Identify this Taiwan-born scientist whose firing came in the midst of an outcry by some federal officials about alleged lax security at nuclear weapons labs.

Answer: Wen Ho Lee
16. According to tradition, this country was founded in AD 301 by a Christian stonecutter, Marinus, who sought refuge on Mount Titano (*) from religious persecution, and its sovereignty was recognized by Pope Nicholas IV in 1291.  For 10 points, what tiny country, dominated by Mt. Titano, lies entirely within Italy and is one of the world’s smallest republics?

Answer: San Marino.

17. The positive solution of the equation “zero equals x squared minus 41 x minus 42” (*) [Moderator: pause for a second] is the same as that arrived at by Deep Thought in a book by Douglas Adams. For 10 points, identify this number also gotten by calculating the number of days in a week times the number of sides on a die.

Answer: 42

18. He was 70 years old. There were 501 jurors at his trial. (*) Witnesses testified that he always criticized the established institutions and leaders. Speaking in his own defense, he said that he was only speaking the truth. Convicted by a margin of 60, he was sentenced to death. Name this "corrupter of the morals of the young" who died in 399 B.C.

Answer: SOCRATES.

19. In Scott Adams’ comic strip “Dilbert”, the young intern Asok was fooled into thinking a ventilation duct was one of these. (*) On Star Trek, these are systems access crawl-ways aboard Federation starships. For 10 points, give the name for the cylindrical pathways that are named after Star Trek’s first art director.

Answer: Jefferies Tubes

20. It premiered at the New York City Opera on March 25, 1965. With music by Jack Beeson (*) and Libretto by Kenward Elmslie, it is set in Fall River, Massachusetts in 1892. In the end, the title character is acquitted of murder, but the church she loves still refuses to accept her. For 10 points, name this modern opera about a woman who “gave her mother 40 whacks.”

Answer: LIZZY BORDEN.

21. This man created the first Morning Talk show in 1950, Three to Get Ready, (*) defining television as an audience-bound event.  Unlike other early television performers who merely adapted Vaudeville performances for TV, he defined the medium itself. He is best remembered for his self titled specials on ABC in 1961 and his autobiographical novel, Zoomar. For 10 points, name this famous TV personality that died in a car accident in 1962.

Answer: Ernie Kovacs

22. He is probably most famous for his lecture at the International Congress of Mathematicians in Paris in 1900 in which he presented a list of 23 problems (*) which he felt would be of central importance for 20th century mathematics, but he also built upon the discoveries of Cantor and reached incredible conclusions about the nature of infinity.  For 10 points, name this mathematician who conceived of a theoretical hotel with an infinite number of rooms.

Answer: David Hilbert
Extra:

He denounced rock and roll as degenerate in 1957, but he recorded songs by such rock performers as Billy Joel, Stevie Wonder, and George Harrison. (*) He is best known for his classic performances of Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, Steven Sondheim, and the Gershwins.  For 10 points, name this Hoboken native who is best remembered for living life His Way.

Answer:  Frank Sinatra

It begins: “We intend to begin on the first of February unrestricted submarine warfare.” (*) It was an encoded message from the German Foreign Minister in the U.S. to the German Minister to Mexico, von Eckhardt, and deciphered by British cryptographers in January, 1917. Identify this telegram which helped launch the U.S. into World War I.

Answer: Zimmermann Telegram.

