Harvard T- Party

Harvard Pack II

Tossups:

1. He majored in applied mathematics at Dartmouth before joining Proctor and Gamble and going to Harvard Business School. As head of the Medical Systems (*) division at his company, he increased the unit's market share from 25 percent to 34 percent, and helped to implement Jack Welch's Six Sigma initiatives. FTP, name this corporate executive, recently named to replace Welch as the CEO of General Electric.

Ans. Jeffrey Immelt

2.He & his brother Nicholas played the Ford brothers in the 1980 Western _The Long Riders_, but he's better known for comedy as a Saturday Night Live cast member in 1984-5, as a six-fingered villain in (*) _The Princess Bride_, & as the writer director and star of _Waiting for Guffman_ & _Best in Show_. FTP name this husband of Jamie Lee Curtis best known as Nigel Tufnel in Spinal Tap.

Ans:Christopher GUEST

3. Of the 45 species of these mammals native to the US, 6 are endangered, including the Indiana, the Gray, and the Hawaiian Hoary. Their numbers have made Austin's(*) Congress Avenue Bridge into an evening tourist attraction. FTP what are these members of order Chiroptera, the only mammals capable of true flight?

Ans:BATS

4. Born Ilona Staller in 1952, this woman rose to fame as a hardcore porn actress, her films including Backfield in Motion and The Rise of the Roman Empress (I and II).  In an attempt to bring peace to the Middle East, (*) she offered to have sex with Saddam Hussein.  After being elected to Parliament in 1987,  she served until 1992.  FTP name this Italian, whose name has been translated as  “Little Cuddly,” “Little Fleshy One,” and “Little Cabbage.”

        Answer: Cicciolina

5. The first paper on this subject was published by A.K. Erlang in 1909. Erlang worked for the Danish Telephone Exchange, (*)  but this science is currently applied to such fields as as traffic control, computer science, and communications theory. Questions which are asked include, "What is the average interarrival time?" and "What is the average waiting time?" FTP, name this branch of applied mathematics, which deals with the study of waiting lines.

Ans. Queueing theory

6. Vladimir Nakobov calls him a "second-rate writer," and believes that he, like Chekhov, "could not afford to be long-winded" in their writing. (*)  His greatest work is probably "Boule de suif" (BOOL DUH SWEEF), an account from the Franco-German War. He began a literary apprenticeship under Flaubert, who acted as a sort of father figure to this French master of prose, whose works often deal with realism and the harshness of life. FTP, name this author of "Bel Ami," "Ball of Fat," and that classic tale of human stupidity, "The Necklace." 

Ans. Henry Renee Albert Guy de _Maupassant_

7. Born Richard Melville Hall, his middle name came from his great-great-grand uncle, the author Herman Melville.  His father died when he was two, and the influence of his freethinking mother can be seen in his consistent advocacy of veganism, prisoners’ rights, (*) animal rights, and Christianity in the liner-notes of his last several albums.  FTP, name this artist whose Play album has charted for 60 consecutive weeks and whose stage name comes from his great-great-grand uncle’s most famous novel

A: Moby

8. After trying to renounce his U.S. citizenship in Luxembourg, He was in and out of mental asylums for a decade, occasionally publishing work that extended the ideas in his embedding theorem for Riemannian manifolds.  (*)  Most know him for his doctoral thesis under Albert Tucker on

non-cooperative game theory, which garnered him a 1994 Nobel Prize in economics.  Ftp, who proved the existence of equilibria in non-cooperative games?

answer: John Forbes _ Nash _ Jr.

9. While he is primarily known as a patron of the arts, he also changed the representational motifs by not having himself portrayed as a clean-shaven warrior in armor, as was the centuries-old Augustan tradition.  Instead, this emperor’s busts are the first to portray a Roman ruler with a full beard.  (*) After ascending to power, he first completed Trajan’s column, before constructing his rural villa and the Pantheon.  FTP, name this emperor from modern day Spain who also has a couple of long ol’ walls built.

A: Hadrian

10. The opening pages of this work describe coal workers warming themselves by an open fire while snow falls about them, reminding the narrator of a slow waltz by all of humanity as time inexorably passes. This narrator, (*) Jenkins, is a sensible Etonian whose adventures with school acquaintances like Stringham and Widmerpool form the backdrop for this brilliant and amusing depiction of British society between the wars. FTP, name this monumental 12-novel series, written by Anthony Powell.

Answer: A Dance to the _Music of Time_

also accept: A _Question of Upbringing_ (the first novel of the series)

11. Scholars in this branch of linguistics would study phenomena such as "WH movement" (prounounce the letters "WH" as "double-yoo-aich"), X-bar (pronounced "ex bar) theory, and maximal-minimal projections. (*) It is concerned with the study of the rules whereby words or other elements of sentence structure are combined to form grammatical sentences.  Noam Chomsky revolutionized the field in the 1960's by introducing the concepts of "deep structure" and "derived" or "surface structure."  For ten points, name this linguistic field, which is also a type of error encountered when attempting

to compile malformed computer code.

Answer: _SYNTAX_

12. Last month, heavy rain in this city caused the  River Ouse [pron. "Ooze"] (*) to rise to its highest level since 1625.  The water came within two inches of breaking the emergency barrier and flooding this English site of Roman and Viking settlements. For ten points,  name this home of the Minster, famous for its intact medieval  walls?  

A:  _YORK_. Prompt on Yorkshire

13. In volume 73, no. 6 of the journal "Foreign Affairs," he cited the work of UChicago professor Alwyn Young in the landmark article, "The Myth of Asia 's Miracle," (*) in which he argued that Asia's rapid growth rates were unsustainable. Recently he jumped ship, leaving his position at MIT to head to Princeton. FTP, who is this author of "Pop Internationalism" and "The Accidental Theorist," a frequent contributor to the New York Times and noted economist?

Ans. Paul _Krugman_

14. In 1984 the front page of the New York Times reported that Bell Labs scientist Karmarkar had developed a method superior to this, although in many applications the original is better. Developed by George Dantzig (*) in 1947, it was a pivotal advancement in the field of operations research. FTP name this algorithm used to find optimal solutions to linear programming problems, also a word sometimes attached to the word "herpes."

Ans. _simplex_ method

15. During its literary golden age in the late 18th & early 19th centuries, poets in this language included Mohammed Taqi Mir & Mirza Khan Ghalib. Spoken by about 50 million people, it developed from a noth (*) Indian Prakrit influenced by Arabic and Persian. FTP what is this language of most Indian Muslims, the official langauge of Pakistan?

Ans:URDU

16. In Austria, it was beyond the pale for an imperial appointment to be given to a Jew, so this conductor had to make a quick conversion to Catholicism before he could accept the directorship of the Vienna Court Opera. (*) He left after three years and crossed the Atlantic for the Metropolitan Opera and the New York Philharmonic until he fell seriously ill with a blood infection.  FTP, name this conductor haunted with death, as shown by his composition Kindertotenlieder, or Songs on the Death of Children.

Answer:  Gustav _Mahler_

17. According to Marvel Comics, it was these particles that gave the Fantastic Four their fantastic powers. About 97 percent of these particles are protons, while about 12 percent are alpha particles(*). At the start of the 20th century, Viktor Franz Hess demonstrated their existence by demonstrating that atmospheric ionization increases with altitude, proving that they must arise from outer space. FTP, name these high-energy subatomic particles.

A: cosmic rays

18. While this artistic movement was prominent in literature, painting and sculpture, it's only built architectural artifact was a now-destroyed cenotaph for a fallen division of WW 1 Italian soldiers.  It did, however, produce 2 manifestos (*) demanding that the existing European cities be demolished to make way for the speed of the modern world and for its cars and trains.  It's only actual architect (who nevertheless did not design the cenotaph) was Antonio Sant Alia who himself died in WW 1, but not before producing several evocative renderings of heroic powerstations and Blade Runner-esque railstations for Milan.  FTP, name this movement who's most famous exponent, in all

media, was Marinetti.

A: _Futurism_ (also accept _Nuova Tendenza_--prompt on _La Citta Nuova_)

19. James Tobin believes its optimal value is positive because of downward wage and price rigidity, and to stimulate investment. Martin Feldstein's research (*) suggests that the best value is 0, to prevent distortion of the tax system. Finally, Milton Friedman's models show that the optimal rate is

negative, in order to equate the marginal private cost with the marginal social cost of holding money.  FTP, what is this macroeconomic phenomenon, described best as a rise in price levels?

Ans. _inflation_

20. He entered the University of Kazan at age 14 and as a professor there he actively participated in disease control during the cholera epidemic of 1830. (*) His major ideas are in direct opposition to Kant's transcendental idealism, since he believed that space is an example of a posteriori knowledge. FTP, name this mathematician who, with Janos Bolyai, is considered the founder of non-Euclidean geometry.

Ans. Nikolai Ivanovich _Lobachevsky_

21. M. Hulot's Holiday copied its scene of a man in a fireworks closet. It was inspired by the rise of Hitler, which also led one of its stars to change his name from Adolph to Arthur, (*) and was originally titled _Cracked Ice._  For 10 points--Ambassador Trentino of Sylvania intrigues against

Freedonia and its president Rufus T. Firefly in what 1933 Marx Brothers film?

answer: _ Duck Soup _

22. Multiply the density with the diameter of the pipe and the velocity of the flow. Then divide by the coefficient of viscosity. (*) You have just calculated a value that can be used to determine at what velocity a flow becomes turbulent. FTP, name this dimensionless dynamic quantity abbreviated

by the letter R.

Ans. _Reynolds_ number

Boni:

1. Identify the following relating to works of Jean-Jacques Rousseau that were

not (primarily) philosophy FTPE.

A) Rousseau authored the entry on musical notation for this massive

compendium of Enlightenment thought, edited by Denis Diderot (DEE-der-oh).

Answer: L'_Encyclopedie_ or The _Encyclopedia_

B) In 1782 he wrote a draft of a constitution for this nation, which he

published as "Considerations on the Government of [Blank]."

Answer: _Poland_

C) In his early life, Rousseau was actually a successful composer. This 1752

opera catapulted him to fame in Paris, but soon afterward he stopped writing

music.

Answer: Le _Devin du village_ or The _Village Soothsayer_ or The

_Cunning-Man_

2. Answer the following about North American mythological trickster figures

FTPE.

1.This figure is the chief trickster of Northwest Coast peoples like the

Nootka & Haida,

Ans;RAVEN

2.The Sioux trickster Iktomi, like the West-African derived Anansi, is

identified with this animal.

Ans:SPIDER

3.This is the term for a subordinate supernatural figure like the

tricksters in some American mythologies who does not control the universe

but actualy creates the world.

Ans:DEMIURGE

3. Identify these famous ancient Greek mathematicians, FTPE.

1. Called "The Great Geometer" for his accomplishments in geometry.  He

earned the plaudits of his contemporaries with theory of conic sections,

elaborated in his major work, 'Conics'.

        Answer: _Apollonius_ of Perga

2. The Father of algebra, he wrote the first book on algebra, Arithmetica,

the book in whose margins Fermat scribbled comments.

        Answer: _Diophantus_ (as in Diophantine equations) 

3. He said “Give me a place to stand and rest my lever on, and I can move

the Earth.” He was killed by a Roman after they took the city of Syracuse.

Answer:  _Archimedes_

4. While Frank Lloyd Wright is easily the most often referenced architect in college bowl, he did a whole lot more than Fallingwater, the Robie House, and Prairie school homes.  In that spirit, answer following questions about some of his other noteworthy achievements, FTPE.

A)
After coming back from Japan after building the Imperial Hotel, Wright never built another Prairie house.  Instead, he began envisioning an entirely new and decentralized American city called “Broadacre”; it never happened, but he did incorporate many of its ideas into his homes of the ‘30s and immediately after the war.  Wright claimed the name for this entire series of homes came from the Butler novel,  Erehwon, although it doesn’t seem to be in the book.

A: Usonian Houses

B)
Philip Johnson called its central hall a “cathedral to work” when interviewed for the Ken Burns documentary, and this office and laboratory building remains influential to this day.  The Racine, Wisconsin building inspectors were so leery of the never-before-tried mushroom columns that Wright was forced to build one to test the strength—it held over 4 times the maximum weight before it was pulled down.

A: Johnson Wax Building

C)
Wright died while still designing this California building, so it was finished by his apprentices at Taliesim.  The interior is centered on a long, deep oval lightwell—part of the building readily apparent during its appearance as the set for the movie Gattica.

A: Marin County Civic Center or Government Center—accept equivilents

5. Identify the following Gabriel Garcia Marquez heroines from descriptions,  for ten points each.

a. Florentino Ariza adores her from afar for most of his life, only managing to win her love after the death of her husband Dr. Urbino and 50 years of waiting.

A: _Fermina Daza_

b. This mulatto prostitute is the source of sexual initiation for generation upon generation of men in the Buendia family, even bearing the family several heirs.

A: _Pilar Ternera_

c. In _Chronicle of a death foretold_ she provides the motive for the murder of Santiago Nasar, when her brothers Pedro and Pablo try to avenge her being returned on her wedding night.

A: _Angela_ Vicario 

6. 30-20-10.  Identify the musician.

30: In 1943, he made his conducting debut, leading the New York Philharmonic

Society Orchestra in place of Bruno Walter.

20: This composer of the operetta "Candide" served a brief stint as

accompanist for the Harvard Glee Club but was dismissed due to poor

attendance.

10: Perhaps his most famous work is a musical which features a Caucasian and

a Puerto Rican as a modern-day Romeo and Juliet.

ANSWER: Leonard _BERNSTEIN_

7. Name these Java programming language keywords FTSNOP.

A) The "main" method in a class must be prefaced with three keywords; one

denotes the fact that it can be invoked outside of the class, the second

that it is a class method and not an instance method, and the third that

it has no return value. F5PE, name these words in order.

Answer: _public_ _static_ _void_

B) FTP, this keyword is actually a unary operator which generates an

object instance of the specified class.

Answer: _new_

C) F5P, this word denotes a primitive type which can only take the values

"true" or "false."

Answer: _boolean_

8. A) FTP, in Babylonian myth, this equivalent to Noah or Deucalion is the

ancient progenitor encountered by Gilgamesh in his quest for immortality.

Answer: _Utnapishtam_

B) F5PE, in Norse mythology, this first man and first woman, formed from

an ash tree and an elm tree, are analagous to Adam and Eve.

Answer: _Ask_ and _Embla_

C) F5PE, in Japanese myth, this brother/sister (and also

husband/wife) pair were given the task of creating the world; their

children were Amaterasu, Susonowo, and Suki-Yumi. Please specify in your

answer which is male and which is female.

Answer: _Izanami_ (female) and _Izanagi_ (male)

9. identify the following terms from music theory for ten points each.

1. Also known as the C-clef, this clef used by violists is pitched lower

than the Treble Clef but higher than the Bass Clef.

ANSWER: _ALTO_ clef

2. From the Latin for "to fall," this term is a two-chord progression

leading to a harmonic close or a point of rest.  Types of this phenomenon

include "plagal," "authentic," and "deceptive."

ANSWER: _CADENCE_

3. When the time signature of a piece is 4/4 (pronounced "four four"), how

many beats are signified by eight sixteenth notes?

ANSWER: _TWO_

10. Name these Ibsen plays FTPE.

A) The poor reception of this play so infuriated Ibsen that he dashed off

the vitriolic _An Enemy of the People_ in response. It concerns Oswald

Alving, who has congenital syphilis, and Regina Engstrand, his

illegitimate secret half-sister.

Answer: _Ghosts_ or _Gengangere_

B) Ibsen's first major work, this long verse drama features an idealistic

reformist pastor whose extremist motto "all or nothing" stands at the

center of his messianic quest for righteousness. At the play's end he is

killed by an avalanche while the heavens declare: "He is the god of love."

Answer: _Brand_

C) The title of this work alludes to little Hedvig, who kills herself in

order to show her love for her father. She is spurred on to do so by

meddler Gregers Werle (VAIR-lee), who believes that people should discard

their "life-lies" and face reality.

Answer: The _Wild Duck_ or _Vildanden_

11.  By making fund-raising phone calls from the White House, Al Gore and Bill Clinton may have violated this 1883 act of Congress, which prohibited the solicitation of campaign contributions on federal property. FTP each:

a. Name the act.

Ans. _Pendleton_ Act

b. The Pendleton Act is better remembered for establishing what commission to dole out government jobs based on merit?

Ans. _Civil Service Commission_

c. For which state did George Pendleton serve as senator?

Ans. _Ohio_ 

12. Name these buildings of the ancient world FTPE.

A) This temple, one of the wonders of the ancient world, was burned down by a fame-seeking hooligan in the 4th century B.C.. I won’t indulge him by telling you his name.

Answer: _Temple of Diana_ (or _Artemis_) at Ephesus

B) Pericles directed the construction of this building, which houses many

of the sculptures of Phidias. It is generally considered to be the

culmination of the Doric architectural order.

Answer: _Parthenon_

C) This U-shaped structure between the Palatine and Aventine hills was the

largest of the Roman hippodromes and quite likely the largest stadium in

the world's history.

Answer: _Circus Maximus_

13. Given the first two works, name the third in each of these literary

trilogies FTPE. If you don't know it, you can name the author instead for

only 5. Give only one answer per part.

A) Agamemnon; The Libation Bearers

Answer: _Eumenides_ or The _Furies_ (10) or _Aeschylus_ (5)

(The trilogy is the Oresteia)

B) The 42nd Parallel; 1919

Answer: The _Big Money_ (10) or John _Dos Passos_ (5)

(USA Trilogy)

C) The Tin Drum; Cat and Mouse

Answer: _Dog Years_ (10) or Gunther _Grass_;

(Danzig Trilogy)

14. Angering many liberal academics, his 1965 “Report” argued that the social problems of blacks were caused by a distegration of the family. FTP each:

a. Name this U.S. senator

Ans. Daniel Patrick _Moynihan_

b. Moynihan stirred up more controversy regarding race relations in a famous memo to this president.

Ans. Richard _Nixon_

c. Complete this quote from the memo with the appropriate two-word phrase:“The issue of race could benefit from a period of BLANK”

Ans. _benign neglect_

15. Answer the following about relativistic physics FTPE.

A) In Einstein's special relativity, the transformation of coordinates

from one inertial frame to another is known as what?

Answer: _Lorenz_ transformation

B) General relativity treats gravity as a byproduct of a curved spacetime

rather than a real physical interaction. This is summarized in what

physical law, which states that there is no measurement which can

distinguish between a uniform gravitational field and a uniformly

accelerating reference frame?

Answer: _Principle of equivalence_

C) A particle with a rest mass of 1 electron volt is accelerated from rest

to 3/5 the speed of light. How much kinetic energy does it now possess, in

electron volts? You have 15 seconds.

Answer: _0.25_ eV

16. Name the author of children’s books from titles, ftpe.

1.  Blubber, Are you there God? It’s Me Margaret, Otherwise Known as Shiela the Great

A: Judy _Blume_

2. Henry Huggins, Runaway Ralph, Dear Mr. Henshaw

A: Beverley _Cleary_

3. Matilda, The Witches, The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar

A: Roald _Dahl_

17. Name these British statesmen FTPE.

A) This PM is most famous for his resignation following the Suez canal

crisis, though before that he had been a successful foreign secretary.

Answer: Sir Anthony _Eden_

B) This author of novels such as _Coiningsby_ and _Endymion_ is probably

better remembered as an icon of the Conservative Party in the 19th

century.

Answer: Benjamin "Dizzy" _Disraeli_, Earl of Beaconsfield, Viscount

Hughenden of Hughenden

C) This man, one of the first graduates of Harvard College, was a diplomat

who helped precipitate two Dutch wars, and a financial administrator who

instituted major reforms in government accounting. However he is probably

best known for being the namesake of the street in which the PM's

residence lies.

Answer: Sir George _Downing_

18. Answer the following about the adventures of the hero twins of Mayan legend.

1. FTP, their story is recounted in what Mayan creation myth?

A: _Popol Vuh_

2. The twins anger the gods by playing ball too loudly.  Eventually they are called to this underworld realm to play against the lords of death.

A: _Xibala_ 

3. For a final ten points, name either of the twins, conceived from the spittle of their father’s skull.

A: _Hunapu_ or _Xbalanque_

19. Name these literary criminals of the 19th century FTPE.

A) In _Crime and Punishment_, this student axe-murders an elderly

pawnbroker to test his theory of a philosophical "superman."

Answer: Rodion Romanovich _Raskolnikov_

B) This man robs candlesticks from an old clergyman and then becomes

respectable, but he is hounded by Inspector Javert (zha-VAIR) regardless.

Answer: Jean _Valjean_

C) This boy, nicknamed "the artful dodger," is a member of Fagin's band.

Answer: _Jack_ _Dawkins_ (accept either name)

