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Swarthmore A

Questions by Jonah Volk, Dan Fairchild, Evan Moses, Jeff Traczynski

1. Growing up, this man lived with his grandfather, the uncle of Albert Schweitzer. (*)  His autobiography deals with a formative event from his early life when he walked around a park with his mother, trying to be accepted, but in the end retreated to their apartment.  It was this rejection that led him to begin writing and his early novels include The Reprieve and Troubled Sleep.  FTP, name this winner of the 1964 Nobel Prize for Literature, writer of such works as The Age of Reason, Nausea, and No Exit.

A:Jean-Paul _Sartre_

2. They are classified as either Type 1 or Type 2, although this classification depends mainly on the viewing angle.  They appear as a bright star would superimposed over the center of an ordinary spiral galaxy.  (*) They are strong emitters from the infrared through the X-rays, and may also emit strongly in the radio spectrum as well.  FTP, identify this type of galaxy, thought to contain massive black holes at their centers and to be a less distant version of the same phenomenon that powers quasars.

A: _Seyfert_ galaxies

3. Roman Catholic officials closed the Protestant chapels which were being built in Broumov and Hrob and thereby violated the 1609 Letter of Majesty of Emperor Rudolf II.(*) The imperial regents of the Habsburgs, Willam Slavata and Jaroslav Martinic, as well as Fabricius, their secretary, were promptly convicted of crimes against religious freedom and cast from the the council room of Hradcany. FTP, name this first major incident of Bohemian revolt against the Habsburgs which helped instigate the Thirty Years War, which occured on May 23, 1618.

A: The _Defenestration of Prague_

4. Born in 1931 in Highland Park, IL, he began his writing career in 1957, and wrote his first screenplay, Masquerade, in 1965. (*) He won the Writers Guild of America's Laurel Award for Achievement in 1983, and has won two Oscars, one in 1969 and one in 1976.  He wrote the best selling Hollywood insider book Adventures in the Screen Trade, and his movie credits include Memoirs of an Invisible Man, The Chamber, and Marathon Man.  FTP, name this screenwriter and novelist, best known for the movies Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid and The Princess Bride.

A: William Goldman
5. The man on the left is wearing a long dark coat with a white collar and a black hat. (*)  The man on the right is wearing a short black coat over a red shirt and he has a medallion around his neck.  On the shelf between the two of them there are books, a globe, astronomical instruments, and a stringed musical instrument.  However, the biggest item between the two men can only be correctly seen when the painting is viewed at an angle.  FTP, name this painting with a skewed skull, painted by Hans Holbein.

A: The _Ambassadors_

6. This man was born in 1881.  He was educated in a secular school against the will of his mother, and he thanked his father for that influence for the rest of his life.  He acquired his nickname, meaning “the perfect one”, (*) in military school.  In his third year in college, he was involved with a subversive newspaper discussing the political abuses of the Turkish Sultan Abdülhamid II.  FTP, Name this great general and leader, responsible for the defense of Gallipoli, and the reformation of the Turkish government.

A: Mustafa Kemal _Ataturk_

7. A version of it was first solved by H. E. Dudeney in 1917, but its modern name comes from the work done on it by mathematician Mei-ko Kwan. (*) The algorithm for solving it for a given graph involves first finding all the odd vertices of the graph, then finding all the possible partitions of those vertices into pairs, and then finding the set of pairs with the least sum of the distances between pairs.  It is similar to the Konigsburg bridge problem, but differs in that an edge may be traveled more than once.  For ten points, name this problem in graph theory involving an Asian postal worker.

A: _Chinese Postman_ Problem

8. He "inherited from his mother every trait, except that stray inexpressible few, that made him worthwhile."  He was born in 1896 to Stephen and Beatrice, (*) though he remained far closer to his mother and travelled the world with her at a young age.  In the second half of the novel, he falls in love with a woman who refuses to marry him because he is not rich enough to support her lifestyle.  His army buddy, Thomas Parke D'Invillers, is credited with the famous four line quotation which begins _The Great Gatsby_.  FTP, name this lover of Rosalind Connage, the semi-autobiographical protagonist of F. Scott Fitzgerald's _This Side of Paradise_

A: _Amory Blaine_

9. Moishe Rosen, a veteran missionary, officially founded this group in 1973 and was its executive director for 23 years. (*) The name surfaced 3 years earlier, when a group brainstorming session in San Francisco generated this three word phrase which the group quickly became popularly known as. According to their mission statement, they "exist to make the Messiahship of Jesus an unavoidable issue." FTP, name this religious group which has achieved greater notoriety in recent years and was mentioned in The Onion's article "Jesus Converts to Islam."

A: _Jews for Jesus_

10. Theagenes, his father-in-law, was the tyrant of Megara and he enlisted his support to attempt to seize Athens. However, he became besieged on the Acropolis (*) by the Athenians and abandoned the assault when he and his brother fled secretly to Megara. His troops, finding that their leaders had deserted, surrendered but were massacred by the troops of Megacles, reputedly bringing a curse on his family line. FTP, name this Olympic champion and would-be tyrant of Athens, the first man to attempt a coup in that city in 632 BC.

A: _Cylon_

11. Born in New York and raised in Miami, he was drafted after high school to the team he has played for every season since then. (*) He played less than fifty games in the majors his first two seasons, but in 1996 he was on his team’s starting lineup.  Since then he has had a 20-game hitting streak, hit for the cycle, and set a record for most single-season home runs at his position.  FTP, name this shortstop who will probably soon leave the Mariners as a free agent.

A: Alex _Rodriguez_

12. It is inert to virtually all substances, and it has seen use in aerospace, communications, electronics, industrial processes and architecture(*).  Its inventor has been inducted into both the Plastics Hall of Fame and the National Inventors' Hall of Fame, despite the fact that he created it by accident.  FTP, name this polymer, discovered by Roy Plunkett in 1938 at a DuPont laboratory, the substance with the lowest known coefficient of friction.

A: _Teflon_ or _Polytetrafluoroethylene_

13. Hephaestos carved her from white marble in the likeness of Aphrodite (*), and Athena gave her life and dressed her elegantly.  Zeus gave her to Epimetheus for a wife, though he had been warned by his brother Prometheus never to accept a gift from Zeus.  He should have heeded his brother's advice, because Zeus also gave her an insatiable sense of curiosity, which caused a great deal of trouble.  FTP, name this woman who just couldn't let the box stay closed.

A: _Pandora_

14. His masterpiece was a dome made of two layers (*) with the outer designed to protect the inner as well as give a more pleasant exterior form. 24 stone half-arches support the domes, and the whole structure was constructed without a framework, using only wires to guide the curvature of the arches. He first built the dome as a 1:12 model and won the contract in 1415, with construction lasting from 1420-1436. FTP, name this architect who "renewed Roman masonry work" with his design for the dome of the cathedral of Florence.

A: Filippo _Brunelleschi_

15. A native of rural Illinois, this man spent thirty years in the law firm of Cravath, Swaine & Moore, until he formed his own practice in New York four years ago.  He has represented IBM, America On-line, and Gary Shandling, (*) among others, and his opponents have included Michael Milken and Ted Turner.  Vanity Fair inducted him into their 1999 Hall of Fame, and the National Law Journal named him Lawyer of the Year for that same year.  FTP, name this lawyer, lead prosecutor for the Department of Justice antitrust case US v. Microsoft, and currently representing Napster in its court case against the RIAA.

A: David Boies (pronounced “boys”)

16.  This work contains two plots which run parallel to each other.  The lesser of these concerns a man named Septimus (*) who distresses over the death of a friend in World War I and eventually commits suicide.  The main one revolves around the title character and the re-introduction into her life of her two old lovers, Sally Seton and Peter Walsh.  The plots converge at the end of the novel when the title character hears of Septimus’ suicide at the dinner party she has thrown and considers suicide herself.  FTP, name this novel following one day in the life of a woman by Virginia Woolf.

A: _Mrs. Dalloway_

17. His most famous work, which has been quoted by men from Bill Clinton to Dan Quayle to Vojislav Kostunica, has recently been re-translated by Harvey C. Mansfield and his wife, Delba Winthrop, (*) both of Harvard University.   He arrived in the United States at New York in 1831, at the age of 25.  He came with another lawyer, Gustave Beaumont, ostensibly to make a study of the American penal system.  They spent nine months canvassing the US, at the end of which this man started working on his book, which was first translated from French to English in 1838 by Henry Reeve.  FTP, name this French aristocrat who wrote a defining book about American society.

A: Alexis Charles-Henri-Maurice Clerel _de Tocqueville_

18. The land in this country is divided into three major regions: a narrow coastal plain, a group of highlands including the Bie (bee-ay) Plateau, and a large featureless plateau.  (*) The highland plateaus split the country into three drainage systems: one which drains into the Okavango River basin, one into the Zambezi system, and one into the Congo River basin.  The Cabinda exclave area is separated from the rest of the country by the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the country proper is bordered by both Congos, Zambia, and Namibia.  FTP, name this country with capital at Luanda.

A: _Angola_

19. Born in 1839 in Russia, he began to improvise at the piano based on folk songs even before his mother began teaching him.  He entered the Imperial Guard Cadets School in 1852 and the Preobrazhensky Regiment of Guards in 1856, (*) but in 1858 he resigned his commission to pursue a "meaningful endeavor"--music.  He soon became known as one of The Five, a group of composers committed to nationalist Russian music.  In the 1870s he produced works such as Dances of Death and A Night on Bald Mountain, as well as his most famous work.  For ten points, name this composer of the opera Boris Godunov.

A: Modest Petrovich _Mussorgsky_

20. It stretches over 100 miles from end to end, and it is up to 12 miles wide.  It has a number of large islands, including North Hero, Isle La Motte, and South Hero, (*) all of which are part of Grand Isle.  Unusually, it flows to the north, where it is drained by the Richelieu River, which empties into the Saint Lawrence.  It was the location of naval battles in both the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, as it provides an easy route from Canada into the U.S.  For ten points, name this lake which separates New York and Vermont, the third largest in the United States.

A: _Lake Champlain_

21. After dropping out of high school, this man moved to Canada and began writing.  His early short stories were published in Omni Magazine and his first novel won the Hugo, Nebula, and Philip K. Dick Awards. (*) His second novel was made into the movie The Zen Differential and his fourth novel, The Difference Engine, was co-written with Bruce Sterling.  His two most recent novels are Idoru and All Tomorrow’s Parties.  FTP, name this cyberpunk pioneer, the author of Neuromancer.

A: William _Gibson_

22. A vector originates from the camera and travels until it hits an object.  When it does, texture, lighting, and material properties (*) are taken into account to generate a pixel.  FTP, name this computing-intensive technique, utilized by such programs as POVRay and Ray Dream Studio, used to generate high-quality 3D graphics.

A: _Raytracing_

23. Its author described it as "the cry of the whole human race rather than mine."  Published in May of 1850,(*) this poem is composed 131 smaller poems, plus an introductory and concluding poem, though the poet himself said this larger work truely has only four sections: the death, and the three following Christmas Eves.  The poem is itself a eulogy for the man engaged to the poet's sister Emily.  FTP, name this poem dedicated to Arthur Hallam, who died in 1833, one of the longest works of Alfred Lord Tennyson.

A: _In Memoriam_ A.H.H.

Boni:
1. Identify these characters from Othello FTSNOP:

(5) She is a woman of Cyprus in love with Cassio. Modern scholars disagree on whether or not she is a prostitute.

A: _Bianca_

(5) He is a Venetian senator and the father of Desdemona. He brings charges against Othello of corrupting his daughter and charming her with drugs.

A: _Brabantio_

(20 total) For ten points each, name the two Venetian senators who come to Cyprus at the end of the play and end up in Othello's bedroom to witness the final scene of the play. One of them speaks the play's final lines.

A: _Lodovico_ and _Gratiano_

2. Given a Revolutionary War battle, name the opposing commanders, F5PE.

a. Bunker Hill

A: Colonel William _Prescott_ and Major General William _Howe_

b. Cowpens

A:General Daniel _Morgan_ and Colonel Banastre _Tarleton_

c. Guilford Court House

A: Nathanael _Greene_ and Lord _Cornwallis_

3. Answer the following questions about death and decay, FSNP:

1,5-diaminopentane and 1,4-diaminobutane are two well-named protein break-down products, and largely responsible for the smell of a dead body.  FFPE, or 15 for both, give their common names:

A: Putrescine and Cadaverine
It has been known for years that maggot-infested wounds heal more quickly than non-infested wounds, as on a battle field, because the maggots only eat the dead tissue.  Maggot debridement therapy, or MDT, is a modern, although not-so-widely used application of this concept.   F15P, give the common name of Phaenicia sericata, the fly whose larvae are used in this therapy.

A: Green blow fly (do not accept “blow fly”)

4. Identify these Nobel Prize for Literature firsts, for the stated number of points:

5. the first non-European to win the prize 

A: Rabindranath _Tagore_

5. the first person from the USA to win the prize 

A: Sinclair _Lewis_

10. the first woman to win the prize 

A: Selma _Lagerlof_

10. the first Latin American to win the prize 

A: Gabriela _Mistral_

5. Answer these questions about the Mali Empire for ten points each:

(10) The Mali Empire developed out of this state, located on the upper Niger river, east of the Fouta Djallon. Its name would later be changed to Mali.

A: _Kangaba_

(10) Name either of the two main tribes in Kangaba whose rivalry led to the eventual revolt of one against the other in 1230 AD. One was the ruling class, while the others were middlemen in the gold trade.

A:_Malinke_ or _Susu_

(10) The Mali Empire began to spread after this leader of the Malinke sucessfully led his tribe in a revolt. He was the first leader of the Mail Empire and expanded its boundaries to include Bondu, Bambuk, and Diara.

A:_Sumanguru_

6. 30-20-10-5, name the movie from actors.

30.  Sam Bottoms, Albert Hall

20.  Laurence Fishburne, Harrison Ford

10. Dennis Hopper, Robert Duvall

5. Martin Sheen, Marlon Brando

A: _Apocalypse Now_

7. Answer the following related questions about rocket science for the stated number of points.

5:  This type of relatively low-thrust rocket engine is powered by a sparse but fast-moving plasma ejected out the rear.

A: Ion thruster (accept ion engine, ion rocket)

10: A charged particle in a magnetic field orbits in a helix of specific radius and frequency about the field lines.  The radius of this oscillation is called the Larmor radius.  What is the frequency called?

A: Cyclotron frequency

15:  This sort of antenna is used to provide the ionizing radiation in certain types of ion thrusters.  Although its mechanism is not well understood, it is widely used in semi-conductor manufacturing. 

A: Helicon antenna

8. There have been two Triple Alliances.  Name the countries involved in the alliances for 5 points per country.

15:  The secret agreement between these countries was formed in 1882 in Europe and was renewed periodically until WWI.

A: Germany, Austria-Hungary (do not accept Austria), Italy

15:  Bartolomé Mitre organized these South American countries into an alliance against Paraguay in 1865.

A: Argentina, Brazil, & Uruguay  

9. 30-20-10, name the artist from works.

(30) Cadaques, Self-Portrait of the Artist at his Easel, The Average Bureaucrat

(20) The Three Ages, Slave Market with the Disappearing Bust of Voltaire

(10) Velasquez Patinting the Infanta Margarita with the Lights and Shadows of His Own Glory, The Great Masturbator, The Hallucinogenic Toreador

A: Salvador _Dali_

10: Given the losing presidential candidate and the year he ran, name his vice presidental candidate FTSNOP:

(5) Bob Dole, 1996

A: Jack _Kemp_

(10) John Hagelin, 2000

A: Nat _Goldhaber_

(15) Ross Perot, 1996

A: Pat _Choate_

11. Given a small European nation, name its capital FTPE

[10] Andorra

Answer: Andorra la Vella

[10] Liechtenstein

Answer: _Vaduz_

[10] San Marino

Answer: _San Marino_ Citta (or City)

12. Give the alpha stars of the following constellations FTPE.

[10] Virgo

Answer: _Spica_

[10] Canis Minor

Answer: _Procyon_

[10] Taurus

Answer: _Aldebaran_

13. Name these Greek Gods from clues for ten points each:

(10) He was the youngest son of Gaia and had a hundred snake heads on his shoulders. He was destined to overthrow Zeus and become the father of gods and men, but Zeus defeated him a duel and cast him into Tartaros.

A: _Typhoeus_

(10) She was Zeus's first wife and the wisest of all gods. She was about to give birth to Athena, but Zeus swallowed her after hearing a prophecy that she would give birth to a son who would overthrow him.

A: _Metis_

(10) After mating with her son Ouranos, Gaia gave birth to this race named for one of its anatomical features. Its first three members, Brontes, Steropes, and Arges, would become the makers of Zeus' thunderbolts.

A: The _Cyclopes_

14. Given the formula of a polymer, name it FTPE

[10] [CH2CH(CH3)]n

Answer: _polypropylene_

[10] [CH2C(CH3)CHCH2]n

Answer: _polyisoprene_ or _rubber_

[10] [CH2CH2]n

Answer: _polyethylene_

15. Identify the anthropologist from works, 30-20-10.

[30]  Continuities and Discontinuities in Cultural Conditioning, An Anthropologist at Work

[20]  Tales of the Cochiti Indians, Zuni Mythology

[10] The Chrysanthemum and the Sword, Patterns of Culture

Ruth _Benedict_

16. Name the mythological Norse realm from descriptions FTPE.

1. This was the home of the elves, made for them by the Aesir.

Answer: _Alfheim_

2. This was the world of ice, and the home of the dragon who gnawed at

the roots of Yggdrasil.

Answer: _Niflheim_

3. This was the realm of the frost giants.

Answer: _Jotunheim_

17. Name the artist from works FTPE.

[10] Jacob Blessing the Sons of Joseph, The Night Watch

Answer: _Rembrandt_ Harmenszoon van Rijn

[10] The Milkmaid, Love Letter, View of Delft

Answer: Jan _Vermeer_

[10] A Maid with a Child in a Court, A Mother beside a Cradle

Answer: Pieter de _Hooch_

18. Given the name of a role-playing game, FSNP, give the name of the arch-evil being that the player must combat (otherwise known as the last boss).

5: Zelda 3: A Link to the Past

A: Ganon

10: Chrono Trigger

A: Lavos

15: Earthbound

A: Giygas

19. Identify the composers of these operas, FTPE.

1. La Boheme

A: Giacomo _Puccini_

2 . Der Rosenkavalier

A: _Richard Strauss_

3. Peter Grimes

A: Benjamin _Britten_

20. Name these cartoonists and comic book creators who have gained wider acclaim for their works.

a.  This frequent contributor to The New Yorker and the journal Raw won a special Pulitzer for his graphic novel Maus.

A: Art _Spiegelman_

b.  This cartoonist who created the comics Julius Knipl, Real Estate Photographer and The Jew of New York was recently awarded a McArthur Genius Grant.

A: Ben _Katchor_

c.  This former cast member on MTV’s The Real World has gained much critical acclaim for his recent graphic novel Pedro and Me.

A: _Judd_ _Winick_ (accept either name)

21. Identify these figures from the recent Canadian elections, 5-10-15.

[5]  This prime minister from the Liberal Party won reelection.

Jean _Chretien_

[10]  This was Chretien’s main rival, the head of the Canadian Reform Conservative Alliance party.

Stockwell _Day_

[15]  This man, head of the Bloc Quebecois party, received the third most votes in the election.

Gilles _Duceppe_

22. Identify the capitals of these US territories 5-10-15.

5. Puerto Rico

_San Juan_

10. American Samoa

_Pago Pago_

15. Guam

_Agana_

23. Given the first line of a Shakespearean sonnet, give the second line, FTPE.

a. Look in thy glass and tell the face thou viewest 

A: _Now is the time that face should form another;_

b. Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?

A: _Thou art more lovely and more temperate:_

c. How like a winter hath my absence been

A: _From thee, the pleasure of the fleeting year!_

