Harvard T-Party 2000

Questions by MIT B

Tossups

1. Verdi considered composing an opera based on the same story, and Massenet completed a similarly titled opera in 1884 (*) based on an Abbe Prevost novel. The 1893 incarnation moves from Amiens to Paris to Le Havre to New Orleans. It tells of the struggle between young Rene and Geronte for the love of title character who eventually dies in Rene's arms. For ten points, name this opera, Puccini's first major success.

Answer: Manon Lescaut 

2. Both Gilbert and Sullivan's Princess Ida and Aristophanes The Birds make reference to it. Anaxagoras was the first to attempt (*) to do it but failed. Archimedes devised his spiral as a possible solution. Unfortunately, all constructible numbers are algebraic and Lindemann showed pi is transcendental. For ten points, this means that what one of the three Classical construction problems is unsolvable.

Answer: Squaring the Circle or Quadrature of the Circle

3. Its name means the terrible one's horse. Beneath it are Hvergelmir, Mimisbrunnr, and Urdarbrunnr. Among its inhabitants are Vidofnir, Ratatosk (*) and four deer representing the winds. Its roots are constantly gnawed on by Nidhogg the snake, and during Ragnarok, the fire giant Surt will set it on fire. For ten points, name this world tree of Norse Mythology. 

Answer: Yggdrasil

4. His most important idea was ignored by most of the scientific world except for Einstein, who obtained a copy of his thesis and praised it greatly.  He had earlier published a brief note in Comptes Rendes that explained the duality (*) of photonic energy as a wave and a particle, and had supported the often scoffed at theories of Neils Bohr.  For ten points, name this scientist who found an expression for wavelength in terms of a particle’s mass, velocity.

Answer: Louis de Broglie
5. His work as a control tower operator provided much material for his poetry. His first book of poems, “Blood for a Stranger,” (*)  was published in 1942.  After the war, he gained fame with his book “Little Friend, Little Friend,” but turned to teaching at UNC Greensboro.  For ten points, name this poet who described the fear of soldiers and the horrors of war in such poems as “The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner.”  

Answer: Randall Jarrell
6. This writer of literature about such topics as pornography, child molestation, and prostitution is considered to be more brutal than de Sade (*). Because of a particularly graphic issue of his magazine “Pure,” this writer of such books as Total Abuse, Tool, Index, Tick, and, most recently, Lazy, was taken to court on child pornography charges. For ten points, name this writer “who rapes a blank page.”

Answer: Peter Sotos
7. His best-known work was first destroyed in the firebombing of Dresden after 16 years of work. Its second incarnation was destroyed in a fire in Norway in 1951. Its third incarnation was left unfinished after his death in England, where he was building it with the help of the Museum of Modern Art in New York City (*). For ten points name this Dadaist whose gigantic cathedral of everyday objects was known as the Merzbau.

Answer: Kurt Schwitters
8. A deficiency of this has been linked of Alzheimer’s disease, while increased intake of this substance may significantly reduce the risk of developing adenomas  of the colon and rectum.  Studies have shown that the level of homocysteine (*)  in the blood is inversely proportional with the level and intake of this.  400mg a day of  should be taken daily by women of child-bearing age because supplementation of this helps to prevent neural tube defects, which usually occur before a woman knows she is pregnant.  FTP name this B vitamin, also known as folate

 Answer: Folic acid (accept folate on an early buzz)

9. The oldest known artifacts of this agricultural have been found in San Lorenzo, and it appears they mostly lived in what is now southern Veracruz (*) and Tabasco. They were at their strongest from 1150-800 BCE. Their monumental art has been found destroyed, but what remains shows their strong influence on many succeeding  MesoAmerican cultures. For ten points, name this people known for their large stone altars, earthen pyramids and large trading network.

 Answer: Olmec
10. In a land all covered with trees, they purchased a cart, a pig, an owl, and no end of Stilton cheese(*). Their journeys also took them to the, Western Sea, the Torrible Zone, and the hills of the Chankly Boar. For ten points, name these green-handed blue-headed beings who went to sea in a sieve in an Edward Lear poem. 

Answer: The Jumblies
11. It is unclear who would replace him. Second Vice President Ricardo Marquez has stepped forward to accept power, but First Vice President Francisco Tudela's resignation never was accepted (*). Something must happen, because as of November 19, his country's legislature had a motion before it to remove him on the grounds of moral incapacity. For ten points, what man announced he would resign the Presidency of Peru.

Answer: Alberto Fujimori

12. Fort James was established on its namesake river in 1663, and the Treaty of Versaile later gave control of the whole river to the British (*). It became independent in 1965 under President Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara. Today, its economy is primarily based on the growth and export of peanuts.  For ten points, name this western African republic whose capitol is Banjul.

Answer: The Gambia
13. Louis XIV appointed this man to tutor his great-grandson shortly before the king’s death. This Cardinal instituted fiscal policies that enabled the French government to recover from the costly era of Louis XIV.  During the War of the Polish Succession (*), he  secured closer relations between France and Austria.  Name this chief minister who, from 1726 to 1743, essentially controlled the French government under Louis XV. 

Answer: Andre-Hercule de Fleury
14. Used in engineering  to describe the third derivative of position with respect to time, this term (*) has several other meanings.  It also describes a form of Caribbean cooking, and served as the title of a movie starring Steve Martin.  For ten points, name this term defined by Webster’s as a “stupid, foolish, or unconventional person”?

Answer: (The) Jerk
15. Next-door neighbor to the young Matt Damon, he gets a brief mention in the movie “Good Will Hunting.”  His autobiography You Can’t Remain Neutral on a Moving Train (*) was published in 1994.  A leftist historian and professor at Boston University, his most famous work is now being made into a TV series for Fox.  For ten points, name this author of A People’s History of the United States.
Answer: Howard Zinn
16. Known by the name of the town in which he was born, he composed for the papal choir until Paul IV banned married men from serving. Aaron Copland compared him to Beethoven in a 1959 lecture series. Primarily a composer of religious music (*), he also wrote a book of madrigals. His most famous mass may have been written in response to the council of Trent.  For ten points, name this Renaissance composer of the mass Missa Papae Marcelli.

Answer: Giovanni da Palestrina

17. Too young to be convicted of attempted murder, this would-be assassin nonetheless did shoot an elderly millionaire in 1994.  To ignore the DNA evidence implicating her would have been “just nutty,”(*) and she was eventually fingered by her attacker, absolving her father of guilt. For ten points, name this baby, daughter of Homer.

Answer: Maggie Simpson (prompt on “Maggie” or “Simpson”)

18. A plastic membrane coated in a conducting substance is stretched on a rigid frame. Next, two electrodes, are placed on either side of the membrane. These strators (*)have holes in them to permit air, and thus sound to pass. The signal voltage is applied to the strators such that they are 180 degrees out of phase with one another. For ten points, identify this type of speaker revered by audiophiles for their lifelike, if not overpowering, reproduction of sound.


Answer: Electrostatic

19. Their name means sitting at the foot of the teacher, and Shopenhauer claimed they influenced his thought. The sage (*) Yajnavalkya appears prominently in many of the 108 of them. Dealing with the nature of knowledge and Brahma, for ten points, name these Hindu religious texts that are also called the Vedanta for their place at the end of the Vedas.

Answer: Upanishads
20. After MIT, UC San Diego, and Purdue all refused to produce report on it if it was censored, the Justice Department finally got the Illinois Institute of Technology to review it. The FBI justifies (*) it as similar to a wiretap, but privacy advocates claim it is not selective enough. For ten points, name this FBI snooping hardware that can be used to intercept E-mail when plugged into an ISP's computer, whose predecessor was named omnivore.

Answer: Carnivore

21. His first novel, Goodbye Columbus, won him his first of two National book awards for fiction(*), and his 1997 book American Pastoral won him the Pulitzer Prize.  For ten points, name this twentieth century author, known for his depiction of middle class, Jewish-American life and the satirical, Portnoy's Complaint.

Answer: Philip Roth
22. 320 of them took place, the last being for Honorius in 403AD (*). The guest of honor would wear the toga picta as a slave held a Eutruscan crown over his head. He rode down the Via Sacra to the temple of Jupiter in a chariot with those he had conquered in battle walking before him.  For ten points, name this procession in honor of a victorious Roman general.

Answer: Triumph
23. In it, The Time of Illusions ends, the Choedan Kal is used, and Cyndane's identity is revealed. Among its settings are Blue Carp Street and Far Madding (*)where the True Source cannot be touched. Its main character is Rand al Thor who has proclaimed himself the Dragon Reborn. For ten points, name this novel released on November 7, the ninth in Robert Jordan's Wheel of Time series.

Answer: Winter's Heart
24. Since its creation, it has been used in Zobrest v. Catalina Foothills Schools District and March v. Chambers. Its three parts were first developed to determine whether or not states could subsidize secular subjects in Parochial Schools. For ten points, name this doctrine, which states a law must have a secular purpose and not foster "an excessive government entanglement with religion."

Answer: Lemon Test

Boni

1. Answer the following questions about theories relating to extraterrestial life for ten points each.

10: By multiplying a sequence of quantities such as the number of stars that form per year and the length of time a race survives after developing radio technology, it provides an estimate of the number of intelligent species in the galaxy.

Answer: The Drake Equation

10: One of the better arguments against the existence of extraterrestrial intelligence, it states that if other intelligent species had evolved, they would have colonized earth long before humans evolved.

Answer: Fermi's Paradox

10: One possible way of possibly discovering the existence of a technologically advanced race would be the sudden disappearance of a star suggesting that a civilization had encapsulated it in one of these.

Answer: Dyson's Sphere

2. Answer the following about Telamon's relatives for the stated number of points.

10: For ten, Telamon's father was this king of Aegina for whom the Myrmidons were created.

Answer: Aeacus
10: For ten, Telamon's brother was Peleus. Thus, this Greek hero was Telamon's nephew.

Answer: Achilles

5, 5: For five points each, Telamon also had two sons in the Trojan War. One of them was the best Greek archer and the other later went mad when denied Achilles' armor.

Answer: Ajax and Teucer
3. Kasparov is no longer the world chess champion. Answer the following related question for ten points each.

10: In 1985, Gary Kasparov first won the world championship from whom?

Answer: Anatoly Karpov
10: Who defeated Kasparov by winning two of the sixteen games.

Answer: Vladimir Krammik
10: Finally, in what world capitol was the championship held?

Answer: London
4. Answer the following about the geographical inspirations of Claude Monet for ten points each.

10: Monet's Impression: Sunrise depicts what French port town?

Answer: Le Havre
10: In what village was the garden that was the inspiration for Monet's series of paintings of water lilies.

Answer: Giverny

10: While a member of Chassures d'Afrique, Monet painted landscapes from what country?

Answer: Algeria

5. 30-20-10 name the American author.

30: His grandfather and namesake was the inventor of a type of adding machine. This led to the founding of the American Arithmometer Company.

20: One of his lesser-known books, Cities of the Red Night, revolves around several prehistoric cities, the source of the B-23 virus," a metaphor for the biological trap of sex and death,” and one man’s effort in the present to free mankind from bondage to the past.

10: He wrote an account of his drug addiction that dealt openly with such topics as homosexuality and discrimination on the part of the police in Naked Lunch.

Answer: William S(eward). Burroughs
6. Let's see what you know about new Broadway Shows.  For 10 Points name the show:

10: With book and score by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty, this musical's leading

characters are Horton and the Cat in the Hat.

Seussical
10: Staring Mary-Louise Parker, this is the story of a young woman dealing with the 

death of her genius mathematician father and an attempt to understand the title object.

Answer: Proof

10: Based on a novel by the same name, it stars James Barbour as Edward Rochester and Mary Stout as Mrs. Fairfax.

Answer: Jane Eyre

7. For ten points each name the person associated with linguistics:

10: A professor at Brandeis University, this linguist’s research deals with the semantics of natural language and its bearing on the formal structure of cognition.  He wrote Patterns in the Mind, and Languages of the Mind.  

Answer: Ray Jackendoff
10:  The source Henry Higgins in Pygmalion, he wrote the History of English Sounds and was important in the development of modern phonetics.  

Answer: Henry Sweet
10: He was one of the founders of modern linguistics by distinguishing the study of language at any given moment from the study of language over time. His book, Course in General Linguistics was published posthumously in 1916.

Answer: Ferdinand de Saussure
9. FTPE, identify the following children’s books which have upset the sensibilities of some parents enough for them to make the list of the most frequently banned books in America during the 1990s.

1. This story of two children, Jess Aaron and Leslie Burke, who become inseparable until Leslie’s sudden death, it won the 1978 Newbury Award.  

A: _Bridge to Terabithia

2. Kids love to eat to impress each other by eating yucky things, and Billy proves no exception, agreeing to eat the title creatures for fifteen days in order to win a bike.  He and his friends in the culinary fun in this novel by Thomas Rockwell.

 A: How to Eat Fried Worms

3. This novel tells the tale of Meg Murray and her brother Charles Wallace, who wind up travelling magically through space to find their father.  Name this 1963 Newbury winner, which was followed in the series by  A Wind in the Door; A Swiftly Tilting Planet, and Many Waters..  

A: A Wrinkle in Time

10. Name the hometown and state of each celebrity. Five points each for the city and state.

10: Bill Clinton

Answer:  Hope, Arkansas 

10: Bob Dylan

Answer: Hibbing, Minnesota
10: Helen Keller

Answer: Tuscumbia, Alabama

11. For the stated number of points, given a Supreme Court case, name the justice who wrote the majority opinion.

5: For five, Roe v. Wade

Answer: Harry Blackmun
5: For five, Dred Scott v. Sanford

Answer: Roger B. Taney
10: For ten, Plessy v. Ferguson

Answer:  Henry Brown
10: For ten, Chambers v. Florida

Answer: Hugo L. Black
12. 30-20-10. Name the author from the description of the works.

30: An Asian minister, trying to behave gallantly and ethically, is 

attacked by those around him -- even though he had been widely respected as 

a wise man.

20: An eight-league-tall man from a planet orbiting the star Sirius 

visits Earth and has a philosophical debate with a number of mathematicians 

and a giant from Saturn 

10: A naive young man's optimism is gradually crushed as he searches 

the world for his lady love, each of them suffering greater and greater 

misfortunes as time passes.

A: Voltaire  (Also accept Francois Marie Arouet.)
16. Identify these architects of US Cold War policy, for ten points each.


10:  He wrote the 8000 word "Long Telegram" in 1946 from his position at the US Embassy in Moscow.

Answer: George Frost Kennan

10: This man replaced Kennan as Director of the Policy Planning Staff at the State Department. He headed the committee that drafted NSC-68.

Answer: Paul Nitze

10: As an advisor to Truman, he assisted in the formulation of the National Security Act of 1947. He served as a foreign policy advisor to Kennedy, and as Secretary of State under Johnson.

Answer: Clifford Clark

17. For ten points each, name the following paradoxes.


10: Let S be the set of all sets that are not members of themselves. If S is a member of itself, then by definition it must not be a member of itself. If S is not a member of itself, then by definition, it must be a member of itself.

Answer: Russel's Paradox 

10: A word is heterological if it does not describe itself, such as "long", which is a short word, and "French" which is an English word. Is heterological a heterological word?

Answer: Grelling's Paradox 


10: If the universe is endless and uniformly populated with luminous stars, then every line of sight must eventually terminate at the surface of a star. Hence, the night sky should everywhere be bright,

Answer: Olber's Paradox

18. Answer the following about John Bunyan's The Pilgrim's Progress.


10: The hero flees the City of Destruction towards this place. Everyone has houses of their own, and all of their material needs are met.

Answer: Celestial City

10: This place is encountered along  the way to Celestial City. Its name was used as a title of a novel written by William Thackeray.

Answer: Vanity Fair


10: In this Hawthorne short story, pilgrims are encourage to travel to Celestial City on more modern transportation. It was published as part of Mosses from an Old Manse.

Answer: The Celestial Railroad

19. Name these great temples, and UNESCO world heritage sites for ten points each.

10: Located on the island of Java, it is the larget Buddhist monument in the world. This pyramidal temple is made of 6500 cubic yards of stone and was built in the 9th century. It was restored by UNESCO between 1975 and 1984.

Answer: Borobudur


10 Built in the 12th century by King Suryavarman II, it is located in the capital of the Khmer empire. Its five towers are presently shown on the Cambodian national flag.

Answer: Angkor Wat

10: Located in southern Egypt, and built by Ramses II, it is dominated by 4 statues of the pharaoh each over 60 feet high. The entire site was moved 200 feet in the early 1960s to avoid being submerged in the reservoir of the Aswan High Dam.

Answer: Abu Simbel


20. Answer the following about an incident recently resolved in India, for ten points each.

10: This legendary actor, who has starred in over 200 films, was released three months after being kidnapped.

Answer: Raj Kumar


10: Name the abductor. He moves throughout a 20,000 square kilometer region in the south of India, and is reported to have hunted down over 2000 elephants and 120 humans, many from the police and military.

Answer:  Veerappan

10: It is suspected that Veerappan has the support of this rebel group fighting in Sri Lanka.

Answer: Tamil Tigers or Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

21. Identify the following neurotransmitters for ten points each.

10: A precursor to norepinephrine, it acts as an inhibitor and deficiencies in it have been linked to Parkinson's disease.

Answer: Dopamine
10: Synthesized from tryptophan, drugs that inhibit its uptake are used in anti-depression drugs.

Answer: Serotonin

10: Found in both nerve endings and mast cells, it is unclear whether this molecule is actually a neurotransmitter. It seems to act at as a depressant in some regions and an excitor in others.

Answer: Histamine
22. For ten points each, name the drama theorists:

10: He argued that if the actor was to move his audience he had to remain unmoved himself in the 18th century essay The Paradox of Acting.

Answer: Denis Diderot
10: He suggested that by focusing on an emotional experience in his past, the actor could learn to recall this emotion and channel it into the particular scene he was acting.

Answer: Konstantin Stanislavsky
10: This polish director suggested actors developed a precise “physical score” of the character being portrayed and required rigorous training or movement and voice.

Answer: Jerzy Grotowski
23. For ten points name the civil war military personalities from quotes:

10: “Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead”

Answer: David Farragut
10: “War is cruelty. There is no use trying to reform it. The crueler it is, the sooner it will be over"

Answer: William Sherman
10: He said, "They couldn't hit an elephant at this distance", shortly before being killed by a sniper at Spotsylvania.
Answer: John Sedgwick
25. Identify the book 30-20-10

30: Written after the execution of Charles I, critics said the author wrote it to convince the new regime to allow him to return to England. 

20: Its sections include: “Of Man”, “Of Commonwealth”, “Of Christian Commonwealth” and “Of the Kingdom of Darkness”

10: This book by Thomas Hobbes calls the natural condition of mankind “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short”

Answer: Leviathan

