Toss-Ups

1. Swept by hundreds of years of conquerors:  Akkadians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, Crusaders, Turks, and Frenchmen, this relatively new nation emerged in 1946.  After a disastrous unity with Egypt in the United Arab Republic and an unsuccessful alliance with Iraq, economic growth and modernity conflict with ravaging civil war.  FTP, name this nation whose second largest city is Aleppo

A: _Syria_

2. Consisting of tough nylon fibers (or a similar substance) woven into a pad resembling a carpet, this material has many uses ranging from playing surfaces to doormats.  FTP, name this groundcover developed in the 1960s, and has an alternative name that contains the name of a professional sports team.

A: _artificial turf_ or _astroturf_

3. When this legendary figure of the 13th century was refused pay for his unique services, he decided to chase away the children of Hamelin, Germany with his flute playing.  He employed similar methods when he drove away the town’s rats, the service which he wasn’t paid for.  FTP, name this talented musician of yore. 

A:  The _Pied Piper_ of Hamelin

4. This first manifestation of the Soviet secret police was created in December of 1917, replacing the Petrograd Military Revolutionary Committee as the enforcers of the Bolshevik Revolution.  This secret police organization, which took its name from 2 letters in the Russian alphabet, was abolished in February of 1922 and replaced by the OGPU.  FTP, name this predecessor of the KGB. 

A: _Cheka_

5. These proteins were first characterized by the Englishman David Keilin.  An absolute necessity for cellular respiration, they consist of a central heme and different side chains.  One type is a small protein easily extracted from mitochondrial preparations.  The others are integral membrane proteins and their structure is not well-known.  FTP, name this group of proteins whose most important function is the reduction of oxygen to water, the final step in electron transport.  

A: _cytochromes_

6. Speculated to be a runaway slave of mixed origin, this man was one of the first patriots to be shot in the Boston Massacre of 1770.  FTP, name this man who was killed instantly, and for whom exists a monument in Boston, erected in 1888.

A: Crispus _Attucks_

7. The rumor is that this literary character had alcohol put into his blood-surrogate, which explains his unusually small stature and his tendency towards individualistic thought.  With his lover, Lenina Crowne, he brings back two people from the Savage Reservation.  FTP, name this main character of Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World.

A: _Bernard_ or _Marx_ or _Bernard Marx_

8. As an officer in the army, this individual led a 1969 coup that deposed King Idris I as leader of his country.  Assuming control for himself, he has blended revolutionary socialism, Islamic orthodoxy, and Arab nationalism into a strongly anti-Western and anti-Israeli society.  In 1986 he survived a bombing by the United States in response to his support of terrorism.  FTP, name this Libyan dictator.

A: Muammar al-_Qaddafi_

9. Usually found in the Pacific Ocean, this natural landform is created from a submerged volcano crater or builds up on a sunken bank.  It is circular in nature; the water captured inside it is called a lagoon.  FTP, gemon named Sam who spoke through the barking of a neighbor’s dog. 


A: David _Berkowitz_ or _Son of Sam_

15. For ten points each and 30 points total name any 3 of Truman Capote’s best-selling novels.

A:  In Cold Blood, The Grass Harp, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, <Other Voices, Other Rooms>, Answered Prayers.

16. Everyone knows about animals and plants, but there are three other biological kingdoms as well.  For 10 points each and 30 points total, name them.

A:  _Fungi_, _Monera_ or _Monerans_ or _Bacteria and Blue-Green Algae_, _Protista_ or _Protists_ or _Protoctists_.

17. For 10 points each and 30 points total, name any 3 of the 6 U.S. Commonwealths

<editor’s note: not sure about this one—despite retaining the name “commonwealth” the first 4 are considered for all practical purposes states>


A:  Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Virginia, Kentucky, Puerto Rico, Northerm Mariana Islands

18. For 10 points each and 30 points total, if you can name the state based on its largest city, try to name the states to which these third, fourth, and fifth largest cities belong.


1.  Aberdeen, Watertown, Brookings



A:  South Dakota


2.  Grand Island, North Platte, Fremont



A:  Nebraska


3.  Hattiesburg, Greenville, Gulfport



A:  Mississippi

19. For 10 points each and 30 points total, name the constellation given a star found in it.


1. Altair



A:  Aquila


2. Castor



A:  Gemini


3. Deneb



A: Cygnus

20. For 5 points each or 30 points if all correct, name the 5 countries that border Kazakhstan, 4 of which are former Soviet Republics.


A:  Russia, China, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan

